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PCWA Sixth Annual Writing Contest

Now is the time to polish up your best work to enter in the PCWA Writing Contest. Categories are Memoirs / Personal Essays, Short Stories, Rhyming Poetry, and Non-Rhyming Poetry. Prose entries should be no longer than 3000 words; poetry entries should no more than 50 lines. A $100 First Prize, $50 Second Prize, and $25 Third Prize will be awarded in each category. Submissions will be received from February 1 to May 31, 2005.

There is no limit on the number of entries from an author. The entry fee is $10 for the first item entered and $5 for each additional item, regardless of category. For example, a person entering one item in each of the four categories would pay a $25 entry fee.

Entries must be in English, the author’s sole original work, and previously unpublished. All entries must be cleanly typed on unlined white paper on one side only. Prose entries must be double-spaced with one inch margins all around. Poetry should be single-spaced with double-spacing between stanzas.

All judging will be blind. Therefore, do not put your name on any page of your entry. Instead, provide a cover page for each entry that has the title of the work, the category you are entering, your name, address, e-mail address, and phone number. For prose entries, include the word count on the cover page. Type the title of the work on its first page as well as in a header that also contains the page number on each subsequent page. Submit two copies of the work for each entry.

If you are unsure of the category of your entry, consult the list of definitions provided elsewhere in this issue and on the PCWA web site www.panamacitywriters.org.  

No entries will be returned. Do not send your only copy. PCWA reserves the right to publish winning entries, in which case you must provide electronic copy in Word or RTF format.

Send your entries along with a check or money order for the appropriate entry fee to PCWA Writing Contest, P.O. Box 15223, Panama City, FL 32406. All entries must be postmarked by May 31, 2005. Winners will be notified by mail by July 31, 2005, and results will be posted on the PCWA web site shortly thereafter. PCWA reserves the right to extend the deadline at its discretion. Should the deadline be extended, notification will be announced through area media and on the PCWA web site.


If you are unsure of the category of your entry, consult this list of definitions:

Short Story - A short piece if prose fiction, having few characters and aiming at unity of effect.

Memoir/Personal Essay - A personal essay deals with personal experiences, opinions, and prejudices, stressing especially the unusual or novel in attitude and having to do with the various aspects of everyday life.

Rhyming Poetry - A rhythmical composition written in meter; verse.

Non-Rhyming Poetry - Prose that resembles a poem in some respect, as in form or sound.

Fiction - A literary work whose content is produced by the imagination and is not recognizably based on fact.

Prose - Prose-the ordinary form of writing without rhyme or metrical structure.

Super Future Workshops in the Works

[redacted] is working on two wonderful workshops for later this year. She is discussing a Friday evening / Saturday workshop with Peter Bowerman on self publishing and commercial writing. Peter gave two intriguing but much too brief talks on these topics at the recent booksAlive! Cost for this program will be about $149. She is also planning a panel discussion on writing and a book signing with Janis Owens and Sue Conroy (wife of Pat Conroy). Cost for this program will be about $15. Both these events would be at GCCC and there would be discounts for PCWA members. Please attend the March 1 business meeting to learn more about and to help plan these programs.

Minutes of PCWA Business Meeting, February 1, 2005

With ten in attendance, Secretary Mary Anne Wright, the only officer present, called the meeting to order at 6:37p.m.

Minutes of the January 4, 2005, business meeting were read by Mary Anne Wright and approved as read.

Old Business: Rules, categories, and deadlines for the 6th Annual Writing Contest were discussed. Barbara Winter distributed lists of categories used or mentioned by Writer’s Digest and definitions of pertinent terms that she had found in various sources. After much discussion it was decided to have poetry categories Rhyming and Non-Rhyming and prose categories Short Stories and Memoir / Personal Essay, which seemed to be a better classification of the bulk of the non-fiction entries received in 2004. The prose entries will be limited to 3000 words, and the poetry entries to 50 lines, as in previous years. The entry deadline will be May 31, and the winner notification deadline will be July 31. Minor modifications to the rules will include requiring entries to be on white paper, multiple pages to be paper clipped together, every page of an entry to carry a header with the title and the page number.  Authors of works to be included in the Sea Oats Review must provide electronic copy in either MS Word or RTF format. Brief definitions of the categories will be posted on the PCWA web site.

New Business: Terry Wright volunteered to co-chair the Contest Committee. Mary Anne Wright volunteered to chair the Magazine Committee and Bill Woods volunteered to serve on that committee. Bill Woods volunteered to work on the Publicity Committee, and Mary Anne reported that Janice Berry had said she would work on that committee later in the year. Several future program ideas were suggested, including “Ins and Outs of MS Word for Writers,” “Anatomy of a Film,”  and Tony Simmons or someone else from the News Herald. Physical Plant: Gene Cabot reported that a microphone stand is needed to isolate the microphone from the podium and amplifier to eliminate the feed-back problem. He had investigated stands at Radio Shack and recommended a collapsible model that can be brought to meetings along with the rest of the sound equipment. It costs $19.99. It was decided to authorize Gene to buy the stand.

Readings followed the business meeting adjournment at 7:45. Marian Nickel read an opinion piece “Choosing the God(s) You Will Worship,” Dorothy Reeves read a very short story “Pearl,” Pete Roberts read a poem “The Evil King,” Wayne Garrett read a poem “Limits,” and Mary Anne Wright read a one-page synopsis of her novel for critique.

---Submitted by Mary Anne Wright

Literary Night

PCWA broke from its recent pattern of having a speaker for the third Tuesday meeting and hosted instead a Literary Night on February 15. 

Pete Roberts entertained us with a masterfully rhymed poem, “Easting Down,” inspired by his chance noting of the definition of the term in a dictionary. 

Three members offered works for criticism. Emilia Hughes read two of her poems, “Target” and “The World Is Mine,” both of which were powerful and thought-provoking free verse. Terry Wright read “The Government Trailer Camp,” a novel excerpt / short story dealing with poorly disciplined children in an overcrowded government trailer camp during World War II. We felt the sloshing mud of the roads and cringed as the delinquents suckered their younger brother into a dangerous “game.” Lee Collins read “Thrills, Chills, and Something Else,” a horror story about a ride on a completely enclosed, darkened roller coaster. The “something else” had the hair rising on the backs of our necks. Lively discussion followed each of these, and each author received several constructive suggestions.

---- Mary Anne Wright

----------------------

Book Review and Promotion Services

Have a book coming out and need a review? Shirley Roe’s AllBooks Review provides reviews as well as other services, including manuscript editing. We have no personal experience with this service, but the web site www.allbooksreviews.com  answers many questions and offers a means of contact for those wanting more information such as the actual cost of the services. There is also an email address: allbooksreviews@aol.com .
Workshop for Children’s Book Writers

A workshop for children’s book writers will be presented by Tim Thomas on Wednesday, March 2, 12 – 2:30, in Room M107 at the Bay County District Media Center, Robert L. Young Building, 1110 West 17th St, Panama City. Topics will include manuscripts, illustrations, book layout and design, publishing, printing, distribution, and pricing. Cost is $25 per person. Call Tim Thomas at 819-1707 to register.

In Memoriam

Walter Edward “Walt” Larson

March 30, 1936 – January 30, 2005

Walt Larson, a charter member of the Panama City Writers Association, was a fine writer who mentored many of us. He was an active member of PCWA, and guest speaker at several PCWA meetings, before moving to Lawrence, Kansas, a couple of years ago. In the last few years he was achieving the publication success and recognition he deserved, with books The Sitka Incident and From the Wilderness in print and several others in the works. Walt will be missed.

Poetry Anthology Seeks Submissions

Great Purple Hairstreak Press (a registered not-for-profit Florida corporation) is seeking submissions for an anthology of poetry designed to provide space for several poets, offering each poet an opportunity to present a number of poems. All varieties of poetry will be considered. Submit no less than fifteen and no more than twenty-five poems. The review panel will select poets and will choose a number of the selected poets’ works for publication. Published poets will receive three copies of the volume as payment. Poems must be unpublished or previously published individually, but in the latter case the date and publication title must be given. Send submissions to:

GPHP Anthology

653 West 23rd Street, PMB #275

Panama City, FL 32405-3922

Include a check or money order for $25 made payable to Great Purple Hairstreak Press. This fee is non-refundable and does not guarantee publication. Include an SASE for return of submissions. Submissions without SASE will not be returned. Include a one-paragraph bio, along with complete address, phone number, e-mail address, and a list of all submissions on a separate sheet of paper.

March 15 Program: Tony Simmons 

Tony Simons, the assistant managing editor-news at The News Herald in Panama City Florida is an award-winning columnist and writer, his work recognized by the Florida Society of Newspaper Editors, the Florida Press Club, the Florida School Boards Associations and others. 

Dazed and Raving in the Undercurrents Simmons’ first book, is more than a collection of award-winning work by a columnist and news editor; it is the story of a man and his journey as writer, husband, father and human being, a journey filled with insight, comedy and catastrophes. 

Throughout a ten year span at the News Herald, Simmons has commented upon life in the Panhandle while delving into themes of love, loss, discovery and hope.

We are pleased to help Simmons in further launching Dazed and Raving in the Undercurrents by hosting him in an informative and lively discussion on writing, his book and other topics of interest to writers and his reading public. A book sales and signing for all who missed meeting Tony at the recent booksAlive festival at Gulf Coast Community College will finalize the evening. 

Women’s Mag Writing Opportunities

WritersMarket.com lists many magazines, including more than 50 women's magazines. Here are four updated listings:

Complete Woman is "written for today's busy women, in a concise, clear format with useful information." This bimonthly magazine is 90% freelance written, paying $160-400 for nonfiction features. 

Family Circle Magazine is "a national women's service magazine which covers many stages of a woman's life, along with her everyday concerns about social, family, and health issues." This magazine, published every three weeks, is 80% freelance written, paying $1 per word for nonfiction features. 

Her Sports covers women's outdoor, individual sports. This bimonthly magazine is 60% freelance written, paying $200-300 for assigned articles. 

Woman's Life, a publication of Woman's Life Insurance Society, is published for a primarily female-membership to help them care for themselves and their families. This monthly magazine is 30% freelance written, paying $150-500 for nonfiction features. 

For more information, go to WritersMarket.com.

Congratulations!

Lon Prater is a finalist in the “Writers of the Future” contest for the 4th quarter of 2004. Out of about 1000 entries, his story is in the top eight. If his story places in the top three, he will receive a very nice cash award, a free trip to California for a weeklong writers’ workshop, and publication in the “Writers of the Future” annual chapbook. Even writers whose works receive Honorable Mentions will get the trip and publication, so Lon has an excellent chance to score big. Lon also has sold two writing related articles to T-Zero Writers Ezine (http://thewritersezine.com): “Miniskirts & Higher Math: Chapter Lengths Revisited” will appear in the April issue and “Spookproofing Your Cover Letter” will appear in the July issue.

Jim Kimes had an essay, “‘Not really’ just won’t do, really,” in the News Herald on February 15.

Gene Cabot is an excellent example of the importance of setting goals for our writing. Gene set a goal of having 24 publications in 2004. He didn’t quite achieve it – he only had 19 – but how many would he have had without that goal to strive for? 

Writing Contests

TOM HOWARD/JOHN H. REID SHORT STORY CONTEST 
Prizes of $1,000, $500, $250 will be awarded, plus four Publication Royalty Awards of $150 and three Encouragement Awards of $75 each. Winning entries will be published. Submit any type of short story, essay or other work of prose, up to 8,000 words. You may submit work that has been published or won prizes elsewhere, as long as you own the anthology and online publication rights. $10 entry fee, payable to Winning Writers. Postmark deadline: March 31. Judge: Tom Howard. Submit online or mail to Winning Writers, Attn: Tom Howard Short Story Contest, 351 Pleasant Street, PMB 222, Northampton, MA 01060. More information: http://www.winningwriters.com/tomstory.htm 
WERGLE FLOMP POETRY CONTEST - NO FEE
Prizes of $1,190, $169, $60 and 5 honorable mentions of $38 each. No fee to enter. A humor contest with a special twist. Judge: Jendi Reiter. Deadline: April 1. Submit one poem online at: http://www.winningwriters.com/contestflomp.htm
WAR POETRY CONTEST
Prizes of $1,500, $500, $250 and 10 honorable mentions of $75 each. Submit 1-3 original, unpublished poems on the theme of war, up to 500 lines in all. $12 entry fee, payable to Winning Writers. Postmark deadline: May 31. Judge: Jendi Reiter. Submit online or mail to Winning Writers, Attn: War Poetry Contest, 351 Pleasant Street, PMB 222, Northampton, MA 01060. More information:http://www.winningwriters.com/annualcontest.htm
MARGARET REID POETRY CONTEST FOR TRADITIONAL VERSE
Prizes of $1,000, $400, $200, plus four Encouragement Awards of $100 each. Winning entries will be published. Submit poems in traditional verse forms, such as sonnets and haiku. You may submit work that has been published or won prizes elsewhere, as long as you own the anthology and online publication rights. Entry fee is $5 for every 25 lines, payable to Winning Writers. Postmark deadline: June 30. Judge: John H. Reid. Submit online or mail to Winning Writers, Attn: Margaret Reid Poetry Contest, 351 Pleasant Street, PMB 222, Northampton, MA 01060. More information:
http://www.winningwriters.com/margaret.htm
 TOM HOWARD/JOHN H. REID POETRY CONTEST
Prizes of $1,000, $400, $200, plus four Encouragement Awards of $100 each. Winning entries will be published. Submit poems in any style or genre. You may submit work that has been published or won prizes elsewhere, as long as you own the anthology and online publication rights. Entry fee is $5 for every 25 lines, payable to Winning Writers. Postmark deadline: September 30. Judge: Tom Howard. Submit online or mail to Winning Writers, Attn: Tom Howard Poetry Contest, 351 Pleasant Street, PMB 222, Northampton, MA 01060. More information: http://www.winningwriters.com/tompoetry.htm
