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Panama City Writers Association
Notes from the February  Meetings:

 At the February 6, 2007  meeting, we heard and approved the secretary’s and treasurer’s reports. Tom agreed to pick up supplies for the newsletter.  We will start appending the minutes, in more detail than they are supplied in the printed newsletter, to the online newsletter version. Starting this month, these notes will be at the end of the online newsletter. We discussed the goals of our organization and set growth as one of our goals. Also, We agreed that a map might help people to  assist newcomers to find the meetings.  A map to be included in future newsletters will be the handiwork of Gene Cabot.  

 After the business meeting, we critiqued  members’ works, including a short story that is being prepared for publication, a poem and a portion of a novel. We discussed characterization and ways to show a character without expository description. Each “business meeting” deals with the organization’s needs and with the art and business of writing.

*****

 The February 20 meeting featured a speaker, LuAnn Kachelein, co-author of Journey for Truth: Unleashing the Dragon, a mystery based on extensive research. LuAnn shared with us her experiences on the way to publication. She described her writing habits and techniques, including the use of an outline and a notebook with a list of words – words she uses instead of  “said,” words for action, words to describe movement, and words for feelings.  She refers to the book when she is searching for exactly the right word.

 LuAnn also dealt with the business side of writing.  She explained the choices and the reasons for the choices that she and her co-author made in contracting with their publisher.

 Journey for Truth is the third book for LuAnn. She indicates that she works each day at writing, in one way or another.  It is a reminder to all of us to carve out daily time for writing.
*****

Emerald Coast Writers’

4th ANNUAL WRITERS' CONFERENCE 

Emerald Coast Writers will hold their 4th annual conference on March 22-24 at  Ramada Beach Resort, Highway 98, in Fort Walton Beach, Florida.                
  The members who attended their previous conferences have commented that these were quite useful to them.

 The keynote speaker will be Jeremiah Healy.  He is a graduate of Rutgers College and Harvard Law School, and was a law professor at the New England School of Law for eighteen years. He is the creator of the John Francis Cudy private-investigator series and (under the pseudonym "Terry Devane”) and the Mairead O'Clare legal-thriller series.

 Healy has written 18 novels and over 60 short stories, fifteen of which have won or been nominated for the Shamus Award. 

 There will be classes on writing-related topics. Details were not available at press time.  Also, some appointments with agents or editors still may be available; several agents and publishing companies plan to be there.  The agencies and publishers cover many genres, and some specifically state that they are looking for new writers. Additional information regarding appointments and the registration forms can be found on their website: http://emeraldcoastwriters.org/conference.php or contact Joyce Holland for more information.  Her e-mail address is boatdollie@aol.com.  

*****

Next business meeting: March 6 
  The next business meeting will be March 6, 2007. The officers will meet at  6:15 to discuss recommendations for the business meeting (which starts at 6:30.)  Anyone who wishes to attend this 6:15 meeting is invited. The recommendations will be discussed and/or voted upon by the general group, which meets  at 6:30. 
*****

If you are interested in writing, you are invited to attend a PCWA meeting before deciding whether to join.
*****

The Rules of Writing  

 Here are some excerpts  from Rule 14 : Use the active voice:

 The active voice is usually more direct and vigorous than the passive:

  I shall always remember my first visit to Boston.

This is much better than

  My first visit to Boston will always be remembered by me.

The latter sentence is less direct, less bold, and less concise.  If the writer tries to make it more concise by omitting “by me,” it becomes indefinite: is it the writer or some person undisclosed or the world at large that will always remember this visit?  —  Strunk and White, in Elements of Style

*****
City Limits

 Tony Simmons is editing an anthology, to be titled City Limits, of stories and historical accounts related to Panama City.  It is being produced annually to promote the upcoming Panama City Centennial and “to provide a venue for the talents of Southern writers and artists.”  A current flyer is available, as are samples of work that is accepted for the anthology.  Announcements about the centennial events and other related matters will be made as plans develop.  If you are interested in submitting something for the project, you can send your e-mail address to tsimmons@pcnh.com.  
*****

Library Anthology

  The Bay County Library is looking for stories relating to Bay County for publication. The stories will be published in Volume II of  Heritage of Bay County, Florida, a grassroots family histories collection. Authors will maintain copyright protection for their stories; the library will copyright the book. No fees will be paid and there will be no charge to publish the first 500 words and one photograph. 
 Pioneer families, defined as residents of Bay County who can track their heritage back to 1890, will be allowed 1000 words and two photographs at no charge.  Other stories from that particular family are limited to 500 words per household. Additional words above the free amount may be purchased at 15 cents per word.  Extra photographs are $15 each. Submissions accepted include marriage records, census records, family Bible records and family letters. Stories must be typed or computer generated, double spaced, and on at least 20-pound paper.  Handwritten stories or stories in all capital letters will be returned.  Stories must be in narrative format.  No genealogical charts, lists, or popular material will be accepted.

  Contacts for the library anthology project are: 

Linda Kleback, who is in charge of the project — lkleback@hotmail.com,

Family coordinator Ann Robbins – apalacheeb@aol.com

Topical coordinator  Becky Saunders – Saunder@nwrls.lib.fl.us

Treasurer Mona Lucas – alucas@nwrls.lib.fl.us

*****

Humor for Today

From Writers’ Digest – a funny article full of bad advice about how to write a best-selling novel, tltled, “Writing a Literary Masterpiece: The Quick and Easy Way to Heaven”:  

http://www.writersdigest.com/articles/alexander_
