Panama City Writers Association
January 2007 Newsletter

Minutes from the December  Meeting:

  At the December 5, 2006 business meeting, we heard and approved the treasurer’s report.  We decided to have various members review the mailing list and pass it around for comments.  We also are considering ways to increase membership.  Following this brief meeting, we heard from a publisher, James Hampton, son of Robert C. Hampton (The Real Estate Book,) who wants to start a senior's magazine "FiftyPLUS" in Panama City.  He is  interested in copy for and about active senior citizens. We critiqued a short story and a poem, ate cookies, and drank eggnog (Straight. We were driving.)  No meeting was held on the 19th, in deference to the holidays.
******



Remember:

BOOKS ALIVE!  2007

  This year’s Books Alive! Conference will be held on Saturday, February 3, 2007, from 9 AM until 10 PM at the Gulf Coast Community College Cafeteria.  The keynote speaker this year is Linda Schaefer. Other featured writers include Doug Alderson, Holly Ambrose, Sara Askew-Jones, Julie Cannon, Faith Eidse, Karin Gillespie, Allyson Lewis, J.L. Lewis, Gary Mormino, Patricia Sprinkle, and Roseanne St. Romain. There will be free author presentations, book sales and signings. General seating tickets will be $20; There are additional charges for the dinner and the literary gala. Details and tickets may be obtained at the Bay County Library or by calling the Bay County Library at 872-7500. PCWA member Luann Kachelein, co-author of Journey for Truth: Unleashing the Dragon, will have her books available for purchase at a table near ours.  Panama City Writers Association members can sell their publications at our table if they wish.  Come to a meeting or e-mail us at panamacitywriters@hotmail.com
If you are interested in writing, you are invited to attend a PCWA meeting before deciding whether to join.
Next business meeting: January 2 

  The next business meeting will be January 2, 2007. The officers will meet at  6:15 to discuss recommendations for the business meeting (which starts at 6:30.)  Anyone who wishes to attend this 6:15 meeting is invited. The recommendations will be discussed and/or voted upon by the general group, which meets  at 6:30. 

  Then we will talk about writing. 

*****

Why go to a PCWA Meeting?

 In the December 16-17 Weekend Edition of the Wall Street Journal was a review by John Freeman of a book titled The Paris Review Interviews, Vol. 1.  The book is a collection of interviews with noted writers, including P.G. Wodehouse, Ernest Hemingway, and T.S. Eliot.  A brief quotation from an interview with Kurt Vonegut was included:

   Interviewer: “Do you feel as though you’re up there without a net under you?”

  Kurt Vonegut: “And without a balancing pole, either.  It gives me the heebie-jeebies sometimes.”

  After the first draft, which usually needs a lot of work, and multiple revisions, a writer often wonders how the work will affect the intended audience.  That is where PCWA comes in.  At our meetings, we try to be the net, or at least the balancing pole for one another.  When we review (critique) articles, we point out things we like about the work and suggest ways to strengthen it.  The writer, of course, decides which suggestions to use. We encourage one another to submit work for publication and suggest venues. If you think this kind of interaction with other writers might help you to reach your goals, we invite you to visit our group.  You do not have to be a writer to visit or to join us.

   Sometimes we have speakers.  Luann Kachelein, co-author of Journey for Truth: Unleashing the Dragon, will speak at our  February 20 meeting.  Meeting place and times are posted at the top of our mailed newsletter and on the home page of our website, PanamaCityWriters.org

Officers for 2007 Installed
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Left to right:  Officers Ed Pipkin, Vice President, Marj Stagg, President, and Wayne Garrett, Treasurer.  Tom Simak, secretary and librarian, was not present.  Photo by Barbara Winter.

*****

Thanks !

  Marj has been our 2006 President and current Newsletter Editor.  She also has learned the process and art of being our Webmaster (and she miraculously still finds time to write).  Wayne Garrett has kept our books straight and given wise counsel. Ed Pipkin has given sage counsel and tackled the vice presidency. Tom Simack recorded the minutes of our meetings and performed other secretarial duties. Tom also presented reviews of books about writing and gave us a disk full of information about Online Writers’ Workshops.  (Barbara Winter, also an active member, is our photographer. —  ed.)  Robin Margules surprised those of us at the December meeting with a large embroidered banner of our PCWA logo. This banner will be displayed on our PCWA table at the upcoming 2007 Books Alive! She also embroidered some PCWA patches (Shown in Column 2, this page) with our logo, to be worn by several members at Books Alive!  Our thanks to all who make our organization work.  —  Barbara Winter 

Two New Resources for the New Year
Many writing  resources tare available on the internet:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/dna/getwriting/ is a website run by British Broadcasting.  It has a  section called “The Craft,” which has sections on writing.  At the time this is being written, it has the headings “Developing Your Voice,”  “The Heart of the Story,” “Writing Historical Fiction,” and “Poison Pens: Writing Crime Fiction.”  The site includes links to other sites, too.  

  One of those sites is http://literature.britishcouncil.org/

This site had an interview with Margaret Atwood, author of, among other works books,  Curious Pursuits, Orys and Crake, and Strange Things.  An exerpt:
“It's the business of the fiction writer to be plausible. That's another way of saying it's the business of the fiction writer to tell you lies you will believe! That is why, when people say to me, 'Which of the characters in The Robber Bride do you identify with most closely?' I say, 'I identify with Zenia. She is the professional liar, and what else do fiction writers do but create lies that other people will believe?' That takes them aback somewhat; they thought I would say Tony; but no, it is Zenia. She's the liar.”
*****
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Shown above is the PCWA patch, which will be worn by PCWA members at our table at  the Books Alive! Conference.  The conference will  held on Saturday, February 3, 2007 at the Gulf Coast Community College Cafeteria. Details and tickets may be obtained at the Bay County Library or by calling the Bay County Library at 872-7500. Photo by Barbara Winter
