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April 1, 2005
Tony Simmons Presents Program
Tony Simmons, past feature editor and lifestyle writer and current Assistant Managing Editor of the Panama City News Herald has engaged readers for ten years with his numerous columns. Part entertainment, part social commentary and distinctively crafted, Simmons’ columns reflect the commentary of an era with a personal twist, an unwitting autobiographical reflection that enfolds and engages the reader simultaneously.

Choosing the best of one’s columns spanning such a decade can’t be easy but Simmons makes it seem so as his new book, Dazed and Raving in the Undercurrents, clearly expresses in a compilation of his best-of-the-best columns that is the unique voice of Tony Simmons. 

Recently, on Tuesday evening March 15th, Simmons shared his writing philosophy and specially chosen excerpts with members of the Panama City Writers Association. The title of Simmons’ book actually came in parts from his well-known weekly columns; School Daze, Catch a Rave and Undercurrents, hence, Dazed and Raving in the Undercurrents was born. After reading several columns of interest, Simmons held an open question and answer forum for members followed by a book sale and signing. Copies of Dazed and Raving in the Undercurrents can be purchased through the News Herald, online through Amazon or locally through Books A Million. To all of you who missed Simmons, buy the book….it is worth the price of admission! 

By Virginia Kash, President

Horrors!

Ormond Beach publisher Carnifex Press announces its second Horror anthology Florida Horror: Tales from Florida. Reading period will be April 1, 2005 - June 1, 2005. Stories submitted before the reading date or after the reading dates will be returned unread, NO EXCEPTIONS! See the web site http://www.angelfire.com/fl5/carnifex/Info.html  for more information.

Minutes of Business Meeting and Program, March 1, 2005

President Virginia Kash called the meeting to order at 6:40. Other officers present were Treasurer Peggy Tolberd and Secretary Mary Anne Wright. There were 12 others in attendance, including guest Susan Goldman.

Minutes of the February 1 meeting were read by Mary Anne Wright and approved as read.

Old Business. Gene Cabot reported that he had purchased the mic stand, but a stand was with the podium when he set up for the February 15 meeting, so he returned the new stand to Radio Shack and there was no expense to PCWA. Virginia Kash reported on changes to the programs scheduled for March and April. On March 15, Tony Simmons will speak and sign his book Dazed and Raving in the Undercurrents. Lisa Miscione will not speak on April 19 because her new book has been delayed. Virginia is working on rescheduling her presentation for sometime in the fall. Mary Anne reported that Lynn Wallace may give a presentation on a film with comments on the screenwriting on April 19. He will try to get the GCCC Language Arts Lecture Hall for that one program. Complete details will be in the April Newsletter.
New Business. Virginia presented preliminary plans for two special programs she has been working on. Janis Owens and Sue Conroy (wife of Pat Conroy) are available to present a panel discussion on writing, but not geared totally to writers, and their books, followed by book signings. The whole program would probably be 2 to 2 ½ hours. This could be at GCCC and be free to paid up PCWA members and $10 or $15 for the public. Mary Anne Wright moved that Virginia finalize the arrangements for this program. Bill Woods seconded and the motion passed. Peter Bowerman, author of very successful self-published The Well-Fed Writer books is enthusiastic about presenting a Friday evening – all day Saturday workshop, probably in November. Friday evening would be devoted to a nuts and bolts overview of self-publishing, Saturday morning would be the hands on production of a marketing tool kit for a self-published book (probably applicable to any book), and Saturday afternoon would be a presentation on commercial writing, Peter’s success at which inspired him to write The Well-Fed Writer books. Virginia and Peter have discussed a $149 complete program pricing with split-out pricing also available for each of the sessions. A box lunch would probably cost $6. Bill Woods moved that Virginia also finalize this program. Terry Wright seconded and the motion passed. Mar Anne and Robin Margules discussed soliciting sponsorships for the Sea Oats Review. Robin will chair the committee to pursue sponsorships and Bill Woods will serve on that committee. All members are asked to provide Robin and Bill with prospective sponsor company names and contact names and phone numbers.

The business meeting was adjourned at 7:40. Following that, Gene Cabot presented a brief encouraging program on writing opportunities with writing magazines and with Writers’ Journal magazine in particular.

Submitted by Mary Anne Wright, Secretary

A Few Words about Dues
Dear PCWA Member

It’s that time of year again. Time to replenish our coffers so that PCWA can continue to provide the programs we enjoy. If your checkbook isn’t handy, put a reminder on a Post-it note and place it in a prominent location.

This year our dues are $25, our first increase in the last five years, money that goes an incredible distance, thanks to the volunteer work that so many of you contribute to make PCWA such a success.

Please send your dues check to “Membership” at PCWA, PO Box 15223, Panama City, Florida 32406, or better yet, bring check or cash to the next meeting on April 5. We’ll give you a receipt, if you want, and a big smile.                                                                            

                                
Virginia Kash, President

As a footnote to Virginia’s message, please note that this is the last hard copy of the Newsletter that will be mailed to former members who are not paid up on their 2005 dues.  It is not fair that the cost of $0.72 per copy mailed be provided by the membership for those who do not contribute. The Newsletter will be posted on our web site www.panamacitywriters.org so that those of you who do not wish to continue your membership may continue to keep up with the activities of the PCWA – and be so inspired that you will rejoin us in the future, we hope. When you do, you can count on us for that big smile Virginia promises.




Mary Anne Wright, Newsletter Editor

New Members

A hearty Welcome  to new members Lynda N. Bordelon, Lee Collins, Dorothy Reeves, Cecilia Salaveria, Mary Lee Shirley, Michael O'Donnell, Gene A. O'Donnell, and Abi Lawal. And to returning member Jo McGlammery.

Writers’ Conferences

Two nearby writers’ conferences will take place in early April. The Tallahassee Writers Association will sponsor the Seven Hills Writers Conference, a one-day event including workshops, panel discussions, and a special luncheon featuring Pulitzer Prize-winning author and syndicated columnist Leonard Pitts, Jr., on Saturday, April 9, from 8:00 AM-5:00 PM at the Doubletree Hotel in Tallahassee, Florida.  Pitts, whose recent book, Becoming Dad, Black Men and the Journey to Fatherhood, will also conduct a workshop on "Memoirs & History." Other workshops will be led by such notables as Stan Corwin, Los Angeles media guru who helps the pros sell their projects to various media and who wrote Selling Your Creative Ideas to the Media, literary agent Jeffrey Herman, who co-authored Write the Perfect Book Proposal and You Can Make It Big Writing Books, publisher Dwan Hightower, and several published authors, including Glynn Marsh Alam, Anne H. Holt, Elaine B. Partnow, Neil Skene. Workshop subjects will include “Become Your Own Editor,” Creating Memorable Characters, “Nature & Environmental Writing, “Crimes & Misdemeanors: Writing the Mystery,” “Inspirational Writing,” “Writing for P.R. & Advertising,” “Children’s Literature: Making It, Selling It,” “Writing the Perfect Query,” and more. The conference aims to help both pros and would-be’s to take their writing to the next level. Participants can sign up for the opportunity to personally meet editors and agents, and pitch their projects to them. NOTE: Bring a ONE PAGE description of your project with your contact information. Registration fee is $70 for TWA members, $75 for others, and $25 for the luncheon. Registration fee includes all workshops and agent/editor interviews. No late fee except for walk-in conference fee. See TWA web site http://www.twaonline.org/  or http://cypress-starpublications.com/TWA/03-05.pdf for the March TWA “Markings” in pdf format for more information. 

Also the Emerald Coast Writers will have their writers conference April 7 – 9 at the Ramada Resort on Okaloosa Island in Ft Walton Beach. There will be a superb line-up of authors and speakers for this function, including keynote speaker Joe Weber, New York City agent Joe Veltre, Diane Hamilton, editor OnStage Publishing, syndicated columnist Sarah Smiley, authors Vicki Hinze, Toni Kelner, and a host of others, including Michael Lister. One unique feature is movie producer Thom Gossom, Jr., who will be there for anyone who might have a script they’d like to pitch, and there will be appointments with an agent and/or editors to pitch your books. There will be a total of 19 authors offering classes on a variety of subjects that will help us all improve our skills. For more information see www.emeraldcoastwriters.org. 

More Contests and Conferences

The 2005 Juniper Creek/Unnamed Writers National Poetry and Short Story Competition. Prizes in each category: First, $500 plus publication; Second $250 plus publication; Third, free Juniper Creek Writers Conference (value $200) plus possible publication. In addition, all poetry will be considered for publication in the Ash Canyon Review.

Judges: Poetry, Christian Wiman, editor Poetry Magazine; short stories, Gayle Brandeis (award winning author), Richard Logsden (editor, Red Rock Review), June Sylvestor (editor, Sierra Nevada College Review).

Deadline for submission, June 1, 2005. Entry fee, $15 for three poems or 1 short story (to 3000 words). Checks to Juniper Creek Publishing, PO Box 2205, Carson City NV 89702.

Full submission guidelines: www.junipercreekpubs.com/events 

You'll also find information there about our upcoming Juniper Creek Writers Conference, July 15-17, 2005 in beautiful Carson City Nevada (Reno/Tahoe area). The featured speaker this year is Chris Wiman, editor of Poetry Magazine.

And don’t forget our own 6th Annual Writing Contest.  Categories are Short Story, Memoir/Personal Essay, Rhyming Poetry, and Non-Rhyming Poetry. Entry fees are $10 for the first item, $5 for each additional item in any category. See our web site www.panamacitywriters.org for complete rules, or pick up a flier at our next meeting. Entry deadline: postmarked by May 31, 2005. Send entries with check or money order to Contest, PCWA, P.O. Box 15223, Panama City, FL 32406.

These don’t appeal to you?  Visit www.writing-world.com for information on many other contests.

Upcoming Meetings
April 5 we meet as usual at St. Andrew Civic Club at 6:30 p.m. for a business meeting. The April 19 meeting is still being planned, but will probably be a program on screenwriting.  Same time, same place. Check your e-mail and this web site for details. 

