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Audrey K. Wendland Speaks at January 18 Meeting

Audrey K. Wendland of Niceville, Florida, presented an engaging and informative program at our January 18 meeting when she discussed her book, Florence, the True Story of a Country Schoolteacher in Minnesota and North Dakota.  The book tells of the adventures of Audrey’s mother, Florence Thompson, as a country teacher during the pre-World War I era.

Sometimes dreams are a long time coming to fulfillment, and that certainly was the case with Audrey’s dream of writing about her mother’s life. Florence, an expert story teller, had always intrigued Audrey with tales of her days as a schoolteacher.  When Audrey graduated from the University of Wisconsin with a degree in journalism she already had a plan to write this book, and she interviewed her mother at that time.  Due to Florence’s remarkable memory, the events she described were detailed, right down to dialog in many situations. However, before Audrey could go any farther with the book, she married, and other priorities took over her life. Many years later her heart led her to begin to write Florence. By that time, her growing expertise as a genealogist and historian contributed much to the authenticity of the setting and circumstances of the story.

When Audrey finished her manuscript she tried to find a publisher, and like many of us, became discouraged by the repeated rejections.  (Her situation may have been better than that of many of us, though, because she did get nice rejection letters that praised her story while deeming it unmarketable.) Finally, at the suggestion of her agent, she hired a book designer and proceeded to self-publish, a process that she estimates cost at least $3000 exclusive of her promotional and marketing expenses. When her first printing of 1000 copies sold out in less than a year, she was able to attract a small publisher, Beahler Publications, which has produced a second edition under the imprint Beaver’s Pond Press. The publisher now tends to the details of bookkeeping, order fulfillment, etc.

Audrey offered some concrete advice to those who aspire to write biographies, family histories, or memoirs: 

· Whenever possible, interview the principals of the story and keep detailed records.

· Spend some time in the locales involved to develop a feel for the setting and its atmosphere. 

· Do intense related historical research so that you can add authentic period details. 

· Use photographs (or other contemporary illustrations) whenever possible, and rely on them to help in the description of clothing and settings to make those aspects of your story come alive for the reader. 

· Develop a timeline or outline. She finds the chronological timeline to be most effective when relating a biography or family story.

· Take advantage of historical societies in the locale of your story. They often have terrific resources including newspapers and photos.

· And above all, make the story interesting: define the main character’s problems and challenges at the outset, and show how he / she deals with them as the story progresses. 

· In writing a family history, it may be useful to think about who you are writing for, and let the main character be appealing to that readership. For instance, if your goal is to interest the younger members of your family in their heritage, it would be useful to tell the family story as seen through the eyes of someone who was a young person at the time of the main part of the story.

· Break your story into chapters of reasonable length. She finds chapters of about twenty pages work well for her.

· Maintain a writing schedule with concrete daily goals.
 Although this is Audrey’s first book, she has had a long writing career prior to this project, having written and published numerous short stories and magazine articles. She won a Second Prize in our Fifth Annual Writing contest last year with her short story “The Phantom Inmate.”

Audrey brought several copies of her book and graciously autographed them for purchasers. If you missed out on that, find more information about Audrey and Florence, the True Story of a Country Schoolteacher in Minnesota and North Dakota at her web site www.awendland.com .









――― Mary Anne Wright

Webmaster Note

If you haven't taken a look at the PCWA website lately, it might be worth your while to check it out.  New features include a member-updateable events calendar, headlines from the world of literature, and an archive of all of 2004's Newsletters.  I'd also like to invite all members with a publication credit to send me an email (PCWA@neverary.com) with the publication date, title, what kind of work it is, and who the publisher was.  I'll update the form with the most recently reported at the top.  Future improvements to

look for include an updated Writing Resources page and maybe a few other surprises as I am able to get to them.  Comments and suggestions are always welcome.



-- Lon Prater
PCWA Minutes for January 4, 2005

The meeting was called to order by President Virginia Kash at 6:38 p.m. Officers present were Virginia Kash, Ed Pipkin, Peggy Tolberd, and Mary Anne Wright. There were a total of 10 in attendance, including guest Lee Collins who joined PCWA at the end of the meeting.

Minutes of the November 2, 2004 meeting (written by Terry Wright) were read by Mary Anne Wright and approved as read.

Treasurer’s Report: Mary Anne Wright presented the Treasurer’s Report.

Old Business: Virginia reported that Lon Prater has accepted the position of Webmaster and has made good progress with adapting the Web site to his software.

New Business: Magazine and Contest: Both the parameters of the writing contest and whether to produce a magazine in 2005 were discussed. Mary Anne Wright pointed out that if the magazine is to be published, the deadline for the contest needs to be moved forward to no later than May 31 in order for content decisions and layout to proceed smoothly in time for late October – early November printing, which is good timing from a marketing standpoint. Barbara Winter suggested that we add more categories to the contest. There was much discussion and categories of personal essay, horror, and science fiction/fantasy were suggested, but there was some difficulty in defining each of the suggested categories. Barbara Winter volunteered to chair the Contest Committee during the initial phase when entries are being received. Due to her travel during the summer months, she will need a co-chairman to see the contest through to completion. Barbara also volunteered to compile a list of possible categories, along with definitions, for our consideration at the February business meeting. It was decided that the contest categories, rules, and schedule would be finalized at the February business meeting so that publicity can be started as soon as possible with the probable new deadlines in mind. It was also decided that we would publish a magazine this year, trying to build on the lessons we have learned from the first 2 issues, since there will probably be sufficient content from additional contest entry categories. Encouragement of children’s writing: Pete Roberts suggested that PCWA consider a project to encourage children’s writing endeavors. While this was in general considered to be a good thing, no decision was made regarding any specific project. Newsletter: Virginia announced that Jim Kimes has, for personal reasons, decided to leave PCWA, but he is willing to continue to edit the Newsletter for only $25 per month until we can find a replacement. Following discussion in which several members expressed the thought that the price was a bargain, Mary Anne Wright volunteered to edit the Newsletter so that its production would remain within the membership of PCWA.

Next Meetings: Audrey K. Wendland will speak at the January 18 meeting on her book, Florence: The True Story of a Country Schoolteacher in Minnesota and North Dakota.  Audrey has published many articles and has won many writing prizes, including Second Prize for her short story “The Phantom Inmate” in the Fifth Annual PCWA Writing Contest last year. Next Business Meeting will be February 1, 2005.

Adjournment: The business meeting was adjourned at 8.20 p.m.

Submitted by Mary Anne Wright, Secretary

Congratulations!

Congratulations to our president Virginia Kash, who has not one but two articles appearing in the January/February issue of Wiregrass Living Magazine. “Prismatic Wonder, the Kaleidoscope Theater” is on page 34, and “Fire and Sand, Fusion Art Glass” appears on page 107. The magazine is available at Cooper’s News at 474 Harrison Avenue in Panama City.
It’s That Time Again

We’ve starting a new calendar year and that means dues are payable. Individual dues are $25 for the year ($15 for students with valid student ID.) If you haven’t already done so, give your dues to Treasurer Peggy Tolberd at the next meeting, or mail your check or money order payable to PCWA to Membership, PCWA, P.O. Box 15223, Panama City, FL 32406.

February Meetings

Discussion of categories and prizes for the 6th Annual Writing Contest will continue at our next business meeting on February 1. These plans must be finalized this month. Following the business meeting there will be readings, with or without critique. Bring a bit of your work that you can read in five to ten minutes, and about a dozen copies if you want critique.

The February 15 meeting program will be a critique session.  All members are encouraged to bring about four copies of a few pages of their work. We will divide into small groups with similar interests for reading and criticism. Even if you do not have a work ready for criticism, please do participate in this session. We all can help our fellow members by participating in such evaluations, and learn something in the process.
Welcome New Member

We extend a warm welcome to new member Lee Collins.
News about BooksAlive!

Peter Bowerman, author of  The Well-Fed Writer™ and The Well-Fed Writer: Back for Seconds, will give attendees of the 2005 BooksAlive a free sneak peek into the nitty-gritty how-to of the lucrative business of commercial freelancing-writing for businesses and creative agencies during a special one hour talk. Bowerman writes, “You know you’re a decent writer and you’d love to turn that talent into money-more than just a few hundred dollars here and there for an occasional magazine article. Maybe you’re a career-changer looking for more income, freedom and creative fulfillment. Or an at-home Mom interested in leveraging past work experience into a lucrative and flexible part-time career. Or perhaps a journalist seeking better working conditions and pay. Still dream of making your writing mark in a more literary way? Well, ponder the possibility of writing for a living in a field where hourly rates preclude having to work 50-60 hours a week in a full-time job that drains your energy and creativity,” Bowerman, who makes top $$$$ for sharing the secrets of freelance writing, would be worth an admission price, but the BooksAlive program is FREE. The only thing you need contribute is your time on your Saturday morning. 

Former Senator Bob Graham will be the keynote speaker at the luncheon at BooksAlive! Senator Graham is the author of Intelligence Matters: the CIA, the FBI, Saudi Arabia, and the Failure of America’s War on Terrorism. General seating at the luncheon is $15 and tickets may be purchased at the library or by mail. Contact the Bay Count Public Library at 872-7500 for more information.

PCWA will also be at BooksAlive!, promoting its goals and offering both volumes of the Sea Oats Review for sale.  Several of the contributing authors will be present to sign the magazines. Tell your friends to look for us there. 
BooksAlive! takes place February 12 in the Student Union East at GCCC.
Bringing Creative Flow to Your Writing Process

"Flow is a relatively new term for an essential and universal human experience," says Dr. Susan K. Perry in Writing in Flow, a book about tapping creativity. "You know you've been in flow when time seems to have disappeared." 
Among the tips for unleashing your creativity in Writing in Flow: 
· Do some writing in another genre than your usual one, enjoying a freshened sense of wordplay. 
· Every time you hear yourself say about some possibility in your writing, "I can't do that," do it anyway. You can always edit it out later. 
· Omit all consideration of spelling, grammar, mechanics, word choice and similar constraining and anxious thoughts from your mind. Remind yourself, "First drafts don't matter." 
· If you find you're not having fun with what your writing, don't say, "This is not fun," but rather ask yourself, "How can I make it fun?" 
· Find ways to increase the novelty and challenge of your writing projects. Write from some other point of view.  Start at the end.  Forget about the goal and find the fun.  If you never write with a plan, see what happens if you plan ahead.
What is flow? For writers, it's the sense of inspired freedom that comes when they completely lose themselves in their writing, allowing time, duty and worry to melt away. Words pour out in a continuous, creative stream. Also known as "the writer's high," it's the one thing writers consistently cite as the most satisfying aspect of writing – as well as the most difficult to achieve.


Adapted from Susan K. Perry

Call for Member contributions to the Newsletter

Starting with this issue, I will be your Newsletter editor. I follow in the footsteps of Karen Helms, Barbara Winter, and Jim Kimes, all of whom have done a fantastic job and set very high standards. I especially appreciate Jim’s generous cooperation in this transition. I sincerely hope that I maintain the excellent qualities of the Newsletter so that the change in editorship is detectable only by this announcement.

Remember, this is YOUR Newsletter. Please send me notice of your publication successes or other news, your reviews of books that you find useful to your writing, helpful tips including writing-related web sites, contests or publication opportunities that you would like to share with the organization, etc. If anyone would like to volunteer to write reports (by-lined) on any of our speaker programs, please let me know. I will use as much of your material as Newsletter space and format will permit. My email address is majright@bellsouth.net, my phone number is (850) 874-9641, and items can be sent to Newsletter, PCWA, P.O. Box 15223, Panama City, FL 32406. I need to receive your items by the 20th of each month so that I can meet our mailing deadline.

​​​ --- Mary Anne Wright
A Huge “Thank You” to Jim Kimes

Jim Kimes has announced that he will be leaving PCWA. Jim has been an energetic and resourceful member and, as editor, has brought an exciting new look to our Newsletter. Thank you, Jim, for all your contributions to this organization. We’ll miss you and we wish you the best of fortune in your future endeavors. 
Contest Announcements
Erma Bombeck Writing Competition  Online entries are being accepted for  personal essays of either humor or human interest. Length limit is 450 words, deadline is February 18, 2005. No entry fee. First Prize $100. For more information and submission, go to www.wcpl.lib.oh.us/adults/erma.html
All Destiny Short Story Competition for a short story between 1,000 and 5,000 words on supernatural, horror or science fiction subjects. Deadline March 31, 2005. No entry fee. $100 prize payable through Paypal as Amazon vouchers. For more information go to http://www.alldestiny.com/comp2004.htm 

The Panama City News Herald is publishing personal essays of up to 500 words under the lead My Life. Send your entry to nhletters@pcnh.com.

CNW/FFWA Florida State Writing Competition for non-fiction, fiction, poetry, and children’s literature. Fees $3 - $20 depending on length and category. Cash prizes. Deadline March 15, 2005. For more information go to http://www.writers-editors.com/Writers /Contests/Contest Guidelines/contest guidelines.htm 

