August Newsletter
Good Participation at June 19 Literary Night 
We enjoyed another third Tuesday meeting devoted to samples of our member’s writing, with six members and guests Dan and Frankie Hudson attending.

The evening began with a brief presentation by Mary Anne Wright of proposed guidelines for the conduct of open mike programs. The guidelines were well received and adopted. 

Vice President Ed Pipkin volunteered to moderate the session, and called upon Mary Anne to begin. She read “Hearts Entwined,” a short story about a disastrous accident to the wedding dress just before a simple wedding, the solution to the problem, and its effect on the female members of the wedding party. The quirky resolution was deemed satisfying except for the very last line.

Terry Wight read a short story, “Elegy to Come,” about American engineering students struggling in the shadow of the war in Vietnam. The tale resolved on a dark note as the threat of danger and conflict took center stage. 

Pete Roberts read two pieces. “New Mexico” gave a series of evocative impressions Pete experienced when he visited the region of Albuquerque, and “Silence” recounted an imaginary dialog between a supplicant and God.  Pete has written several of these dialogs, and they are all thought provoking.

Wayne Garret read a poem, “A Calm Ode to English,” a study about the comical effects and the potential confusion associated with homophones.  Perhaps he should have taken a “bow,” one of the homophonic subjects of the poem.

Visitor Frankie Hudson read a few pages from her short story about “Tangelina,” a delightful fairy from Elysium who gains energy for her flights to Earth by dancing in the hair of sleeping Earthlings. Frankie is a student at Bay Haven Academy, where her father Dan teaches and advises a student writers’ guild. Since Dan is an artist, Frankie hopes that when she has completed her story, he will illustrate it and they can publish it as a children’s book.

 We closed the evening with a reading from Ceci Salaveria’s screenplay about “Imaginary Friends.” Several people read multiple parts, including Frankie, who read all the children’s parts, and the screenplay seemed to come to life.

Critique was offered and accepted throughout the session and we managed to stay well organized. We all felt we’d had a productive evening. Dan Hudson mentioned that he would like for some members of PCWA to speak to his student writers guild sometime and he will be in touch. We adjourned and left, grateful to the presenters for the stimulation these writers provided for us.

Terry Wright

Virginia Kash To Present August 16 Program

On August 16 our own President Virginia Kash will present a program on writing for magazines, including tips about interviewing, research, and writing for a deadline. Virginia has had quite a number of articles published in magazines such as Wiregrass Living. Be sure to come to this meeting and take advantage of Virginia’s willingness to share her experiences with us. 
We extend our sympathy to the family and friends of Diane LaRoe, long-time Panama City resident, author of The Awakening, and established member of local writing groups, who passed away July 15 in St. Petersburg, Florida.

PCWA Minutes for July 5th, 2005

The meeting was called to order at 6:40 pm by Treasurer Mary Anne Wright.  The other officer present was Terry Wright, Secretary. There were five members in attendance.

Minutes of the June business meeting were read by Terry Wright and amended to change a sentence under Old Business by also crediting Joel Margules with a generous donation. The minutes were then approved as amended. 

Treasurer’s Report was presented by Mary Anne Wright. 

Old Business:

Magazine Chairman: Mary Anne Wright contacted Dwan Hightower and learned Dwan is unable to provide assistance in publication of the 2005 issue of the Sea Oats Review, due to extensive prior commitments. 

Contest Committee: Terry Wright, contest co-chair, reported that the entries are in the hands of the judges. Results of their deliberations are due to the committee on July 22nd. 

Programs Committee: The on-line poll for gauging support for the Peter Bowerman workshop showed nine votes for ‘definitely will attend,” 21 votes for “might attend,” nine votes for “will not attend” and eight votes for “probably will not attend.” The equivocal nature of the vote and low attendance at the meeting made those present reluctant to recommend a hard ruling on the question of whether to go or not to go ahead with the Bowerman workshop. Terry Wright made a motion to refer that recommendation to the Executive Committee. Motion was seconded by Wayne Garrett and approved by the membership present.
New Business: Mary Anne Wright asked for member submissions for Sea Oats Review, Volume 3. Deadline was set at July 31st with submissions governed by the contest rules for the 6th Annual Writing Contest, with an additional category for black and white artworks – photos and drawings. All submissions must be available in electronic media to be included. 

Adjournment: The Business Meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 

Submitted by Secretary Terry Wright
Congratulations
Lon Prater has been very busy and successful with his marketing. He just sold 2 poems to www.Chizine.com, the web's premier dark literature magazine.  One appears in the July issue and the other will be appearing at some point in the future.  In addition, his writing article "Spookproofing Your Cover Letter" will be appearing in the July issue of www.TheWritersEzine.com whenever it goes 
live this month. Also he has a linked trio of horror-themed haiku  that will appear in the August 2005 print edition of SCIFAIKUEST, and he has sold a limerick to Poetic Chaos. Way to go, Lon!
Book Signing Invitation

Dwan Hightower of Dream Catcher Publishing sends this invitation to all our members who have books to promote:

I would like to extend an invitation for you to sign books at The Palm Tree Book Store on Reid Avenue in Port St. Joe during the Scallop Festival on Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 3 & 4. We will be inside the air conditioned The Palm Tree Book Store. The awning is now up, so we will have more shoppers. The main street, Reid Avenue, will be blocked off to vehicular traffic and visitors can find our book signing with ease. This event is sponsored by Dream Catcher Publishing and The Palm Tree Book Store.

If you would like to attend please let me know by email or phone: LDH14@mchsi.com or 850-647-3637. 

Help!

This is your organization and it needs your participation. Business meetings are on the first Tuesday of every month at 6:30 at the St. Andrew Civic Club, and are usually followed by a short program—readings, presentations, interactive games, etc. Come and help guide your club. Third Tuesday meetings are presentations, workshops, or readings, and are a wonderful opportunity to pick up tips about writing, publishing, marketing, etc. Do you enjoy this Newsletter? How about contributing news or a brief article? (E-mail majright@bellsouth.net. Deadlines are the 20th of each month.) The programs of PCWA don’t just happen by magic—the Contest Committee, Magazine Committee, Programs Committee, Publicity Committee all work hard to run our successful writing contest, publish our Sea Oats Review, plan programs and workshops and publicize our activities. All would welcome your involvement.

Hot Markets for Short Fiction
In the past, short stories frequently got short shrift in the publishing world. Many writers once thought that success meant a blockbuster novel contract or publication in The New Yorker. But times have changed. These days, more and more agents and editors are perusing a variety of journals and magazines for short fiction to find promising writers. 

And, there’s been a return to the traditional story arc. Editors report they’re looking for short fiction with clear beginnings, middles and ends, vs. the earlier movement in short-short fiction to a more compressed, intense style. 

With guidance from Editor Anne Bowling of Novel & Short Story Writer’s Market, Writer’s Digest has rounded up the top 30 short story markets for writers. Do you have what it takes to grace the pages of these publications with your writing? Read what the editors of this year’s top 30 short story markets have to say. 

Not surprisingly, almost every editor makes some mention of checking the guidelines and reading past issues before submitting any work. Jill Adams, editor of The Barcelona Review, says, “First of all, read the submission guidelines carefully, which is, unfortunately, so rarely done.” This may seem like common sense, but many writers ignore this advice, submit on their own terms, and end up with a pile of rejections or worse, no response at all. 

Other publications offer even more specific advice. “The most important advice any editor can offer is to read the previously published work prior to submission,” says Sean Meriwether, editor of Outsider Ink. “Each venue has its own particular obsessions. By reading work the editor has already selected you can develop an idea of what that market is looking for.” 

Don’t be put off if you’re a beginner. “We especially seek out and enjoy publishing first-time writers and artists. Don’t let a lack of publishing credits prevent you from submitting!” Mindprints Editor Paul Fahey says. 

Once you’ve brushed up on the basics, it’s time to enhance the quality of your work. Do your characters shine? Are their conflicts plausible? Does your plot move at a steady pace without being too wordy? 

“We look for a strong sense of voice, flashes of humor, concrete and condensed description in fiction that unites the heart and mind by avoiding the sentimental,” says Vivian Shipley, editor of Connecticut Review. 
Humor, in fact, seems to be a prevalent theme throughout many of these markets. Fahey says he looks for “a short but complete story with a change in character, great imagery and an unusual voice or POV. We are literally dying for some humorous pieces. We love it when we read a short or memoir or poem that makes us laugh.” 

Also, many editors are inclined to accept shorter works. “Short shorts are popular stories under 1,000 words, and flash fiction, which generally is a story under 500 words,” editors of Prose Ax say. “Though it might seem easier to write one of these stories in comparison to writing a regular-length story, I think they are actually more difficult to write, because you don’t have a lot of space to get your story across.” 

Fahey says, “We love reading complete stories of 55 and 100 words. For us, the shorter, the better. That way we can publish a variety of styles and voices.” 

Once you’re familiar with a publication’s guidelines and style preferences, it’s time to send your creation out into the publishing world. Always read and reread your manuscript to ensure that it’s devoid of grammar, punctuation and spelling errors, and make sure the story idea is appropriate for the publication to which you’re submitting. 

Is all of this planning worth it? Definitely! “A writer’s career can be furthered by the broad national exposure we provide to an audience [who] reads quality fiction. After every issue, I have several agents contact me about representing authors we publish,” Shipley says. 

So, get rid of those creative inhibitions and submit, submit, submit. You never know who could be waiting on the other side of that door! 

----- Maira Witte, “WD’s Top 30 Short Story Markets,” Writer’s Digest, June 2003
And what Are Those Top Markets?

To view the complete list of the top 30 short fiction markets mentioned in the above Writer’s Digest article, go to www.writersdigest.com/hotmarkets03.asp.  You will find brief comments on how to contact these publishers and what they are looking for. A word of caution: this article and list originally appeared in 2003, so it is highly advisable to phone or check the web sites for updated information.
Contests
Send in your entry to the brand new Writer’s Digest Popular Fiction Awards! We want your best fiction in five categories: Romance, Mystery/Crime Fiction, Sci-Fi/Fantasy, Thriller/Suspense and Horror. The Grand-Prize Winner will receive $2,500 cash, $100 worth of Writer's Digest Books, plus a manuscript critique and marketing advice from a Writer's Digest editor or advisory board member. All winners will receive promotion in Writer's Digest magazine. Deadline: 11/1/2005. Details: www.writersdigest.com
Writer's Digest is now accepting entries in the 6th Annual Short Short Story Competition. Win over $5,000 in cash and prizes. Deadline is Thursday, December 01, 2005. Details: www.writersdigest.com
Whisper Stories Contests promotes writing contests in which authors are asked to complete a story from a set opening sentence. Current deadlines: January 31, 2006, and April 30, 2006. Prize money: $500 and $5,500 respectively. Entry fees: $5 and $15 respectively. Details: http://www.purplepenediting.com 


EM Koeppel Short Story Contest offers $1,100 first prize for original, unpublished stories. Maximum length: 3,000 words. International English entries welcome. Fee: $15 (one), $25 (two). Submissions: Oct. 1 - Apr. 30 annually. Details: http://www.writecorner.com/award.html
The Raymond Carver Short Story Award at Carve Magazine awards for original, unpublished short stories. Maximum length: 10,000 words. Prize money totals $2,000. All submissions are considered for publication. International entries welcome. Entry fees: $15 (one), $25 (two), $30 (three). Only three entries per author are permitted. Deadline January 1, 2006. Details: http://www.carvezine.com/contest.htm
Zoetrope: Literary Short Fiction Contest entries must be unpublished; no longer than 5,000 words; postmarked by October 1; accompanied by a $15 entry fee per story. 1st Prize: $1,000. 2nd Prize: $500. 3rd Prize: $250. Details: http://www.all-story.com/contests.cgi
Glimmer Train Press offers a number of awards for literary short fiction each year. The prize money for short stories less than 2,000 words, for example, totals $2,000. A reading fee of $10 is required. The Press is also open for submissions where no upfront fees are charged. Details: http://www.glimmertrain.com
Ohio State University Press Poetry Contest, a $2,000 poetry contest for book-length manuscripts (at least 48 pages), sponsored by the Ohio State University's literary magazine, "The Journal". Reading fee: $25. Entries must be postmarked during the month of September. Details: http://www.ohiostatepress.org
Juniper Prize for Poetry Contest -  Original manuscripts of at least fifty pages are sought by The University of Massachusetts Press which will publish the winning collection of original poetry. Entry fee: $15. Deadline: September 30, 2005. Details: http://www.umass.edu/umpress/juniper.html 

Annual contest, co-sponsored by the 92nd Street Y Unterberg Poetry Center and The Nation magazine, offered to poets who have not yet published a book of poems. Entry fee: $5. Deadline: Friday, January 20, 2006. Details: http://www.92y.org/content/discovery_nation_poetry_contest.asp
