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Next Business Meeting:  April 3

  At 6:15, the officers and anyone else who is interested will discuss matters to be presented at the general business meeting.  At 6:30 we will have the brief business meeting, followed by critiques. Our critiques often turn into discussions of larger issues of writing. New members and aspiring writers always are welcome. 
*****

What's in a Name?

The current online issue of Writers Digest address the naming of characters.  In nonfiction, choices are limited by reality.  However, information regarding preferred methods of address, nicknames, and pet names may be useful in describing the character.  The article recommends:       


Pay attention to how the subject is addressed by others and how he refers to himself—is he Mr. Smith, Smitty, Michael, Mike or Micky? Upon a formal introduction, does he immediately insist you call him by his first name? Or, if you call him "Mike," does he correct you by saying stiffly, "It's Michael"?

For a fictional character, the name provides an important descriptive detail. Give it the time and consideration it deserves. 

  Consider these classic lead characters and what their names make you feel about them and their stories:

  Sam Spade (The Maltese Falcon by Dashiell Hammett). 
  Scarlett O'Hara (Gone With The Wind by Margaret Mitchell). 

  Sammy Glick (What Makes Sammy Run by Bud Schulberg). .
  Vito Corleone (The Godfather by Mario Puzo).         

   Holden Caulfield (The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger). 

*****

Writing Opportunity 

The Cup of Comfort books series has announced that it is planning to publish six new anthologies.  The series features inspiring true stories that “read like fiction.”  

  Stories must be uplifting, original, in English, typed, titled, and 1000-2000 words. There is a $500 grand prize; $100 each and a copy of the book will be paid for all other stories.  This publisher does not charge any entry fee.
 Email submissions to wordsinger@aol.com.  The new book titles are to be:

A Cup of Comfort for Single Mothers

A Cup of Comfort for Horse Lovers

A Cup of Comfort for Cat Lovers 

A Cup of Comfort for Breast Cancer Survivors 

A Cup of Comfort for Spouses &Children of People with Alzheimer’s 

A Cup of Comfort for Divorced Women 
 For detailed writer’s guidelines: go to www.cupofcomfort.com. 
*****
Writing Prompt

What would be the impact of knowing that an ancestor had committed a horrible crime?  What if an ancestor was gifted, and the gift may have been inherited (but unnoticed)?  Would such knowledge lead to a change in the course of the descendant’s life?
*****

If you are interested in writing, you are invited to attend a PCWA meeting before deciding whether to join.
The Rules of Writing  

 Here are some excerpts  from Rule 2 : Write in a way that comes naturally.  
  Write in a way that comes easily and naturally to you, using words and phrases that come readily to hand.  But do not assume that because you have acted naturally your product is without flaw.  


The use of language begins with imitation.  The infant imitates the sounds made by its parents….The imitative life continues long after the writer is on his own...Never imitate consciously, but do not worry about being an imitator; take pains instead to admire what is good.  Then when you write in a way that comes naturally, you will echo the haloos that bear repeating. —  Strunk and White, in Elements of Style
*****
My books are like water; those of the great geniuses are wine. Everybody drinks water.  —  Mark Twain, submitted by Gene Cabot
W. Somerset Maugham and Writing

By Wayne Garrett

 A newsletter came across my desk with a quote attributed to W. Somerset Maugham: 

   “The crown of literature is poetry.  It is the sublimest activity of the human mind. The writer of prose can only step aside when the poet passes.” 


Since I cotton to writing little doggerel poems, I quite naturally think that Maugham’s observation is brilliant and the fact that I can't write prose worth a toot, does not influence my opinion.



While utilizing, perhaps, a teensy tiny bit of altruistic neglect in deeming this quote to be cool, albeit, self serving, I thought it wise to establish its veracity so as to reduce my exposure to sabot - maw syndrome.  


I was unable to positively trace this quote to Maugham but I did find a whole heap of really neat stuff that he, for sure, did say. 

 
For instance:  

There are three rules for writing the novel. Unfortunately, no one knows what they are.

To write simply is as difficult as to be good. 

Imagination grows by exercise, and contrary to common belief, is more powerful in the mature than in the young. 

It wasn't until late in life that I discovered how easy it is to say “I don't know.”

It's a funny thing about life; if you refuse to accept anything but the best, you very often get it.

  If a nation values anything more than freedom, it will lose its freedom; and the irony of it is that if it is comfort or money that it values more, it will lose that too. 

  And, perhaps, the most applicable of all, at least to me:

  The ability to quote is a serviceable substitute for wit.

   W. Somerset Maugham was born in 1874 in Paris at the British Embassy. He lived in Europe and in the U S but his home base was the U K. He wrote Of Human Bondage, The Future, and other novels as well as plays and screen plays. 

 
His remarkable life story can be found by pasting W. Somerset Maugham Center in your browser. Click on and enjoy.

	February 6, 2007

 

The business meeting was called to order at 6:15 p.m. 

In attendance: 

Marjorie Stagg – President

Wayne Garrett – Treasurer

Tom Simack - Secretary

LuAnn Kachelein

Robin Marguiles

Ed Pipkin

Gene Cabot

Ann Morris

Emila Hughes 

The secretary and treasurer’s reports were read and approved. 

Wayne reported that at “Books Alive” old issues of “Sea Oats” were sold for a total of $43. 

Marjorie has been contacted by a lady in New York that has requested 12 copies of Sea Oats Volume 3. A price of five dollars per issue was agreed upon with free shipping.  

It was decided that in addition to posting a copy of the meeting minutes in the secretary’s logbook that a link will be established from the club’s homepage to the minutes so that all members may stay abreast of each meetings activities if they are unable to attend. Selected meeting highlights will continue to appear in the club newsletter. 

It was decided that a basic map will be added to the newsletter to assist guests wanting to attend meetings. 

 Initially, it was agreed upon that we should have a guest speaker once every quarter if possible as speakers typically bring in more guests. Bruce Gamble author of “Darkest Hour” and “Black Sheep Squadron” has agreed to be a guest speaker and we will be contacting him to establish a presentation date. Gene appropriately reminded the group that the primary purpose for having a speaker is not to increase membership but to entertain and educate current members. 

Tony Simmons, a News Herald editor is coordinating efforts to celebrate the anniversary of Bay County. Tony is looking for articles to publish for “The Heritage of Bay County” 

Additionally, the library is looking for stories relating to Bay County for publication. The stories will be published in Volume II of the Heritage of Bay County, Florida, a grassroots family histories collection. Authors will maintain copyright protection. No fees will be paid and there will be no charge to publish the 1st 500 words and a photograph with a nominal fee there after for additional words. Residents of Bay County that can track their heritage back 1890 will be allowed 1000 words and two photographs at no charge. Contact Linda Kleback, lkleback@hotmail.com for additional info. 

Tom asked the club to assist them in getting past a plot block.  Tom is looking for an exciting twist in his story and could use his help brainstorming. 

Wayne read a poem that he had written expressing his love of Florida that segues into our love for Florida. With a little more work on the final verse it’ll be good to go.  

Ed read a short story that he had written about an experience he had with a friend while fishing on a local river and the dead of winter. Quite hilarious and would be a great article for one of the many fishing magazines. 

Gene read an article that he was getting ready to submit to a boating magazine that addressed a fishing boat’s right of way while trolling. We live in a fishing paradise but most of us are quite naïve when it comes to proper boating etiquette. Who has the right of way; a fishing boat that is trolling or a sail boat or possibly a power boat? 

Robin sang three songs she had composed, which was quite a treat.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. with a rendition of “Happy Birthday” Tom made it to 62.



	


Panama City Writers Association

February 20, 2007 - Meeting Minutes

At the February 20 meeting, it was the club's distinct pleasure and honor to have LuAnn is Kachelein as a guest speaker. 

LuAnn shared with us her experiences leading to the publication of her book, Journey for Truth: Unleashing the Dragon.

 LuAnn started with a little humor and a reminder of the difficulties many of our greatest writers endured to get that first book published.  Here are examples she gave:

· Patricia Cromwell's first three books did not get published. 

· John Steinbeck's first three books did not get published.

· It took Mary Higgins Clark six years to get her first book published.

· John Grisham had his first four books turned down before selling “The Firm”.

· One of America's greatest science fiction writers, Stephen King, had his first seven books turned down before hitting the big time with “Carrie” -- and it too would have fallen by the wayside had his wife not retrieved it from the trash.

· The all time fortitude award goes to James Patterson, who wrote 26 books before getting his first one published. 


LuAnn’s latest work was done in conjunction with a friend overseas.  Although she recommends using the internet extensively for research, she did not use the Internet to send or receive any work that she and her writing partner were in the process of editing.  They strictly used snail mail. This is especially important in foreign countries where the privacy laws are not as stringent and censorship is quite common. 

LuAnn recommended making an extensive outline before writing the book. In previous writing experiences, she found that she might be as far as half way through the book and find it necessary to make changes in earlier chapters. She decided that making an outline would expedite the writing process. LuAnn starts with a simple outline and builds on it until it contains dialogue.  While it may have grown beyond the type of outline taught in schools, it keeps the story in chronological order and simplifies any necessary character or plot changes.  At each stage of the writing process, LuAnn keeps records of every scrap of information. This includes character profiles, web research, query letters, and responses from publishers.

Complete character profiles should be developed as soon as feasible, she said. To add life to the book, Luann suggested finding pictures that closely resemble the characters you are writing about. She recommends that profiles of the characters be developed to go with the pictures.  These profiles should contain information about three distinctive characteristics in addition to appearance: 

· the way they talk

· the way they move

· their thoughts and feelings

The profiles and photos act as reminders to help you keep your characters believable.  

LuAnn has developed what she calls her “Little Book of Words”. Many writers overuse a few favorite words.  She has a list of synonyms for “said”, a list of words for thoughts and feelings, and a list for movement.  One good verb can replace an entire paragraph.  She finds that the lists help her to keep the book interesting.

Of course, the first draft needs to be edited and re-edited.  Some writers think that editing a page two or three times should be sufficient.  Twenty drafts may be necessary to get out a quality page.

After the book is written, the next step is finding and securing an agreement with a publisher.  LuAnn used the Writers Market publication in deciding where to submit her book.  She states that the query letter probably will decide whether a book will be published. It should be no more than one page, tell the publisher the number of pages, something about the writer, what the book is about, the target market, and what makes the book unique. She recommends mentioning the title of the book at least three times: the beginning, the middle and the end. Remember to thank them for their consideration. 

LuAnn suggested that unpublished writers concentrate efforts toward companies that indicate they are seeking new writers.  Remember to include a self addressed, stamped envelope.  She marks the envelopes so she can determine who returned them, since this may not readily be apparent from the reply.  She keeps a record of what work has been sent, to whom, the date sent, and the type of response, if any.  If there is no response in a reasonable amount of time, she follows up with a letter or a telephone call.

 LuAnn and her co-author decided to opt for what is referred to as a climbing publication contract.  Their contract allows 8% for the first 2000 books sold, with increased payment for each level, eventually reaching 12.5% for 10,000 or more books sold. LuAnn retained all copyright privileges, and should the book hit big-time numbers and be made into a movie, there would be a 50-50 split with the publisher. 

LuAnn thinks about writing seven days a week, keeping a pad of paper with her at all times and making notes of interesting things she sees in everyday life. Phrases and conversations overheard also go into her notebook.  She spends some time each day on at least one aspect of research, writing, editing, publishing, or marketing.
If you're at the point where you are ready to write a query letter, the PCWA library has a book on writing queries that will provide you with additional tips.

PCWA meets: 


1st & 3rd Tuesdays		6:30 PM -  8:30 PM


St. Andrew Civic Club


2629 W. 10th Street, Panama City


(across from Oaks by the Bay Park


 near Beck Avenue and 10th Street)


For more info: Robin (850)914-9456








