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Mark McDonald Shares His Writing Experiences
Our April 19 screenwriter and film producer Mark McDonald shared with PCWA members two aspects of his writing career, one an emotionally charged personal experience that led to his current book project and the other his career in screenwriting. In both cases listeners heard him “tell it like it was.”

In 1995 Mark’s mother Thelma Ralston became quite ill and her condition worsened as a year passed without proper diagnosis, but when it came, the proper diagnosis was primary pulmonary hypertension. The hazardous treatment for this rare disease requires constant attention by the victim and a caregiver. When Mark’s stepfather was stricken with cancer it suddenly fell on Mark to be that caregiver, an experience that he values. 

After Thelma’s passing in 1998, Mark struggled with feelings of anger and frustration at what he felt was inadequate medical attention for his mother and yet he had a deep appreciation for the closeness between his mother and himself that grew as he cared for her during her illness. He began to write about these feelings, at first letters to a friend, and found the process cathartic, so he kept writing and eventually decided that he would write a book which he titled Living in the Rainbow. It not only tells the story of Mark’s journey with Thelma through the final years of her life but it educates the reader about pulmonary hypertension.

After he had three chapters, he began to seek an agent. Three hundred queries and 299 rejections later, he found an agent who has been very supportive of him as he finished the book – 1200 pages – and then went through the painful process of editing it down to about 545 pages. The manuscript has not sold yet, but the agent remains encouraging and supportive.

Mark, a native of Birmingham, Alabama, has written for more than 100 commercials, infomercials and corporate and industrial videos, but early in his career he struggled with the Hollywood scene. He wrote screenplays in sci-fi and horror genres and action/adventure (secret agents). Based on his experiences he offers some valuable advice:

· Avoid popular topics. The industry is looking for the NEXT big thing, not what is hot now, because projects have a lead time of at least two years.

· Write what you know, preferably what ONLY you know.

· Write your script as completely and concretely as you can before you show it to anyone.

· Choose your title carefully. Properly chosen titles can act as hooks to gain the attention of script buyers.

· Register your screenplay with Writers Guild of America before showing it to anyone.

· Get representation (an agent) but select your agent with care – not all are honest. Do not try to market your script yourself. (Idea theft is rampant – you need witnesses on your side.)

· Keep a log of all communications with agents, producers, directors, etc., including contemporaneous phone logs.

· Study to prepare yourself for screenwriting and for dealing with the film industry. Mark has found two books to be extremely helpful: Story: Substance, Style and the Principles of Screenwriting, by Robert McKee (which would be helpful to anyone writing fiction in any form), and Adventures in the Screen Trade, by William Goldman. (Ed. Note: To provide a pricing estimate, I found that Amazon.com offers Story at $23.10 and Adventures in the Screen Trade in paperback at $12.39. Local booksellers  may charge somewhat more, but without a shipping charge.)

· Use accepted screenplay format, which differs from any other form of writing. Mark uses Final Draft software for screenplays and Final Draft AV for his TV work. Both these software packages automate the proper formatting. (Ed. Note: To provide pricing estimates, I found that Amazon.com offers Final Draft 7 at $187.99, Final Draft AV2 at $119.99, and Final Draft Scriptwriter’s Suite at $264.99. Students may qualify for discounts from the makers of Final Draft.)

--- Mary Anne Wright
Minutes of the April 5, 2005, Business Meeting

The meeting was called to order by President Virginia Kash at 6:45. The other officer in attendance was Secretary Mary Anne Wright. Total attendance was 13.

Minutes of the March 1 meeting were approved as read.

Old Business
Virginia had brought her copies of Peter Bowerman’s books, which she passed around for examination. She is working on setting up a day and a half workshop with Peter in late fall.

New Business
Bill Woods requested information on Mark McDonald so that he could properly pursue publicity for Mark’s program on April 19. Virginia said she would pass along the info she had.

Lon Prater stated that the web domain fee will be due in May. He proposed that he would pay it and then ask for reimbursement. That plan was approved.

Lon also announced that he is working on a resource page for the web site. Members who have information for the resource page should contact Lon. Don’t forget to remove the “no spam” before sending your e-mail.

Gene Cabot pointed out that he needs to know the speaker’s name and meeting date before each third Tuesday meeting so he can get the presentation gift properly labeled. To simplify the process of purchasing the gift, he asked that he be given a check made out to Lucas Trophies for $30 in advance. That was approved.

The business meeting was adjourned at 7:45.

A short literary night program followed the business meeting. Wayne Garrett read his poem “Brainy Folk,” and Terry Wright read his short story “The Dean.”

Submitted by Mary Anne Wright, Secretary
New Member

A warm Welcome to Richard E. McWilliams.
Congratulations to Michael Lister

We are pleased to note that our friend and neighbor Michael Lister has exciting news about his book Blood of the Lamb: it is a finalist for ForeWord Magazine’s Book of the Year Award. This award was established to bring increased attention from librarians and booksellers to the literary achievements of independent publishers and their authors. A jury of librarians, booksellers and reviewers are selected to judge the categories for entry, and they select winners and finalists based on editorial excellence and professional production as well as the originality of the narrative and the value the book adds to its genre. Winners will be announced in May. 

Also Michael’s third John Jordan mystery, The Body and the Blood, will be out soon, so keep an eye out for it.
A Word of Disclaimer

The PCWA is not endorsing the contests and conferences and writers services listed in this Newsletter. These items have come to our attention and appear to be of interest, but neither the officers of PCWA nor the Newsletter Editor can personally vouch for the value of any of them. Please investigate to your own satisfaction.

Mary Anne Wright, Newsletter Editor
Contest Announcements
Last call. Entries in the Sixth Annual PCWA Writing Contest must be postmarked by May 31. Entries have been arriving from far and wide. Don’t let your work be left out of this great contest. Categories are Personal Essay / Memoir (max 3000 words), Short Story (fiction) (max 300 words), Rhyming Poetry (max 50 lines), and Non-rhyming Poetry (max 50 lines). Entry fee is $10 for first item and $5 for each additional item, any category.

The Tallahassee Writers Association is holding its 18th Annual Penumbra 2005 Poetry & Haiku Contest. For details, contest email and book orders check their web site at http://twaonline.org   Submission deadline is midnight June 30, 2000. First prize is $200 for poetry; $100 for haiku; winners and finalists get a free copy of contest anthology. Mail entries and fees of $5/poem and/or $3/haiku to: TWA Penumbra, PO Box 15995, Tallahassee, FL 32317-5995.

New Letters 20th Annual Literary Awards: $1000 Alexander Patterson Cappon Fiction Award, $1000 New Letters Poetry Award, $1000 Dorothy Churchill Cappon Essay Award.  All antrants will be considered for publication and will receive a one-year subscription to New Letters, A Magazine of Writing and Art. Deadline is May 18 postmark, or enter online at www.newletters.org. Entry fees are $15 for first entry, $10 for each additional entry. Make checks payable to New Letters Literary Awards. Provide two cover sheets – the first with complete name, address, email/phone, category, and title(s); the second with category and title(s) only. Personal information should not appear anywhere else on the entry. Manuscripts will not be returned. Simultaneous submissions are allowed; please notify New Letters if work is accepted elsewhere. All entries are considered for publication. Submit online or mail entries to New Letters Literary Awards, University house, 5101 Rockhill Road, University of Missouri-Kansas City, Kansas City, MO 64110.

The West Florida Literary Federation is seeking submissions for its Emerald Coast Review, Volume XII: gulf Coast Hurricanes. As the subtitle implies, the theme is Gulf Coast hurricanes, how the storms affect our lives and property, and the perseverance of the human spirit. Categories are poetry (max 200 lines), fiction (max 2000 words), nonfiction (max 2000 words), art (6 individual black and white images) and photography (6 individual black and white images). Submission fee is $15 per submission ($10 for WFLF members, and membership is $10 for students and seniors and $20 for other individuals). Deadline is postmarked by July 1, 2005. Each submission must include all of the following: (1)Cover letter with name and address of author/artist  (2)SASE for acceptance / rejection notice  (3)Hard copy of each item with title in upper right hand corner of each page (first page for manuscripts) but NO AUTHOR NAME or IDENTIFYING SYMBOLS. Poems should be one per page, showing layout exactly as intended with stanza breaks (SB) labeled and the line count in the upper right corner above the title. Artwork / photographs should be one per page with layout exactly as desired and graphic elements exactly as they should appear on the printed page. Manuscripts should be clear and clean copy on 8 ½” x 11” white paper, typed double spaced, 1” margin on all sides, but do not number pages.  (4)Disc (floppy or 5”) containing all items  (5)Check for submission fee payable to West Florida Literary Federation  (6)Brief biography of author/artist including full name, profession, education, published works, special interests, which will be printed in publication if work is chosen. Mail submission(s) to Emerald Coast Review, West Florida Literary Federation, 400 South Jefferson Street, Suite 210, Pensacola, FL 32502-5902. Questions? Phone 850-435-0942 or e-mail ECRWFLF@aol.com 
May Meetings
Our next meeting is on May 3. It will be a brief business meeting. The May 17 meeting will be an “open mike” session. Bring your work to read and invite all your writing friends to do so, too.
Cook Your Query

Nutritionists tell us that vegetables like carrots and broccoli actually deliver more vitamins and anti-oxidants when they're cooked a little, putting to rest the belief that to get their nutrients, you have to eat vegetables raw. 

Query letters need the same kind of "cooking." Boil down your paragraphs until you can get your whole query on one page. Skim off the account of why you wrote or are writing the book. Add a slanted sauce that makes your book sound like a perfect project for that publisher. And finally, serve it up with perfect spelling and correct formatting. 

Read your pitch paragraphs to see whether you can replace any word with a stronger one, or cut parts or all of some sentences. Remind yourself that this query is even more important than your book manuscript. 

Adapted from Writer’s Digest online workshops
Upcoming Conferences

The Southern Breeze Region of the Society of Children’s Book Writers & Illustrators will present its 14th annual fall conference, Writing & Illustrating for Kids ’05, on October 15, 2005, in Birmingham, Alabama. Keynote speaker is Kim Siegleson, award winning author. Addition faculty includes Robert Brown, agent, Wylie-Merrick Literary Agency; Patrick Collins, Art Director, Henry Holt Books for Young Readers; Dianne Hamilton, Senior Editor, OnStage Publishing; Arianne Lewin, Editorial Assistant, Hyperion Books; Sharene Martin, Agent, Wylie-Merrick literary Agency; Han Nolan, National Book Award author; Annie Laura Smith, author and ICL instructor; plus more to be announced. There will be nearly 30 workshops to choose from. For updates, send an SASE to P.O., Box 26282, Birmingham, AL 35260 or visit the web site: www.southern-breeze.org. 
The Writers Guild of Acadiana will present their writers conference on Saturday, May 21, in the Holiday Inn Holidome in Lafayette, LA. Registration begins at 8:00 a.m. and the program concludes with a pitch session from 4:00 – 5:00 p.m. Fee is $75 for WGA members, $90 for others until May 2, after which they increase to $80 and $95. The fee does not include lunch. The conference will include speakers and workshops in several genres – something for everyone interested in learning more about the writer’s craft. Author Alicia Rasley will speak on the art of fiction writing; award-winning Louisiana film-maker Pat Mire will give the inside scoop on screenwriting; Agent Steve Grant will provide tips on getting past the slush pile; poet Bill Thompson will show you how to breathe life into your poetry; and author Natalie Collins will tell you how to find the right agent and get your work into the hands of a new York publisher. The schedule includes pitch sessions at the end of the day (with Steve Grant?) – no extra fee, sign up when you register. Also, if any of our published authors are planning to attend, they are welcome to bring their books and participate in a book signing, and donated promo items or copies of books would be welcome. (Ed. Note: For what purpose I am not sure – door prizes?) Information at www.writersguildofacadiana.com  The registration form is reproduced below as a courtesy to our sister organization.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

WGA 2005 CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM

NAME _________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS ______________________________________________________________

PHONE and E-MAIL ____________________________________________________

AMOUNT ENCLOSED ___________________

Note: Fee does not include lunch. After May 2, 2005, fees will be $80 for members, $95 for non-members. Please send your check or money order and this form to: WRITERS’ GUILD OF ACADIANA, P.O. Box 51532,  Lafayette, LA 70505-1532.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
