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Workshop: Writing for Magazines

Virginia Kash, our PCWA president, presented a workshop on Tuesday, August 16th, with tips about research, interviewing and writing articles – while meeting a tight deadline. She generated a flexible interactive lecture with well written handouts. She held the attention of the audience, invoking intense exchange and interaction.

The initial material focused on understanding the readership of the magazine and creating the slant or voice the magazine needed for the article. Virginia created extensive parallels to prose, short story, essay and novel writing, concentrating on the needs and methods for research, accuracy, tone and pace, and deciding exactly who you’re writing for.  She emphasized the demands for controlling size, and the need for extensive editing and revision. Interviewing techniques and good preparation and homework prior to the interview were discussed.  Presentation of timing, persistence and follow-up in all aspects of the interview and draft phases of article preparation was definitive, with more parallels drawn to other forms of writing.

The audience responded with a host of good questions, particularly from members and visitors who have an active interest and involvement in writing feature articles. The speaker closed her subject with a challenge and a startling phrase – “Know no fear.” Her advice was to attack the process of article writing with enthusiasm and courage, and not be intimidated by the demands of the task or – sometimes – the restrictions and opinions of the editor.

Whether we are novelists, short story writers or essayists, we all came away from this presentation with a better understanding of what we’re trying to do.

Terry Wright 

Upcoming Meetings

The September 6 meeting will be a business meeting. The September 20 meeting will honor winners in our writing contest. Several of the winning authors are planning to be present to read their works, and some of the other winning works will be read by PCWA members. Come meet our winning authors and hear some intriguing writing. It’ll whet your appetite for the upcoming Sea Oats Review, Volume 3.
Congratulations!
Lon Prater recently placed a 120 word flash fiction with a charity horror anthology called Shadow Box. He also sold his poem "Events Like This" to Flashquake over the last week.  

Virginia Kash will have another article in the August-September issue of Wiregrass Living.

Congratulations to both for their continued successes!
Sea Oats Review, Vol. 3 Savings Offer
Save 10% by ordering your copies of the Sea Oats Review, Vol. 3, now. The cover price will be $9.39, but until October 1, 2005, you can order it for $8.45 per copy.  Sales tax is $0.45. Shipping and handling is $2.50 for the first copy and $1.00 each  for additional copies, or arrange to pick up your copies and save the S&H. An order form has been posted on our web site www.panamacitywriters.org. 
PCWA Minutes for August 2, 2005
The meeting was called to order at 6:40 pm by President Virginia Kash. Other officers present were Vice President Ed Pipkin, Treasurer Mary Anne Wright and Secretary Terry Wright. There were ten members in attendance and one guest, Tom Francis.

Minutes of the July business meeting were read by Terry Wright, and approved by the members present. 

Treasurer’s Report was presented by Mary Anne Wright. The report was accepted as written.

Old Business:

Magazine Committee: Mary Anne Wright reported that members’ submissions for the Sea Oats Review, Vol. 3, have been received. T. Wright volunteered to organize these for reading and evaluation by  Mary Anne Wright, Virginia Kash, Lynn Wallace and Wayne Garrett. They will make recommendations for inclusion in the magazine. Willa Lowe suggested that the committee contact May Lattanzio on the question of submitting artwork and photography for the Sea Oats Review. No submissions have come from the membership to date.

Contest Committee: Terry Wright, contest co-chair, made a brief, informal and admittedly incomplete summary of the forthcoming Contest report. A formal report will be submitted to the membership at the next Business Meeting (September 6, 2005.) 

Programs Committee: Virginia Kash reported that the committee has decided to defer the development of a workshop on Commercial Writing, by Peter Bowerman for future action. She will inform Mr. Bowerman that we won’t go forward with the workshop at this time.

New Business: Mary Anne Wright suggested we organize a member committee for the review of member submissions for Sea Oats. This committee was formally organized with Wayne Garrett, Virginia Kash and Mary Anne Wright agreeing to serve, and with Terry Wright agreeing to serve in an organizational role with no input into evaluation of suitability for publication of submissions. Virginia Kash suggested we organize a fund-raising event with a panel discussion about self-publishing. The panel should consist of local and regional publishers, agents, editors and the like, with emphasis on regional opportunities. Draw on Birmingham, Atlanta, Orlando, Tampa, Mobile? It should be held at GCCC for convenience of payments, parking and access. She suggested a one-day event, reasonably priced, possibly a Saturday, or a Friday night, all-day Saturday event. Opportunity for one-on-one meetings between attendees and editors, agents, publishers, published authors – all would serve to pull aspiring and more experienced writers into participation.

Adjournment: The Business Meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m., followed by readings by Ed Pipkin (Memoir of a Robot) and guest Tom Francis (The Old Francis Mill).

—–Terry Wright, Secretary

A Note from Lon Prater 
about Writers of the Future Workshop

I attended the Writers of the Future Workshop and Awards ceremony where I received a very nice certificate indicating that I placed as a Finalist and got to meet and learn from a who's who of Sci-Fi and Fantasy.  Among many others, I had the privilege of meeting SFWA Grandmaster Anne McCaffrey, Frederick Pohl, K.D. Wentworth, Tim Powers, Kevin J. Anderson, Sean Williams, Jerry Pournelle and dozens more.  While there I had the once in a lifetime opportunity to wander through the Science Fiction Museum and Hall of Fame with Hugo and Nebula award winners like Robert Sawyer, Larry Niven and Greg Bear. 

The contest goes on all year long, and the guidelines can be found at 
www.writersofthefuture.com. 

More when I catch my breath,

Lon

News Herald Seeks Op-Ed Pieces

The News Herald Viewpoints section is currently soliciting op-ed articles from community organizations.
Op-eds are opinion pieces that run opposite the editorial page. They are longer than letters but still address a single issue. An op-ed can be a great way to raise community awareness of an issue or to state your organization's position on an issue of importance to the community.
Here's a guide to writing an op-ed.
· Keep it local. We strive to use local content in every day's op-ed page. Your organization can help by making sure your op-ed has specific rele-vance to Florida or the Bay County area.
· Have an opinion. Facts and research are important in opinion pieces, but in opinion writing, facts don't speak for themselves. Tell us what your view is, then back up your points with the facts.
· Focus on one topic. If you want to write about two different local issues, write about one now and make the other into a different piece to send later.
· Tell a story. Sometimes, one person's story can be more moving than a mass of statistics. Try to tell a story that illustrates your point of view.

E-mail op-eds to nhletters@pcnh.com. To discuss possible op-ed submissions beforehand, call Jeanette at the News Herald at 747-5082. We look forward to seeing your op-eds! 

Jeanette Vanderbosch
Associate Opinion Page Editor
Panama City News Herald

Conferences and Markets

FIU/Key West Writers’ Conference, October 19-22, 2005. Presented by Florida International University Creative Writing Program; Dennis Lehane, keynote speaker. Classes in fiction, non-fiction, poetry, memoir, children’s literature. Contact FIU Creative Writing Program at 305-919-5857; applications on-line at http://w3.fiu.ed/crwriting 

6th Annual Gulf Coast Writers and Storytellers Conference, Sept. 17 in Language Arts building, GCCC. Conference covers the elements of writing craft and also hosts the September meeting of the Florida Chapter of the mystery Writers of America. Speakers include Benjamin M. LeRoy, executive Editor of Bleak House Books, Judge Terry Lewis, Prof. Lynn Wallace, fiction writer and newspaper columnist Tony Simmons, novelist Lisa Miscione, novelist Dirk Wyle, novelist and reporter S.V. Date, reporter Tim Croft, Florida historian and true-crime writer Stuart McIver, novelist, columnist, and screenwriter Michael Lister. Manuscript and script evaluations by agents, editors, published authors, and professional screenwriters available at $25, novel contest entry fee $50, conference registration $45, Mystery Writers of America Florida Chapter luncheon $20. Info: www.GulfCoastWritersConference.com 

Southern Hum, a new literary e-zine based in Lafayette, LA, seeks fiction, poetry, creative nonfiction, and memoirs in all types of writing styles, that is uniquely southern and explores southern life, traditions, or just what it means to be southern. No genre writing, or stereotypical treatment of the south. Send submissions to the editor, Jessica Vidrine, at southern_hum@yshoo.com.  Guidelines and info: www.southern_hum.com 

Indiana University Writers’ Conference, June 11-16, 2006. Details incomplete, but keep checking at writecon@indiana.edu 
Opportunity for a Computer Literate Person

We have just been advised that our webmaster Lon Prater will be leaving us next spring due to reassignment with the Navy. We will miss Lon when he leaves. He has been an active and successful member of PCWA and continues to contribute to our organization. 

One of Lon’s important contributions to this organization is that he has acted as our webmaster. We need someone to take his place in that capacity. Lon assures us that the website maintenance is not difficult, but if you have never done it before it would be helpful to have some tutelage. Lon is very willing to assist someone in learning how to manage the website, but it obviously would be better to start up that learning curve as soon as possible. 

If you have experience in website maintenance or if you would like to learn more about it, please contact Virginia Kash at 215-3470, or Lon at 814-5331.
PCWA 6th Annual Writing Contest Results

Category: Non-Rhyming Poetry

Prizes

First Place: Stick of the Stirrer, by Lynn Veach Sadler, Sanford, North Carolina

Second Place: Bell Rock, Sedona, by Don Harrison, Fort Walton Beach, Florida

Third Place: Dominoes, by Sandy Fink, Dowling Park, Florida

Honorable Mentions

To Joni in Atlanta, by Don Harrison, Fort Walton Beach, Florida

Too Many Houses, by Allison Joseph, Carbondale, Illinois

In the Shade of Five Magnolias, by B. A. Jarnagin, Lynn Haven, Florida

The Only Girl, by Deanna Dusbabek, Panama City, Florida 

Category: Memoirs/Personal Essays

Prizes

First Place: How Prostate Cancer Made a Man of Me, by Hal Ackerman, Los Angeles, CA

Second Place: Fascination, by Bonnie Lurie, New York, NY

Third Place: A Jew’s Christmas, by Laurel Ollstein, Culver City, CA

Honorable Mentions

A Thread through Time, by Janice Burns, Mary Esther, FL

Train Trauma, by Victoria C. Thompson, Pasadena, CA

Category: Short Story

Prizes

First Place: The Gulf Sturgeon Project, by Skip Horack, Baton Rouge, LA

Second Place: Love  Story with Woman and Pear, by Beth Couture, Binghamton, NY

Third Place: Personals, by Mary Anne Wight, Panama City, FL

Honorable Mentions

I’m Jewish: The Story of Two Cats, by Jean Baur, Yardley, PA

Too Much Experience, by Mike Tuohy, Buford, GA

Category

Rhyming Poetry

Prizes

First Place: Nightscape, by Sharon Scholl, Atlantic Beach, FL

Second Place: A Lifetime, by Ellen Saunders, Destin, FL

Third Place: Second Coming, by Allison Joseph, Carbondale, IL

Honorable Mentions

To My Buddy, by Michael Gardebled, Slidell, LA

Cocktail Hour, by Ellen Saunders, Destin FL

Dragonflies, by Wayne Garrett, Panama City, FL

Neuroses, by B. A. Jarnagin, Lynn Haven, FL

Strings, by Renee Warren, Panama City, FL

Contests

Seven Hills Contest for Writers 2005, sponsored by the Tallahassee Writers’ Association, offers $75 first, $50 second, and $35 third prizes in 4 categories: Short Story (max 2500 words), Memoir (max 2500 words), Essay/Op-Ed (1000 words max on subject “Think globally, Act Locally”), and Children’s Literature (max 2500 words for reader K-12 years). Specify age of target audience; fiction intended for Young Adults (Teens) will be judged in adult categories. Submit 3 copies, typed, double-spaced, 8 ½ x 11 paper, one side, with submission title in upper left corner and page number in upper right corner of each page. Author’s name is not to appear on manuscript pages. Cover page with title, number of words, author’s name, mailing address, phone and email address. Include a short bio. On outside of envelope write category of entry/entries. Non-TWA members $15 for one submission, $5 each for each additional; TWA members $10 for one submission, $5 for each additional. Info: http://twaonline.org
Zoetrope’s all-Story Fiction Contest. Judge: Pulitzer prize winner Robert Olen Butler. First prize $1000, second prize $500, third prize $250. Deadline October 1, 2005. Fee: $15 per story. Winners notified by December 1. Complete guidelines at www.all-story.com, info by email at contest@all-story.com 

Inland Empire California Writers Club Writing Contest. Theme: Hope. Prizes $100/$50/$25 in Short Story (max 2000 words), Nonfiction (max 2000 words), and Poetry (max 100 lines). Winners will be published in Inland Empire CWC’s journal Fresh Ink. Title only on first page, title and page number on subsequent pages, staple multiple pages. Cover page with name, address, phone number, email, title of work, category entered, and word count or line count. Fee $10 for first item entered, $5 for each additional entry. Deadline September 30, 2005.  Send entries to Harold Ramage, IECWC Writing contest, 2378 8th St., La Verne CA 91750. Details http://www.angelfire.com/amiga/iecwc/contest.html  or freshink@wwdb.cc   

“America’s Funniest Humor”™ Writing Contest and Book Publishing Project.  Length 250-750 words. $75/$50/$25 cash prizes paid through PayPal, plus online and  print publication for winners and honorable mentions. Fee $5. Entry period August 1 – September 30, 2005. HumorPress.com, 1128 Royal Palm Beach Blvd., Suite 102, Royal Palm Beach, FL 33411. Details www.humorpress.com 

Ruskin Art Club Poetry Award. Single poem, max 120 lines. Fee: $15 per entry of up to 3 poems.  $1000 award plus publication in Los Angeles Review, published by Red Hen Press. Include cover sheet with name and title of each poem. No names on poems. SASE for notification. Postmark deadline September 30, 2005. Send to Red He Press, Attn: Poetry Editor, P.O. Box 3537, Granada Hills, CA 91394. Details www.redhen.org/awards.asp 

Foster City International Writer’s Contest. $100 for First and $50 for Second in Fiction (max 3000 words), Children’s Story (fiction or nonfiction for children under age twelve, max 3000 words), Humorous Piece or Personal Essay (not opinion, max 2000 words), Poetry (max 500 words, double space between lines and quadruple space between stanzas). Download entry forms from website www.geocities.com/fostercity_writers/entry form.html  Fee: $12 per item, rising to $17 after October 31, 2005. Checks or money orders (U.S. funds) payable to “City of Foster City.” Send to Foster City International Writer’s Contest, C/O Foster City Recreational Dept.,650 Shell Boulevard, Foster City, CA 94404. Online submissions possible. Details at above website.
