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Winning Authors Read Their Works

The authors who won prizes or honorable mentions in our 6th Annual Writing Contest were honored at our September 20 meeting. Several of the writers were present to read their works, and the program was planned so that they would have an opportunity to read, regardless of the recognition their works received in the contest. Then PCWA members read as many of the other winning works as time permitted.

Don Harrison from Fort Walton Beach read his poems “Bell Rock, Sedona,” which won Second Prize in the Non-Rhyming Poetry category, and “To Joni in Atlanta,” which won Honorable Mention in the same category. He explained that “To Joni in Atlanta” was a writing assignment. We’re sure he got an “A.”

Renee Warren from Panama City read her poem “Strings,” an Honorable Mention winner in Rhyming Poetry, which struck a chord with all, but especially with the musicians present.

PCWA member Wayne Garrett read his “Dragonflies,” an Honorable Mention winner in Rhyming Poetry and a beautifully rhymed and cadenced nature study.

PCWA Treasurer Mary Anne Wright read her short story “Personals,” the Third Prize winner in that category, and one with a twist at the end.

Mike Tuohy from Buford, Georgia, read his short story “Too Much Experience,” and Honorable Mention winner in that category. It is a sci-fi alternate history tale that received many knowing looks, laughs, and nods as he let it unfold.

Wayne Garrett stepped to the podium again and did a beautiful job of reading Allison Joseph’s “Second Coming,” the Third Prize winner in Rhyming Poetry, a testimony to the solace of exuberant charismatic Christianity.

PCWA Secretary Terry Wright ably read “The Gulf Sturgeon Project,” the First Prize winner in Short Story, a tale of a young man’s coming to terms with a failed love affair and a successful, if aberrant, research project, all in well-depicted Tallahassee / Apalachicola / Panama City settings. He also read “Dominoes,” the Third Prize in Non-Rhyming Poetry, by Sandy Fink of Dowling Park, Florida, who deftly commented on aggressive and gentle gaming styles.

PCWA member Logan Pope had three reading assignments. The first was Lynn Veach Sadler’s “The Stick of the Stirrer,” the First Prize winner in Non-Rhyming Poetry. He did a wonderful job of bringing to life this poetic account of fragmented thoughts resulting from flight anxiety and bad weather. Later Logan also read “How Prostate Cancer Made a Man of Me,” the First Prize Memoir/Personal Essay by Hal Ackerman, bringing out Ackerman’s wonderful sense of humor in his account of his triumphant battle with that life-threatening disease. Beth Couture’s “Love Story with Woman and Pear,” the Second Prize winner in Short Story, is an experimental piece that has aspects of both stream of consciousness and prose poetry and was a challenge that Logan successfully met in his third trip to the podium.

PCWA President Virginia Kash also had multiple reading assignments. She read Sharon Scholl’s “Nightscapes,” the First Prize winner in Rhyming Poetry, and perfectly captured this lovely depiction of starry heavens seen through the branches of a bare tree. She also read Ellen Saunders’ “A Lifetime,” the Second Prize winner in the same category, again giving clarity to this poignant observation of how our perception of time depends on our viewpoint. And later Virginia read “Fascination,” the Second Prize winner in Memoir / Personal Essay, by Bonnie Lurie, ably giving voice to Bonnie’s vivid descriptions of the neighborhood of the special school for performing arts where she attended high school.

Tony Simmons, Assistant Managing Editor for News at the News Herald was the judge of Short Stories in the contest this year, and he was present and to receive a commemorative gift – a personalized ceramic mug with the PCWA color logo – which was presented by Mary Anne Wright. (The other three judges will also receive personalized mugs.)

At the conclusion of the program, contest co-chairman Terry Wright presented certificates to the winners.

Following the program, Tony signed copies of his new novel Welcome to the Dawning of a New Century, as well as Dazed and Raving in the Undercurrents, his collection of columns from the News Herald.
PCWA Minutes for September 6, 2005

The meeting was called to order at 6:40 p.m. by President Virginia Kash. Other officers present were Vice President Ed Pipkin, Treasurer Mary Anne Wright and Secretary Terry Wright. There were ten members in attendance and one guest, Emilia Hughes’ daughter Iva.

Minutes of the August business meeting were read by Terry Wright, and approved by the members present. 

Treasurer’s Report was presented by Mary Anne Wright. Income from pre-publication sales of Sea Oats Review, Vol. 3 has been good. The report was accepted as written.

Old Business:

Magazine Committee: Mary Anne Wright reported that the layout of the new volume is about eighty per cent complete. Contracts have been received from the authors and the production process is on schedule. The volume should be ready for the printer, Allegra Print and Imaging, by September 30. It will go on sale at $9.39 cover price ($10.00 with tax.) There remains a need for member submissions of art work and photography for inclusion in the magazine.

Contest Committee: Terry Wright, contest co-chair, made a summary report of the 6th Annual Writing Contest. We had a good year, with enough net income to provide substantial support for publication of Sea Oats Review, Vol. 3.

Programs Committee: The next program, presentation of the works of the winning authors from our 6th Annual Writing Contest, is on schedule for the September 20th meeting. Many of the authors will be on hand to read their works, and other winning works will be read by member volunteers.

New Business: Lon Prater will be moving on to a new assignment with the Navy this coming Spring, after serving as our skilled, hard-working Webmaster. We all appreciate his contributions to the PCWA and we’ll miss his inputs. We must search for a new Webmaster and ask Lon to suggest a replacement. Virginia Kash suggested we investigate at GCCC and FSU – Panama City. Pete Roberts said he would check out the possibilities at Haney Tech and Mary Anne Wright said she will contact Dave Stultz (Education Encore) for suggestions. Gene Cabot has been dealing with health issues and we all signed a card asking him to get well and come back to work. Wayne Garrett and Barbara Winter agreed to serve on the Nominating Committee. We had the following slate of volunteers for 2006: Dick McWilliams for President; Ed Pipkin for Vice President; Mary Anne Wright for Treasurer; and Terry Wright for Secretary.

Adjournment: The Business Meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m., followed by readings by Pete Roberts (Silence IX), Dick McWilliams (’41 Sunday Afternoon Drive) and Ed Elsaesser (Excerpt from The Young Theologians.)

Submitted by Terry Wright, Secretary
Creative Writing Workshop

Michael Lister will be offering a creative writing workshop. It will be one night a week, probably Mondays or Wednesdays, and will focus on all aspects of creative writing including novels, short stories, screenplays, and creative non-fiction. Participants will critique each other’s work. For more information on registration for this workshop, contact Michael by e-mail at MichaelLister@mchsi.com.

Screenwriter’s Group

Anyone interested in forming a screenwriter's group-- all levels-- can call 774-1521 and ask for Cecilia. We'll try to meet once or twice a month, hopefully early evenings. (e-mail @ cgsalaveria@comcast.net
Tony Simmons’ First Novel Is Released

Tony Simmons’ literary novel Welcome to the Dawning of a New Century has been released by Pottersville Press, a Panama City publisher. Tony is the Assistant Managing Editor for News at the News Herald, but this novel is quite a departure from his day job. 
Like all small towns, Century (Simmons’ hometown) is the place every kid promises he’ll leave at the first opportunity and never go back. It’s also the kind of place that doesn’t let go of you that easily. “I guess I’m saying Century haunts me. Now I’m haunting it back,” says Tony. “Secrets will get out, and in the process they can take on a life of their own – especially in small towns. Secrets are the seeds of revelations, and revelations lead to transformative experiences. And that’s about as close to a whack upside the head by God’s two-by-four as you might find even in Century First Baptist Church.”

The novel takes place at the end of the 20th century and the dawn of the 21st – the eve of celebrating its centennial in the first week of April 2001. There’s a parade to plan, and a murder to plot. There’s a marriage to save and one to let go, loves blossoming and lives rotting on the vine.

Sounds like a fun (and possibly challenging) read. If you didn’t get a copy at the September 20 PCWA meeting, attend one of Tony’s upcoming book signings at the Java Café and the Bay County Library. There’ll be announcements in the News Herald.
Writing Opportunities

The Emerald Coast Magazine, a bimonthly lifestyle publication distributed across the Florida Panhandle, is seeking freelance writers. They are looking for writers capable of handling features, news and even social events. They also want to fill a regular freelance position of Calendar Editor, which includes maintaining the events calendar, as well as writing several short pieces each month on specific events. The magazine does not at this time publish fiction or poetry. If you are interested, you should phone Amanda Broadfoot, Editor, at 850-773-2795 or cell phone 850-849-7227, to discuss her requirements and to get address information so that you can mail her writing samples and a brief history of your experience.

Red Clay Road is a new on line magazine out of South Carolina. It covers southern culture and offers original fiction/poetry. It is currently looking for cool, offbeat essays, short stories and poems about Southern culture. (Photo spreads, artwork and reviews, too.) If you have something about the Southern thing, submit it by email at editor@redclayroad.com. Stories should be in plain text contained within the body of the email message. Photos and art should be formatted as high-resolution jpegs.
The Remembrance Project. Howard University’s Psychology Department is seeking narratives from writers who believe that a vital part of their social support comes from the memory of a loved one.  Questions that could (should?) be answered include: How is that person currently guiding your life choices, your values and your goals? Has your memory of them helped you solve a problem or persevere through difficult times? How can you describe the comfort you find in this person and his/her memory? In what ways is this person an active part of your social support system? Do you rely on this person? The goal is to gather about 100 narratives to study the psychological aspects of this type of remembrance, as short or as long as is needed. There is a plan to publish a book of collected remembrances from both well known literary works and  other talented writers. Everyone who donates a narrative will receive the collection of stories. More info:

Lindabergcross@gmail.com. 

Nimrod International Journal at the University of Tulsa is currently accepting short fiction, poetry, and creative non-fiction for publication in its spring 2006 issue. Deadline is December 15, 2005.  Nimrod is a biannual literary journal. The spring 2006 issue’s theme is “doing the hundreds,” which requires more explanation than we can include here. Please go to www.utulsa.edu/nimrod for complete details.
Upcoming Meetings

Our October 4 meeting will be a business meeting, as is usual for the first Tuesday meeting. Following business discussion, there will be a small program, possibly readings and critiques, which seem to be useful to many of us.

Our October 18 Darlene Dean from Emerald Coast Writers will present a workshop on effective use of MS Word for writers. This will be a great opportunity for those of you who do not yet have a major word processing program to learn more about one of the more popular ones, and for those of us who use it extensively but still have many questions to get some answers. Programs such as Word and WordPerfect are extremely powerful, but because of the many, many tasks they can handle, they are very complex. Make plans to attend this valuable workshop and bring your questions.
Fond Memories and Regrets

Despite having offered at the September 6 meeting to continue in our positions as Secretary and Treasurer, respectively, Terry and I have made a decision to move away from the Panama City area. We have many conflicting emotions regarding this decision. We are excited about our new home and feel that this is a move in our best interests. On the other hand, we will miss all of you very much. We have thoroughly enjoyed our association with the PCWA and we intend to keep in touch.

But there is only so much that can be done by phone and e-mail. It may be possible for me to continue producing the Newsletter for a while if no one has been identified to take that over, but it is impossible to conduct the business of the Secretary and the Treasurer from afar. Please attend the October 4 meeting and offer your assistance to the organization. While in my view it is easier for one person to handle the treasury and the various governmental filings, it may be possible for those duties to be divided among several people. I truly hope that my successor(s) can be identified before we move, so that I can spend some time familiarizing them with (and de-mystifying) the things that need to be done to keep our non-profit corporation operating legally.

Sincerely,

Mary Anne Wright
