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Minutes from the January  Meeting:

  At the January, 2007  meetings, we heard and approved the treasurer’s report, and we critiqued  members’ works. At the January 16 meeting, one of the items critiqued was a portion of short story, which at the request of the writer was evaluated for characterization.  Another was a later draft of an article being prepared for submission to a publication dealing with angels. 

*****

Remember:

BOOKS ALIVE!  2007

  We will have a table at this year’s Books Alive! Conference on Saturday, February 3, 2007, at the Gulf Coast Community College Cafeteria. Copies of Sea Oats Review, Volumes 1 through 3, will be available. The conference, sponsored by the Bay County Library, will start at 9 AM. Linda Schaefer will be the keynote speaker this year. Other featured writers include Doug Alderson, Holly Ambrose, Sara Askew-Jones, Julie Cannon, Faith Eidse, Karin Gillespie, Allyson Lewis, J.L. Lewis, Gary Mormino, Patricia Sprinkle, and Roseanne St. Romain. The conference includes author presentations, book sales and signings. General seating is free.  Tickets are $20 for the luncheon.  The literary gala is $50.  Details and tickets may be obtained at the Bay County Library or by calling the Bay County Library at 872-7500. PCWA member LuAnn Kachelein, co-author of Journey for Truth: Unleashing the Dragon, will have her books available for purchase at a table near ours. Panama City Writers Association members can sell their publications at the PCWA table.  Come to a meeting or e-mail us at panamacitywriters@hotmail.com

*****

" The novice writer is often less inclined to give up her beautiful sentences than to abandon her first born."

  —M.D. Anderson in Writer's Journal 2/06
Next business meeting: February 6 
  The next business meeting will be Febuary 6, 2007. The officers will meet at  6:15 to discuss recommendations for the business meeting (which starts at 6:30.)  Anyone who wishes to attend this 6:15 meeting is invited. The recommendations will be discussed and/or voted upon by the general group, which meets  at 6:30. 

  The we will talk about writing
Speaker for February 20 is 

LuAnn Kachelein  

Co-author of 

Journey for Truth: Unleashing the Dragon

 LuAnn Kachelein and her writing partner have written a book about James, who is attempting to earn his Ph.D. in paleontology by taking on the difficult task of proving that dragons existed.  Professor Scofield, his mentor, demands proof.  A letter from James’s friend in Nepal, changes everything: a real dragon has been found.

 LuAnn’s topic is “The Joys and Pitfalls of Research, Writing, and Getting Published.”  The public is invited.

Congratulations!

 PCWA member Gene Cabot has had two articles in publication recently. An article in Vilcom International Outdoor News & Horse Report, titled "Following the Rules of the Road at Sea Can Help You Stay Alive," is his 177th work to appear in print. “Inventory While you Still Can,” in Heartland Boating is Number 178.  His goal is to have 200 articles and tips published by 2008.  Gene submits articles only to paying publications and frequently recommends venues for the work of other members. of PCWA.  

If you are interested in writing, you are invited to attend a PCWA meeting before deciding whether to join.
Our mailing address:

Panama City Writers Association

P.O. Box 15223

Panama City, FL 32406
www.panamacitywriters.org

panamacitywriters@hotmail.com
PCWA meets: 

1st & 3rd Tuesdays

6:30 PM -  8:30 PM

St. Andrew Civic Club

2629 W. 10th Street, Panama City

(across from Oaks by the Bay Park

 near Beck Avenue and 10th Street)

For more info: Robin (850)785-1575

Notes on Writing

by Mike Gardebled

Slidell, La.

   Ambition, if it feeds at all, does so on the ambition of  others — Susan Sontag

From the Department of Handy Tips with Word:

 Do you use text boundaries? If not, it is a great psychological tool. The boundary gives you, the writer, a perspective of the printed page by outlining (with small dots) the size of the page. Better yet, it automatically adjusts to whatever margins you’re using at the time. Here’s how:

 Go to Tools and click Options, then View. You’ll notice “Print and Web Layout Options” a little more than half way down. Check Text Boundaries, then click OK.

Me, myself, and I
 You hear it all the time, and it’s wrong, wrong, wrong. Examples: (A) From Internet Sports: “The fact that our team selection chairman and myself are coming to Baton Rouge. . . .” (B) The tale was related to Maria and myself.   Myself  is a reflexive or intensive pronoun. For example, I cut myself  is reflexive (i.e., turned back upon itself). On the other hand, Dang it, I’ll do it myself is intensive (i.e., provides emphasis).

 From the Small Potatoes Department:

  Who isn’t guilty? Is it email, e-mail, or E-mail? Is it Internet or internet? I’m going to continue being guilty of both except when using them in a story or formal writing. Both words use the capitalized version.

  How about avenge vs. revenge? There is a difference, and that depends upon intent. From The Careful Writer by Theodore Bernstein: “Avenge means to mete out punishment for a wrong done, with the idea of restoring the balance of justice. Revenge denotes retaliating resentfully for a wrong done, with the idea of obtaining satisfaction.” Use them with care, dear reader.

  From the Internet: “Homer’s Iliad may be fact or fiction.” Really? This is weak; a stronger word is needed. For me, a better word is in order, e.g., Homer’s Iliad is either fact or fiction. Or, Homer’s Iliad may be fact or may be fiction.

  In the above example, the use of “may be” twice is called a parallelism and often used in speech or literature for emphasis. A couple of examples: Kennedy’s 1961 speech, “Ask not what your country can do for you, but ask what you can do for your country.” Churchill during WWII, “Never in the course of human events have so many owed so much, to so few.”

 That’s all for now, folks. Go read and write—and study punctuation.
 Requests for submissions Part 1
  Sometimes we get requests for submissions from other publications.  Since publications that contain paid advertisement appear to be profit-driven, it seems appropriate that they compensate writers who provide copy for the publication.  Some do; some don’t.  When we receive requests for submissions from publications that pay writers, we share that information with our readers.

Requests for submissions Part 2
 This newsletter is written, published, and mailed by unpaid volunteers.  Do you have an article that would help our members to meet their goals of improving their writing?  Of obtaining paid publication?  You would get a byline, you would keep the copyright, and you would have the gratitude of our readers.  - ed. 

*****

The Rules of Writing
  Many books have been written about writing.  For plain usefulness, The Elements of Style, by Strunk and White, is without peer. The volume is a mere 85 pages, not counting the index, and measures seven inches by four and a half.  Part I contains rules for commas and apostrophes, for forming plurals and for use of participial phrases.  Each rule is followed by a single example.  The rules are numbered and total 21.  Section II is titled “Elementary Principles of Composition,” and is as valuable as any advice about punctuation.

  From Rule 12, “Choose a suitable design and hold it:”

Writing, to be effective, must follow closely the thoughts of the writer, but not necessarily in the order in which those thoughts occur.  This calls for a scheme of procedure...The first principle of composition, therefore, is to foresee or determine the shape of what is to come and pursue that shape.  

      — Strunk and White, The Elements of Style, p. 15

Writing prompt:

  A recent television advertisement featured a pawn shop that was providing income tax assistance and refunds — a curious mix, to say the least.  What lines of work would you find  most cringe-worthy if combined under one banner?  How would this fit into your story?

