November 2005 Newsletter
Darlene Dean’s Program on MS Word
Darlene Dean, the guest speaker for the October 18th meeting, held the interest of our members and guests with her Power Point presentation of tips and techniques for writers using Microsoft Word.

Darlene is a computer professional with over 20 years of experience in the computer industry. She currently manages a team of programmers for the government. Her numerous workshops have been attended by hundreds of people, both regionally and nationally. She is also a Life Success Coach and works with artists, writers, business owners and people in career transition to help them achieve the results they want in life.

As a writer herself, Darlene has written for numerous publications and is a member of Emerald Coast Writers, Inc. She came to us well qualified, and as I talked with her before the meeting it was easy to recognize that she has a keen interest in helping others pursue and reach their goals.
Darlene handed out a four page outline of topics with plenty of room for taking notes and a list of. twenty-two helpful websites for writers. The manuscript formatting topics focused on the following ten features in Word that every writer should master:
1. Desktop Orientation

2. Your Toolkit: Toolbars vs. Menus vs. Shortcuts

3. Formatting Techniques

4. Power Tools
5. Getting Organized

6. Best Practices

7. Advanced Features – Tables, Columns

8. Advanced Features – Special Effects

9. Advanced Projects – Newsletters & Flyers

10. Advanced Projects – Brochures, Business Cards.

The members and visitors attending came away with valuable Microsoft Word techniques and tips that removed some of the intimidation that we as writers have with our PCs.
Following the program, PCWA President Virginia Kash expressed our appreciation and presented Darlene with the first of our new PCWA recognition mugs
----Barbara Winter, Wayne Garrett

Minutes of October 4, 2005, Meeting

The meeting was called to order at 6:35 pm by President Virginia Kash. Other officers present were Vice President Ed Pipkin, Treasurer Mary Anne Wright and Secretary Terry Wright. There were eight members in attendance.

Minutes of the September business meeting were read by Terry Wright, and approved by the members present. 

Treasurer’s Report was presented by Mary Anne Wright. Income from prepublication sales of the Sea Oats Review, Volume 3, has now amounted to well over half of the printing cost.

Old Business:

Magazine Committee: The magazine is at the printer’s office with proofs to be available by October 10 and the magazine should go on general sale by the end of October. The list of libraries is beginning to bear fruit with their purchases of Vol. 3. A sales booth for Sea Oats Review will be set up this year at the final day of classes for Education Encore at Gulf Coast Community College.
Nominations Committee: With the treasurer and secretary moving out of state, Wayne Garret agreed to serve as a temporary treasurer while the secretary’s job remains open. A volunteer is needed. President Virginia Kash will compose and mail a letter to all members seeking their help with the officers’ slate and committee assignments.

 Programs Committee: The next program, a presentation by Darlene Dean on how writers can take advantage of the tools available for manuscript preparation is scheduled for October 18th.

Webmaster:  Pete Roberts said he has talked with David Bowen at Haney Tech, who has a candidate for the webmaster replacement position. Pete will contact Mr. Bowen next week for more information.

New Business:

Christmas Party: Barbara Winter volunteered to check with Chef Imondi’s for reservations for the PCWA party tentatively scheduled for December 6th. The Warehouse and Big City Fish were chosen as alternative sites.

Coffee Mugs:  A motion was presented by Virginia Kash, seconded by Dick McWilliams and approved by members present to purchase and distribute twenty PCWA mugs to current and former officers and other members who have actively supported the PCWA and given their time and labor to the association.

Adjournment: The Business Meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m., followed by a reading by Wayne Garrett of his poem, Crackers.
Terry Wright, Secretary
Congratulations to Members and Friends

Lynn Wallace, Lon Prater, and Tony Simmons were all featured in an article in the News Herald on Sunday, October 16, because of their recent publications. 

Lon’s short story, “Deadglass,” won Lon an expenses-paid trip to Seattle, Washington, in August for a ceremony honoring writers accepted for the L. Ron Hubbard anthology Writers of the Future. (See the September Newsletter.) “Deadglass is an alternate history, speculating on what could have happened if the Catholic Church had not wiped out a heretic group called the Cathers in the 13th Century.

Tony Simmons’s first novel, Welcome to the Dawning of a New Century, was recently published by Potterville Press. Those of us who attended the September 20 PCWA meeting got an early peek at Welcome to the Dawning of a New Century and an opportunity to have Tony autograph a personal copy. Century is set in the real northwest Florida town of Century, but is peopled with fictitious characters that will be recognizable to all who have lived in small towns anywhere.
Lynn Wallace’s novel, Los Caminantes, was also very recently published by Pottersville Press. Lynn has lived and taught in Costa Rica, upon which he bases the fictitious country Veragua and his tale of anthropologist Alec Walker and his efforts to arm and understand native tribes threatened by powerful economic interests. But this is far more than a stirring adventure story, for Alec is grieving for his lost love Nadja and has conflicting feelings regarding the beautiful Alma Ordonez who accompanies the expedition seeking information about her missing father, Alec’s mentor.

Note also that Pottersville Press, the publisher of both Tony Simmons’s and Lynn Wallace’s novels, is the creation of another of our friends, Michael Lister. See the notice about North Florida Noir in next item.
Seeking Submissions for North Florida Noir
From Michael Lister, publisher of Pottersville Press: “I'm putting together an anthology titled North Florida Noir (for more info check out www.pottersvillepress.com) and I'd love to have each of you submit a story (if it interests you), and I'd appreciate you helping me spread the word to other writers. … The mean streets of north Florida may be desolate rural highways and backwoods dirt roads, but they are no less capable of cruel indifference to criminal acts than their urban counterparts. North Florida Noir is an anthology of short stories that explore this truth. We're defining "north" as anything above Orlando, but will consider anything north of Miami.”

The submission guidelines are given on the web site mentioned above, but briefly they are: 

· any length short story, but prefer 3,000 – 10,000 words

· January 15, 2006 deadline

· E-mail submission welcome at submissions@pottersvillepress.com
· Snail mail submissions to Pottersville Press, P.O. Box 35038, Panama City, FL 32412

· Use a legible standard font such as Courier or Times New Roman at 12 pt size.

· Indent the first line of new paragraphs by five spaces.

· Print on one side only. Except for the information in the upper right corner of the first page, double-space and use at least 1” margins on all sides.

Interesting Web Site

You may want to take a look at www.poemtrain.com. Although the name implies that it is for poets, it has sections of interest to prose writers a well. Among other things it features contests and critiques. 

Contests

H. E. Francis Award Short Story Competition, University of Alabama at Huntsville. Entry fee: $15. Submission deadline: December 31, 2005. Award: $1,000. Max. length: 5,000 words. Submit entry fee, 3 copies of manuscript with no author identification, cover sheet. SASE optional. See www.uah.edu/colleges/liberal/englishwhatnewcontest.html for complete details.

Third Annual Uccelli Press Poetry Chapbook Competition.  Entry fee: $15. Submission deadline: December 31, 2005. Award: 10 copies of published chapbook plus $100. Length: manuscript should be 24 – 32 pages plus title page, table of contents, and acknowledgement page listing any work previously published. See www.uccellipress.com/WRITERS/2004chapbookcontest.htm for more details. (Valid address even though it says 2004 contest.)

24th Annual Delacourt Press Contest for a First Young Adult Novel.  Entry fee: NONE. Prize: book contract plus $1,500 cash and $7,500 advance against royalties. Manuscripts must be in English and not have been submitted to previous Delacourt Press contests. See www.randomhouse.com/kids/writingcontests/#youngadult  for complete details.

1st Annual Pow Wow Paper Winter Fiction Contest. Entry fee: $12. Submission deadline: December 31, 2005. 1st prize: $250, publication. Max. length: 2,000 words. See www.powwowpaper.com for details.

Ohio State University Prize in Short Fiction. Entry fee: $20. Submission window: must be postmarked in month of January, not later than January 31, 2006. Prize: $1,500. Contest for a COLLECTION of short fiction, either short stories or novellas or combination of both, in English. Maximum total manuscript length  150 – 300 typed double-spaced pages (40,000 – 80,000 words) and maximum individual story or novella length 125 pages or 35,000 words. See www.ohiostatepress.org for complete details.
Words To Encourage, Inspire, Kick Us Out Of Complacency

This manuscript of yours that has just come back from another editor is a precious package. Don't consider it rejected. Consider that you've addressed it 'to the editor who can appreciate my work' and it has simply come back stamped 'Not at this address'. Just keep looking for the right address. 

——Barbara Kingsolver

Don't mistake a good setup for a satisfying conclusion -- many beginning writers end their stories when the real story is just ready to begin. 

——Stanley Schmidt
The test of any good fiction is that you should care something for the characters; the good to succeed, the bad to fail. The trouble with most fiction is that you want them all to land in hell, together, as quickly as possible. 

——Mark Twain

When I examine myself and my methods of thought I come to the conclusion that the gift of fantasy has meant more to me than my talent for absorbing knowledge. 

——Albert Einstein

My mother drew a distinction between achievement and success. She said that achievement is the knowledge that you have studied and worked hard and done the best that is in you. Success is being praised by others, and that's nice, too, but not as important or satisfying. Always aim for achievement and forget about success. 

——Helen Hayes

Tell the readers a story! Because without a story, you are merely using words to prove you can string them together in logical sentences. 

——Anne McCaffrey 

Who is more to be pitied, a writer bound and gagged by policemen or one living in perfect freedom who has nothing more to say? 

——Kurt Vonnegut 

 Plotting is like sex. Plotting is about desire and satisfaction, anticipation and release. You have to arouse your reader's desire to know what happens, to unravel the mystery, to see good triumph. You have to sustain it, keep it warm, feed it, just a little bit, not too much at a time, as your story goes on. That's called suspense. It can bring desire to a frenzy, in which case you are in a good position to bring off a wonderful climax. 
----Colin Greenland 

