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PCWA Moves to Electronic Newsletter

-by Wayne Garrett

The Panama City Writers Association is advancing (kicking and screaming, but nevertheless advancing) into the electronic age.

  This is the last edition of the PCWA Newsletter that will be sent by traditional US mail.  If you do not wish to receive the Newsletter at your e- mail address, please advise us at panamacitywriters@hotmail.com.

  If we do not have an e-mail address or if you don't receive your newsletter next month, please let us know at panamacitywriters@hotmail.com.   -- and you will be included.

   If you do not have an active e-mail address, advise us at: 
PCWA


 P O Box 15223 

Panama City FL 32406

 

   We will be pleased to print and forward a copy to you each month.  

  Your interest is appreciated.

*****

Next Business Meeting:  May 1
 The next business meeting will be held May 1 at 6:30, and we plan to limit the business portion of the meeting to a maximum of thirty minutes.  The rest of the time will be spent on writing matters: critiques and suggestions regarding problems or issues that are of concern to attendees.  These issues include early drafts and ideas introduced for consideration.
*****

  Additionally, at the April business meeting, we decided to investigate whether we can move our club meetings to the new library when it is built. 
Writer’s Prompt:

Don’t look back; something may be gaining on you.  —  Satchel Paige

What might be gaining on your characters?

*****

Writers Digest Contest

The Writers Digest is running a contest with ten categories : 

Inspirational Writing (Spiritual/Religious)

Memoirs/Personal Essay

Magazine Feature Article

Genre Short Story (Mystery, Romance, etc.)

Mainstream/Literary Short Story

Rhyming Poetry

Non-rhyming Poetry

Stage Play

Television/Movie Script

Children's/Young Adult Fiction

  The grand prize is $3000 and a three-day trip for the winner and a guest to New York. A Writer’s Digest editor will escort the winner to present the winning work to four editors or agents. The winner also will receive a free Diamond Publishing Package from Outskirts Press.   

  Entry fees range from $15 to $2.  For details, see http://www.writersdigest.com/contests/

  The deadline to enter is May 15, 2007. 
*****

"As to the adjective; when in doubt, strike it out."  
Mark Twain in The Tragedy of Pudd'head Wilson

—  submitted by Gene Cabot
*****

Calling for Bloggers

Have you set up a web log for commercial purposes?  Do you have a web log with essays, pictures, or other material that is designed to attract advertisers and their revenue?  If so, and you are interested in sharing your experiences with blogs, we would like to hear from you..  You can write us at panamacitywriters@hotmail.com
*****

If you are interested in writing, you are invited to attend a PCWA meeting before deciding whether to join.
*****

Notes on Writing:  Regarding Gender

—By Gene Cabot

    Using only male pronouns, he, him, man, etc., to refer to both sexes is now socially unacceptable. There are ways you can overcome this in your writings. You can alternate male and female pronouns in paragraphs as long as continuity of person identification is followed.  

  Neutral pronouns such as "one," "them," and "they"; also can  be used.  But avoid mixing these pronouns in the same sentence.
   Be careful when you would use "mankind." Some editors now prefer "human beings" or just "people.". 
*****

Ideas, Ideas

  The world is full of topics for writing.  

  One way to collect ideas is to create an idea file, using newspaper and magazine articles, random notes, and anything else that stirs interest.  This “fat file” is stuffed with items that might serve when the writer is staring at a blank page (or blank screen) and the mind goes blank, too.  

  Here is a sampling of headlines and other material from one writer’s idea file:

· A Russian émigré is accused of money laundering .

· New data obtained from MRI’s show how  thought remodels the brain. 

· William J. Oswald pioneered many uses for algae, including food and water treatment.

· Ways the internet can be mined for information about people.

· A list of five books that study the consumer culture, as recommended by a retailing guru

· How Radio Frequency Identification (bar-codes) can best be used

· How geckos cling to walls, and implications for the manufacture of computer chips

· A detailed description of different types of scorpion

· Notes describing a nightmare, as remembered the following morning

· An article about a botanist who is experimenting with splicing silkworm and jellyfish DNA into wine grapes (Honest!)

Each writer’s files will contain different articles, since topics of interest are as varied as people.  What do you want in your file?

*****

"It's a crazy business, anyway. locking yourself in a room and inventing conversations, no way for a grown-up to behave."  John Leonard in  Esquire,  re-quoted in The Writer 12/06 








 — submitted by Gene Cabot

*****
Tools For the Writer
M-W Online

A friend once was asked, “How do you spell broccoli?”  His answer was, “Wrong! Every time!”

  Although spellcheckers are nice, often we want to check the spelling of a word or verify a definition.  The standard authority is, or used to be, a dictionary.  One of the better dictionaries available at a reasonable price is the Merriam-Webster New World Collegiate.  The company that publishes it also has an online presence, and is useful  in providing simple definitions, correct spellings and a thesaurus.  You can go to their home page by typing “m-w” into the search line of your computer.  You even can set “m-w.com” as your home page.  It’s not as thorough as your dictionary, but it quickly gives right answers. Every time.
*****

  Thinking of Christmas

One of the topics that was introduced at the April 3rd meeting was the timing of submissions to magazines.  Now, we were advised, is the time to make submissions for the Christmas issues.  
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