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August 7 Meeting is Canceled
The people at the St. Andrews Civic Center have asked if we could work it out so some of their members could have a wedding reception on August 7, in their civic center.  They have been very nice to us, so we are returning the favor by canceling our meeting on that date.  We plan to resume our meetings on August 21.  Happy writing, and we hope to see you then.

*****

Concratulations to Ric Hunter
Recently we received a letter from Ric Hunter, telling of his most recent publication.  It’s always encouraging to hear the successes of other members.  Ric agreed for us to publish his letter, below.
I know you don't hear from me often, but I always enjoy getting the notices

of meetings and the newsletter. Because of your persistence, I'm starting to

think about writing again. As you may remember, I was the first co-chair of

PCPWA with my good friend Norris McDowell. PCPWA is what we called  ourselves

then as we started up a new writer's group. Anyway, about 5 years ago  I left

PC to return to Air Combat Command in Hampton, VA to assist in the war  effort,

and regrettably put all writing on hold. Its been real busy in the  interim.

Anyway, I recently decided to try to start re-energizing my  writing career

and dusted off an old piece that (happily) was just published in  the Air

Combat Command safety magazine, Combat Edge, which is  circulated worldwide. It is

titled "A Fighter Pilot's Sunset." Anyway,  it was originally written when I

was in the PCWA group and edited by the  wonderful critique group we formed.  I

will always think fondly of the  writer's group and the friends we made

there. I occasionally get back to PC to  visit my daughter and grand daughter.  I

would like to attend a meeting  sometime.  Please feel free to share these

comments with the organization  if you feel them worthy.  Tell all to never give

up getting published, but  to help each other and take criticism as a blessing.

That has helped me get  published in several national and international

magazines and I look forward to  getting back in the literary world when I retire

once again in about a year.

Best regards to all,

Ric Hunter

******
Some thoughts on what and how we write, courtesy of Sol Stein and J.K. Rowling
Sol Stein was an editor in the publishing business for years, editing the works of such greats as Lionel Trilling and Elia Kazan.  Kazan wrote, “My publisher Sol Stein was my producer, and my editor Sol Stein was my director.  Sol saw what I didn’t think possible.”   Stein also wrote some best-sellers.   
In Stein on Writing, he states that nonfiction conveys information and fiction evokes emotion.  Really good nonfiction, he writes, provides information that also addresses our emotions.  He recommends that rather than simply state the number of homeless people in New York City, the writer should describe the plight of one of that number.  Emotions keep the reader interested.
Many of us are accustomed to writing reports as part of our employment.  These reports may document assessments, plans, and/or results.  Emotion is removed.  This is no place for creativity.  Standard phrases are good and perhaps necessary; lawyers call such phrases “boiler plate” in the documents they prepare.  
Stein recommends a different approach.  He recounts an acting class improvisation exercise in which the instructor gave Stein and his partner different scripts, with totally different views of the situation.  Within minutes, the actors were shouting at each other.  These conflicting emotions, based on conflicting views, says Mr. Stein, are essential to an interesting story.  
In one of the articles preceding the release of the final Harry Potter book, a reviewer commented that most of the information a reader has about Professor Snape is obtained through Harry’s eyes.  Harry believes that Snape is completely evil.  Some of the other characters disagree; they have a different script.   

Each character in a story has a unique point of view, a different set of desires, and a different Achilles heel.  Some adhere to different values and beliefs.  Below are some aphorisms to be found in print.  Maybe you will find them useful as beliefs for some of your characters:
--Choose your enemies carefully, because that is who you will become.

--A lie gets halfway around the world before the truth has a chance to get its pants on.   --  Winston Churchill

--The greatest hazard of all, losing one’s self, can occur very quietly in the world, as if it were nothing at all. No other loss can occur so quietly; any other loss -- an arm, a leg, five dollars, a wife, etc. -- is sure to be noticed.  --  Søren Kierkegaard

--The weaker our judgment, the stronger our condemnation. --  Evert Jan Ouweneel

--A clash of doctrines is not a disaster – it is an opportunity.  --  Alfred North Whitehead

