July 2005 PCWA Newsletter
June 21 Literary Night

The June 21 meeting was a very successful Literary Night, with several attendees reading.

Ceci Salaveria brought her screenplay, a colorful and imaginative tale of children, wacky adults, and imaginary friends. Various attendees volunteered to read the parts in the first segment of the play, which was fun.  Spirited discussion ensued. Much of the script won kudos, but there were some suggestions for changes for Ceci’s consideration.

Logan Pope read another segment from his novel, This Thing of Darkness. As usual, his reading was so entertaining that many of us forgot to criticize, but others offered insightful suggestions and asked questions about the details of the plot and characters.

Visitor Nonnie Augustine read a short story, “The Customer,” and two poems. Her “slice of life” short story elicited a great deal of comment and many suggestions, and her poems were well received.

Wayne Garrett read “Pets and Pranks and Poundcake,” something he refused to classify. It rhymed, but was it poetry? It definitely told a story. And as usual, earned a few laughs.

Because discussions were so energetic, there was not time for all who brought material to read. There will be another Literary Night on July 19, by which time we hope to have developed a few procedures to give more people a chance to read. So be prepared. Bring your work (about a dozen copies if you want critique) and join the fun. It’ll be a great opportunity to learn from the insights of all attending.
Future Programs

The program for July 19 will be another Literary Night – bring your work to read (max 10 minutes, 12 copies if you want critique). 

On August 16 Virginia Kash will present a program on interviewing and organizing information and materials for writing magazine articles and related nonfiction. Virginia has written quite a number of articles for Wire Grass Living Magazine and has contributed to the Bay Arts & Entertainment Magazine, and she will share her experiences with us. 

The September 20 meeting will be devoted to honoring our writing contest winners. Many of the winning entries will be read either by the authors or by PCWA volunteers.

Tentatively the October 18 program will be Darlene Dean discussing some important tips and techniques to help writers get the best performance from Microsoft Word.

As usual, the First Tuesday gatherings will be primarily business meetings followed by small programs as time allows. This is a really good time for some of you to share your experiences, resources, tips, techniques, etc. Let Virginia Kash (215-3470) know if you are willing to prepare one of these small programs.
PCWA Minutes for June 7, 2005

The meeting was called to order at 6:57 pm by President Virginia Kash.  Other officers present were Mary Anne Wright, Treasurer, and Terry Wright, Secretary. There were 12 members in attendance.

Minutes of the May business meeting were read and approved as written by Terry Wright.

Treasurer’s Report was presented by Mary Anne Wright. The books have now been balanced and reconciled. 

Old Business: Magazine Chairman: Mary Anne Wright announced that the 2004 edition of the Sea Oats Review has achieved a profit of about $100. Adding on the generous donation of Robin and Joel Margules puts the operation well into black ink. There seemed to be strong support for going ahead with another volume of the Sea Oats Review with material from the 2005 contest and selected member contributions. The issue was put in the form of a motion by Virginia Kash and the members present voted unanimously to publish another volume this year.

Contest Committee: Barbara Winter, contest co-chair, reported that entries have been sufficient to generate about $1,030 compared to the commitment for $700 in prize money. After the usual slow start for entries, it looks like we’ll make money on the contest again this year. A full report with analysis and distribution of entries will be forthcoming from the Contest Committee shortly. 

Programs Committee: Barbara Winter has made contact with Darlene Dean, the presenter for the program on Microsoft Word for Writers. Dean is tentatively scheduled to present at the October meeting, and the readings by winners from the 2005 contest are scheduled for September. Stating that member support for the Peter Bowerman workshop may well be critical to its success, Virginia Kash asked for members to make such a commitment. Lon  Prater volunteered to set up a poll on the web site from which we could arrive at an accurate gauge of member interest and support for Bowerman’s workshop.
New Business: Mary Anne Wright agreed to call Dwan Hightower concerning her offer to help us publish future volumes of the Sea Oats Review. Virginia Kash suggested sending a letter in another attempt to recover missing documents and financial papers, perhaps with involvement of voluntary legal counsel.

Adjournment: The Business Meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 

—–Terry Wright, Secretary
Congratulations!

Lon Prater continues to find success through his aggressive marketing efforts. His most recent sales are a poem, "Things Abandoned," to Horror Carousel, and two more writing articles to T-Zero Writer's Ezine for later in the year. Lon sets a good example for those of us who want to have our work published.

Mary Anne Wright has won Second Prize in the Mainstream category in the Maryland Writers’ Association Novel Contest with her novel No Right Way. The novel is set just after the Civil War and tells the tragedy of Josiah Robertson, a Confederate soldier who returns home only to find as much violence and chaos as he encountered in the war.
Book Sales, Signing

Dwan Hightower of Dream Catcher Publishing invites all of you published authors to participate in a book signing at the Palm Tree Book Store in Port St. Joe on Saturday, July 2. There is no charge. Bring a poster and your books and stay as long as you want. The event is part of the celebration of Independence on the Coast and 7000 people are expected.  Dwan needs to know in advance if you plan to attend so she can set up tables for you. Call her at 850-647-3637 or e-mail her at LDH14@mchsi.com
Sea Oats Review, Vol 3

Plans are underway for the third volume of the Sea Oats Review, which will contain winning entries from our 2005 Writing Contest and the best of your writing as space permits. Submit poetry (max 50 lines), short stories and personal essays (max 3000 words), and black and white photos and drawings (crisp prints or min 300 dpi electronic images) to PCWA, P.O. Box 15223, Panama City, FL 32406, attn: Magazine Editor. Deadline is July 31, 2005. Authors must be able to supply electronic copy (Word or RTF files) of written works selected.
Calling All Members

This is your Newsletter and it should contain your news. Please submit your news items (publications, prizes, conferences, etc.) to Mary Anne Wright, Newsletter Editor, by email at majright@bellsouth.net or by phone at 850-874-9641 by the 20th of each month for inclusion in the following month’s Newsletter.
Contests
Our own writing contest is now in the hands of our capable judges, but here are a few more to consider:

This year the Abilene Writers Guild’s annual Writing Workshop and Contest is October 22, 2005, luncheon and contest awards to follow. Everyone is welcome to participate. Workshop speaker is Michelle Medlock Adams, prolific author in children’s literature, inspirational books, and journalism. Writing contest has cash prizes in nine categories. Manuscripts must be postmarked before August 1, 2005. For information visit www.abilenewritersguild.org 

Tell Tale Press for short stories. Check out all our mini-stories, submit your own (up to 2,000 words) based upon our fictional characters or places. No entry fee. Award: A $400 prize package, including a $200 U.S. Savings Bond, and your story published online.  Deadline: July 10, 2005. Official entry form and info: Writing Contest, Tell Tale Press Inc., PO Box 5434, Takoma Park MD 20913; or at www.telltalepress.net/contest.html
Austin Film Festival Competitions. Deadline July 15, 2005; entry fee $40 until June 15, then $50. Info: www.austinfilmfestival.com or (800) 310-3378.

CreatureScape Non-Fiction Writing Contests, nonfiction essay of 750-2000 words. Awards: $100, $50, $25 and publication. Deadline: 12 a.m. (EST) July 25, 2005. Info: CreatureScape, PO Box 541, Riner VA 24149-0541; www.creaturescape.com/writingcontest.htm
Annual Dorothy Daniels Honorary Writing Award competition for Poetry, Fiction, Nonfiction. Awards: $100. Entry fee: $5. Deadline: July 31, 2005 postmark. Info: Send SASE to NLAPW-SVB Contest Rules, PO Box 1485, imi Valley CA 93062 or e-mail cdoering@adelphia.net
The Poets Tree Poetry Contest -- any style or subject. Awards: $100, $50. Entry fee: $5.00. Deadline: September 1, 2005. Info: www.poetstree.com or Danielle R Kellar, dkellar2@csc.com
CNW/FFWA 22nd Annual Writing Competition. Nonfiction, Fiction, Children's Writing, and Poetry. Awards: $100, $75, $50. Entry fee: $3-$20 depending on membership and entry length. Deadline: March 15, 2006. For guidelines on this and other contests, check out www.writers-editors.com/Writers/Contests/contests.htm
It’s almost too late (deadline 11:59 p.m., July 1, 2005), but the Xerox  Aspiring Authors Contest may be worth looking into if you have a novel manuscript completed and ready for publication. Grand Prize is $5000 and 100 paperbound copies of the Grand Prize-winning book. Second and Third Prizes are 50 paperbound copies of those books. All entrants receive one paperbound copy of the entry. First 1000 entries considered for contest. Go to www.xeroxaspiringwriters.com/ for details.

And while we are on the subject of contests, here are a few web sites listed by Moira Allen on Writers’ World that offer advice on avoiding contest scams:
13 Warning Signs of a Bad Poetry Contest  What to watch out for before sending that poem -- or that check. http://www.winningwriters.com/warningsigns.htm
Web Resources that Help You Identify Scams http://www.winningwriters.com/scambustingsites.htm
Poetry Awards: Frequently Asked Questions Tips on determining whether a contest is a scam. 
http://www.poets.org/awards/faq.cfm
Poetry Contest Scams http://windpub.org/literary.scams/ilp.htm
International Library of Poetry Award Letter Copy of the ILP's letter to semifinalists. This site also has a number of "winning" poems that the author wrote in a deliberate attempt to determine what, if anything, the ILP would reject. http://wockyjivvy.com/poetry/shame/letter.html
Writer Beware: Contests and Vanity Anthologies More information on what to watch out for in a competition. http://www.sfwa.org/beware/contests.html
"For Some Artists, Success Comes with a Price" The Jacksonville Times-Union's investigation of the International Library of Poetry. http://www.jacksonville.com/tu-online/stories/040301/met_5813722.html 
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Conferences and Workshops

The 6th Annual Gulf Coast Writers and Storytellers Conference, Saturday, September 17, 2005, Language Arts Building, GCCC. See www.GulfCoastWritersCoference.com for details, or June Newsletter.

Gemini Ink’s 2005 Summer Literary Festival: Purple Mountain Majesties: Writing in the Natural World. July 8-24, 2005. Faculty includes: Pattiann Rogers, Ken Waldman, and Debra Monroe. Low-residency mentor program, classes, and other special events. Gemini Ink: a center for literary arts and ideas. For more info, call 210-734-9673 or visit www.info@geminiink.org. Gemini Ink, 513 South Presa, San Antonio, Texas.

Writing the Region-Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings Writers Workshop July 20-24, 2005. Tuition: $360

Discover the nuances and techniques of regional writing. This five-day workshop includes fiction, nonfiction, poetry, screenwriting, writing for children, historical writing, travel writing, writing with a regional guidebook, humorous writing, investigative and controversial journalism, writing from a sense of place, illustrating, an artist’s life at the Creek, what publishers expect from authors, a talk about Marjorie Kinnan Rawling’s Life at the Creek, selling a script, editing tips, drama, contract law, writing with an ear for dialogue, freelancing, writing for the media, performances of participants works, a trip to Cross Creek, the home of Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, a photography expedition, and more. Workshop sizes are limited. The five-day program is a combination of small hands-on workshops, talks, and group activities; continental breakfasts, luncheons, and afternoon receptions are included. Optional evening activities are planned. For more information contact Norma Homan, PO Box 12246, Gainesville, FL 32604. Ph: (888) 917-7001 Email and web: info@artsgaca.org and http://www.writingtheregion.com
The Glen Workshop in Santa Fe: This Great Unknowing: Drawing Near to Mystery July 31-August 7, 2005. The Glen Workshop, sponsored by Image journal, is an innovative and enriching program, combining the best elements of a workshop, an arts festival, and a conference. Daily classes are taught by nationally known authors and artists, and are small enough to allow the faculty to give close attention to each participant—to beginners as well as those advanced in their craft. The Glen also offers a retreat option for those who wish to join us for meals, readings, and worship, but prefer to spend mornings working, exploring the area, or in contemplation, instead of attending a workshop. Like its sponsor, Image, the Glen is grounded in a Christian perspective, but its tone is informal and hospitable to all spiritual wayfarers. 

The Glen Workshop combines an intensive learning experience with a lively festival of the arts. Each participant selects either a workshop or the retreat option. Workshops are held concurrently each morning. Afternoons and evenings feature readings, lectures, and concerts. Each day will conclude with a worship service incorporating the arts. For more information, write to: Image, 3307 Third Avenue West, Seattle, WA 98119. Phone: (206) 281-2988 or visit www.imagejournal.org/glen/05/

