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Next Business Meeting:  June 5
 The next business meeting will be held June 5 at 6:30, and we plan to limit the business portion of the meeting to a maximum of thirty minutes.  The business portion of our May meeting was short, so we got to spend most of our time on writing matters – review of work by members and discussion of and suggestions regarding members’ work.  
A Matter of Copyright

One of the concerns that writers have is the ownership of their work:  the copyright and control over what they have written.  Barbara e-mailed some of us a posting by Chuck Emerson regarding a clause that was included in Simon and Schuster’s contract.  Apparently an added clause can keep an author's work tied up forever by deeming it never out of print. This can be negotiated out of the contract, but only if the author is aware or it. The Authors Guild has made it their business to "make" everyone aware of this so it doesn’t become an industrywide policy.  

The new clause grants to Simon and Schuster complete control of the work, rather than allowing control to revert to the author when the book no longer is in publication.  

Details can be found at 

http://www.authorsguild.org/news/05_23_07_responds.htm

 

All good writers consented to cuts because they know there are plenty more words where those came from." -- Willa Cather at Mcclure's Magazine 1905, contributed by Gene Cabot   

 

Make your query letter or manuscript invisible
                                                                                  by Gene Cabot
  Invisible that is the physical form should not be noticed, only the message.  The reader should not become aware of anything unusual about your presentation. 
  Use good quality 24lb. high brilliance paper and select a higher quality print mode than "normal." See for yourself; print out a page at "normal" using plain 20lb. paper, then print again at "best" (if that's your printer's better setting) on the good paper. Your reader, the editor you hope - but more likely a "first reader," may notice the better presentation. If so, good. If she is unaware of it and concentrates undistracted on your message that's your desired goal anyway.
*****

An author values a compliment even when it comes from a source of doubtful competency   --Mark Twain in Eruption, contributed by Gene Cabot
What Shall We Have in Our Newsletter Now?

As we move from a traditional paper newsletter, we need to re-assess what we want to publish in it.  One of the staple pieces of news has been information regarding contests.  The contests have not always provided large prizes and often required entry fees, but they could be found, especially on the Writer’s Digest website.  This is changing.  Contests are becoming fewer.  Some might argue that this is not a bad thing, as the contests sometimes seemed to be run in a manner that was less than ethical. Are our readers interested in the contests?  

We also have had excerpts from books on writing.  We have included short articles by members. We really don’t know our readers’ reaction to these items.  Please let us know what is of interest to you.  Our e-mail address is panamacitywriters@hotmail.com  and we would like to hear from you.
****

Madeline L’Engle, author of A Wrinkle in Time, said that when she wanted to deal with a topic that involved serious issues, she would put it in a children’s book.  What serious topics do you want to put in your writing?
Advice from Kurt Vonnegut
Kurt Vonnegut, author Slaughterhouse Five, died recently.  He left an impressive body of work, both in size and scope.  He was a journalist before turning to other types of writing, and he never forgot the things he learned as a journalist.  He told his classes, "I hate a story where on page 17 you find out, My God, this person is blind. Or that this happened 100 years ago or 100 years in the future. I tell students, "Don't withhold information from your readers for God's sake. Tell 'em everything that's going on, so in case you die, the reader can finish the story.' "  Writers Digest recently published the interview from which this quotation was taken.  You can read the entire interview at the Writers Digest website.
*****

All of fiction is a practical joke—making people care, laugh, cry or be nauseated or whatever by something which absolutely not going on at all. It's like saying, 'Hey, your pants are on fire.  --  Kurt Vonnegut

