“Open Mike” Literary Night

On May 17 we enjoyed a third Tuesday meeting devoted to samples of our member’s writing, with eight members attending and three guests present. Guests were Merrelyn Currier, with a general interest in writing and music – she plays the flute; Ralph Bazan, who is working on a novel and writing short stories; and Meg Bazan who is working on a biography. 

Mary Anne Wright read “Among Friends,” a short story involving under-age drinking and a drowning tragedy. The tale was terse and tautly written with a hard twist of the plot at the end.

Janice Berry read an excerpt from her novel about her family’s emigration from Prussia to America in 1827. She provided us with good dialog and vernacular and excellent visual background settings of late winter and early spring in the old country. 

Pete Roberts read two pieces, a whimsical poem called Je Pense, which challenged those of us (me, anyway) whose language skills don’t include Latin and French. His second piece was a short story about Finding Clarksville, Florida, a community where there really isn’t a lot of town to find.

Wayne Garret read a pair of his latest poems. “Western Writers” was about writers of westerns and lessons to be learned about life. “The Question” was about a deeply philosophical study on bugs.

Logan Pope treated us to a fast moving excerpt from his novel, This Thing of Darkness. The story has a theatrical background with scene development and dialog redolent of a good screenplay.  Character descriptions and “stage action” were outstanding.
Dick McWilliams read us “First Leg,” a short story about the perils of flying – and crises of confidence – around NW Florida in the early fifties.

We all felt we’d had a productive evening and the readers went home with some constructive advice for improvement of their work. Critique was fast and heavy for all the works presented – with a good exchange between writer and critic.

We owe a debt of gratitude for the inspiring influence these writers provided us. They made us take a closer look at what we’re doing and what we need to do to follow their example. Thanks to Mary Anne, Janice, Pete, Wayne, Logan and Dick for providing incentive and encouragement to the rest of us.

--- Terry Wright
News from our Webmaster

Webmaster Lon Prater has been continuously improving our PCWA web site www.panamacitywriters.org.  Recently he has been working on the Writers Resources page, and has many great sources of information and help listed, sorted by category. And the big news is that now any of us can add to that list. Just click the “Add Your Own Link” button.
Upcoming Meetings

All meetings are held at 6:30 p.m. at the St. Andrew Civic Club, 2629 West 10th Street, Panama City.

June 7: Business meeting
    June 21: TBA
       This is your organization. Attend and contribute to its vitality.

PCWA Minutes for May 3, 2005

The meeting was called to order at 6:40 by President Virginia Kash.  Other officers present were Ed Pipkin, Vice President, and Mary Anne Wright, Secretary. There were 11 members in attendance, and two guests: Barbara Dagney, with interest in essays and short stories; and Robert Hill, who works on children’s books.

Minutes of the April business meeting were read and approved as written by Mary Anne Wright.

Treasurer’s Report not presented as Peggy Tolbert was not present. 

Old Business:

Contest Committee: Barbara Winter, contest co-chair, reported that entries are beginning to come in but at a slow pace. Wayne Garrett moved that we authorize the contest committee to extend the submissions deadline 30 days beyond the current May 31 date if the committee feels the extension is necessary.  The motion was seconded and approved by a voice vote of the membership. Mary Anne Wright agreed to supply Virginia Kash an extended list of authors for a mail campaign to increase submissions. Bill Wood will pursue additional publicity through the News-Herald.

Programs Committee: Virginia Kash is working with Jim Barr of GCCC to finalize details of the Peter Bowerman workshop. Barbara Winter has made contact with the presenter for the program on Microsoft Word for Writers. The appearance of Lisa Miscione will be deferred, hopefully to a future date, but she will be participating in the 6th Annual Gulf Coast Writers and Storytellers Conference, September 17, 2005. (See notice elsewhere in this Newsletter.)

New Business: The Treasurer’s Office comprised the main topic of New Business for the meeting. Following discussion and explanation of the situation from Mary Anne Wright and Virginia Kash, it became apparent that contact with Ms. Tolbert has broken down. Virginia agreed to contact the bank and call Peggy Tolbert to try to straighten things out. 

Adjournment: The Business Meeting was adjourned at 7:38 p.m. 



—– Terry Wright
New Appointments
Due to the above-mentioned problems with the Treasurer’s office, President Virginia Kash has appointed Mary Anne Wright as Treasurer for PCWA, and Terry Wright as Secretary, effective May 6, 2005.

Give This a Try

Fiction writers, how do you begin a story? Where do you find your inspiration? If you are like me, sometimes you have a topic, a plot, a character that you simply must write about. But what about those times when you sit in front of your computer, knowing that you should be writing, but not knowing where to begin?

Following up on a recent PCWA program on publishing opportunities which emphasized the Writers’ Journal, I became intrigued with the Writers’ Journal bi-monthly short story contests. Entrants must write a short story, maximum 1500 words, beginning with the phrase given by Writer’s Journal.  The phrase for the last contest was “The dew covered…” and the current one is “The bottle was…” Neither is very inspiring, and both could lead to some dreadfully trite lines, but I decided to give the exercise a try. For me, the phrases gave the necessary push to overcome “blank screen brain freeze.” I have turned out a couple of stories, which I may not enter in the contest, but they’re readable and gripping and certainly not about anything I would have felt a pressing need to write.

Other writers’ magazines also have contests and writing assignments that may get your creative juices flowing. Take a look at some of them, and give this a try if you have trouble getting a story started. But be careful – I think this could become addictive.

---Mary Anne Wright
Congratulations!
PCWA member Lon Prater is a Published Finalist in the Writers of the Future Contest. This is an Honorable Mention like no other we have heard of – he’ll be flown to Hollywood in August for a week long workshop with the pros and his story will appear in the next volume of the Writers of the Future. “Naturally, I’m stoked about this,” Lon says.  

In addition to his contest success, Lon also has recently had a story reprinted in “The Best of SDO,” the first print edition of a formerly web-only magazine, had a poem accepted by “Ideomancer,” an online speculative fiction site that only last month began considering poetry, had another writing article accepted by “T-zero,” the writers’ ezine, and sold a short review of Stephen r. Donaldson’s The Runes of the Earth to “Associated Content.”

President Virginia Kash will have articles in the July/August issue and in the November/December issue of “Wiregrass Living.” (See message on page 4.)

Hearty Congratulations! to Lon and Virginia.
PCWA Needs Your Support

The Contest Committee reports that entries in the writing contest are lagging far behind last year’s performance. This is one of the major activities of PCWA, and it needs your support. Your great work can’t be a winner unless you enter it! We are offering cash prizes -- $100 First Prize, $50 Second Prize, and $25 Third Prize in each of the four categories of Short Story (max 3000 words), Memoir/Personal Essay (max 3000 words), Rhyming Poetry (max 50 lines), and Non-rhyming Poetry (max 50 lines). Judging is blind by qualified judges who are published authors, so be sure to follow the rules and place your name only on the cover sheet for each entry and nowhere on the actual work. Submit two copies of each entry. Use 8 ½ x 11 white paper, double space prose, single space poetry with double space between stanzas. Entry fees are $10 for the first entry and $5 for each additional entry by the same author, regardless of category. Postmark deadline is May 31.
Writers’ Opportunities
Catharsis’s Journal is a critical writing, performing arts, and emerging artist journal for Northwest Florida. Its focus is to cultivate an open dialogue within the community regarding the development of humanities and the arts. As a vehicle for local and region writers, visual & performing artists the journal is a culmination of purged thought and analysis. Published on a bi-weekly basis Catharsis’s Journal has a circulation of 500 copies which are distributed in cultural circles through out Bay County, FL. If you are interested in reaching an audience in Northwest, FL to raise awareness of yourself as an artist or your business please contact David Hayes, Editor and Publisher, dhaze_arts@yahoo.com, about this opportunity.        (Editor’s note: This item was forwarded to the Newsletter by Webmaster Lon Prater. I have not investigated this opportunity and do not know the meaning of “purged thought,” but am simply making it available to pursue if you are interested. – Mary Anne Wright)
Red Dragon Tales Readers Theatre in Baton Rouge, LA, is seeking short fiction for its new experimental literary theatre venue. “RDTales is looking for authors to read their quality original short fiction in front of a live audience. We’re just looking for a good story, a fine yarn, a real humdinger sort of thing.” Stories should be 2500-5000 words and easily read in 30 minutes or less. For submission guidelines, go to www.hometown.aol.com/RDTales or e-mail RDTales@aol.com. Red Dragon Readers Theatre is at 5105 Government Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70806. Contact person is Sam Irwin, Creative Director, samparadis@aol.com.  (Thanks to Writers Guild of Acadiana for this information.)

Writers Guild of Acadiana brings to our attention the following item by Luke Tunnicliffe which appeared in a recent issue of AARP MAGAZINE: “FOR WRITERS OVER 50, A VENUE TO CALL THEIR OWN  When Jean Connor shelved her career as a librarian, she turned to writing poetry as a second calling. And after two decades, the 85-year-old wordsmith’s toils have reaped some noteworthy rewards: Four years after winning Passenger’s annual poetry contest for writers over 50, she’s learned that the literary magazine will publish her first book. Passager (a combination of “passages” and “passenger”) may be the only American journal to focus on the writing of those over 50… ‘Let’s say you’re starting to write when you’re 65,’ says Kendra Kopelke, the publication’s co-founder and co-editor. ‘You have all sorts of energy and time, but do you have the same opportunity to get attention as younger writers? The answer is no. That is what Passager responds to.’ The eclectic Baltimore-based journal, which mixes poetry with fiction and memoir, publishes two issues a year, including one featuring the winning entries of the poetry contest. ‘We wouldn’t print something that is very sweet; that kind of writing is available elsewhere,’ says Kopelke, who shuns what she describes as stereotypical experiences. “We want to find the real complexity of an experience.’” The journal celebrates its 15th anniversary this year. Find Passager at http://raven.ubalt.edu/passager/WRITERS.HTM. (Editor’s note: When I went to this web site I found submission guidelines for “writers of all ages,” so the journal may not be strictly for writers over 50, but the bulk of featured writers appeared to be “mature.” – Mary Anne Wright)
Gulf Coast residents are invited to submit their hurricane stories to the
West Florida Literary Federation's forthcoming Autumn 2005 edition of the Emerald
Coast Review.  This year's theme is "Gulf Coast Hurricanes." Categories include fiction, nonfiction, poetry, artwork, and photography. Age divisions are adult and high school.  The cutoff date is July 1, 2005.  The submission fee is $10.00 WFLF members and $15.00 non-members.  For detailed guidelines, call 435-0942 or e-mail Emerald Coast Review at WFLF@aol.com.

Tallahassee Writers Association’s 18th Annual Penumbra 2005 Poetry & Haiku Contest  For details, check TWA website at http://twaonline.org.  Submission deadline is June 30, 2005. First prize is $200 for poetry’ $200 for haiku. Winners and finalists get a free copy of contest anthology. Mail entries and fees (($5 per poem, $3 per haiku) to: TWA Penumbra, P.O. Box 15995, Tallahassee, FL 32317-5995.
Writers Conferences

The 6th Annual Gulf Coast Writers and Storytellers Conference is scheduled for Saturday, September 17, 2005, in the Language Arts building at GCCC. This conference will also host the September meeting of the Florida Chapter of the Mystery Writers of America. Manuscript and script evaluations by agents, editors, published authors, and professional screenwriters will be offered, and there will be a novel writing contest (for more information see www.PottersvillePress.com.  Rates are $25 if postmarked on or before June 15th, $35 if postmarked on or before August 20th, $45 if postmarked after September 1, $20 for students anytime. Manuscript critique is $25 (send 25 pages no later than August 15), editor/agent appointment is $25, novel contest is $50. Mystery Writers of America Florida Chapter luncheon is $20. For more information see www.GulfCoastWritersConference.com. 

This year’s FIU Writers’ Workshop will be held in Key West, FL, October 19-22, 2005. Keynote speaker will be Dennis Lehane (Mystic River and many other novels). Other participants will include Madelaine Blais (non-fiction), Connie May Fowler (fiction), Jim Daniels (poetry), Ann Rittenberg (agent), Charles Spicer (editor, St. Martin’s Press), James W. Hall (the bestseller), Les Standiford (fiction and narrative non-fiction), Dan Wakefield (memoir), Denise Duhamel (poetry), Nick Carbo (poetry), John Dufresne (fiction), Lynne Barrett (the revision process), Campbell McGrath (poetry), and Brewster M. Robertson (freelancing). The schedule allow you to enroll in up to three different four-day class sessions, with agent and editor roundtables, freelancing seminars, nightly readings, and more. Tuition for the conference is $300 if you sign up before June 15. Reservation for a conference with a faculty member is and additional $25. The conference will be at the Pier House Resort, One Duval Street, Key West. Pier House has a limited number of rooms for conference participants starting at $220 per night. Call 305-296-4600 and identify yourself as a FIU conference participant to make your reservation. Registration form is supposed to be available at http://w3.fiu.edu/crwriting/ .  (Editor’s note: This did not work for me, but I was able to get some information by emailing campbet@fiu.edu – Mary Anne Wright)
To All of My Fellow PCWA Writers:

Winter and early spring of 2005 has been a very blessed time in my writing life. Wiregrass Living Magazine has kept me on my toes from Seaside to Lynn Haven and then Gulf World, from WaterColor to Chipley, Florida, and back again. Look for my articles (fingers crossed) in the July/August issue and the November/December wedding issue. Wiregrass has secured national distribution to be announced shortly, which is a good thing as my articles will now have great exposure. I feel very blessed to have this opportunity in my life even though it has kept me away from some of our recent meetings. I must say that had I not been involved with the PCWA and through that connection worked with the Bays Arts Magazine, this opportunity might have passed by my door unnoticed. Luckily for me that was not the case!

Keep on writing……and have faith in your creative ability!

Virginia Kash

Inspiration: How To Capture the Moment!
Poet and fiction writer Joyce Ferman Wells shares one of the ways she is able to preserve those unpredictable and often inconvenient moments when inspiration strikes:

Considering the difficulty in finding just the right moment for creating a poem, most aspiring poets keep a notebook handy for those times when ideas for poems seem to float around corners like wisps, wait impatiently at bus stops, or spring from newspaper headlines and obscure advertisements. Obviously, the type of notebook will vary with the individual. I started my writing career with a three by five unobtrusive notebook that I could tuck inside a purse or briefcase. As the muse hit me, I would demurely pull the notebook from my tote bag and jot a note or two. Later, I graduated to an eight by eleven spiral, three-subject notebook that I unabashedly carry with me everywhere. This portable filing system holds my notes and scribblings for an entire year at a time. 

What goes in the journal? Just about everything, including my current weight. Seriously, I'm currently collecting newspaper headlines and outrageous advertisements from tabloids. "Imagine getting more," one ad read recently. I smiled and jotted it down. More what? I asked myself. More money? More time? More fun? Maybe not. Maybe more aggravation, more illness, more inches around the tummy. Imagine getting more. Just imagine. The musing led to a new poem that will be included in an upcoming anthology containing my work. So keep a notebook. With a notebook at our fingertips, we preserve our ideas and can capture and retain the energy of a moment. Even better, we can mine the inspiration weeks and months later.
---From Writer’s Digest web site
