2006 January Newsletter

---------------


Changes at PCWA

Barbara Winter speaks for PCWA members:

A note to our current and past PCWA members: I want to thank many people in our organization as well as several who moved to other states who have put forth great efforts that made our PCWA group so successful. I benefited from the lessons and discussions offered since I joined in 2001. In a recent e-mail Virginia mentioned some of the PCWA accomplishments such as improved website, expanded newsletter, seminars, a wide range of programs, writers contests, 3 years of our literary magazine, Sea Oats (we still have extra copies for sale). We are now going through another phase, which is put forth in this newsletter. We will continue to learn by writing, reading our works, receiving constructive critiques, and critiquing others. Come join us! 

Barbara Winter 


 ******
ANNOUNCEMENT:

At the January 3rd Business Meeting, we discussed and planned our meetings for the Next 3 months. We hope to remain a viable organization by becoming a critique group.
 
For the immediate future PCWA will focus on writing skills. We will meet as usual on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays at St Andrews Civic Center at 6:30p.m.

You may present your work up to eight pages long.  For critique, bring 8-10 double-spaced copies.  If you are reading only, then only your reader’s copy is necessary.

Next Meeting is January 17th
Literary Night:  Member’s Readings & Critiques (See below for Literary Night Guidelines)  

 

If you have suggestions regarding how we can best continue as PCWA, please come to the Jan 17th meeting and share your thoughts.
_______

 

Dues Time Again!  Our 2006 dues are $25 per person. Checks should be made payable to: PCWA, and can be given to our Acting-Treasurer, Wayne Garrett at our next meeting, or can be mailed to: PCWA, P.O. Box 15223, Panama City, FL 32404. Please pay as soon as possible. 
------------

Proposed Operation of Critique/Literary Nights:  The purpose of Literary Nights is two-fold: to give constructive feed-back to our members and guests on their writing and to help our members become better acquainted with one another’s work. Therefore it is desirable that adequate time be given to each author’s work while at the same time providing an opportunity for as many as possible to read their work.  
To those ends the following rules are suggested:  
A sign-up sheet should be available as people enter the meeting on which each author desiring to read should list his/her name, the title of his/her work, the category of the work, whether critique is desired, and the approximate length of time required to read the work. A Literary Night Moderator should use the sign-up list to call on readers and at the end of the meeting the list may be given to whoever might be writing a report of the meeting for the Newsletter.
Readings can be up to 10 minutes, including whatever introductory comments the author wishes to make, but not including the time required to distribute copies of works to be critiqued.
Authors desiring critique should supply copies (12 is usually sufficient) to the critics.  Listeners/critics should make notes on the copies supplied and should sign their critiques.  At the end of the reading, the Moderator should ask for comment in whatever order he/she deems best.  Each critic should state his/her point(s) ONCE. Subsequent critics may agree or disagree with those points, but back-and-forth debate should be avoided.
The author should listen attentively to the suggestions made and make notes, but hold his/her comments until after the critiques. It is always the author’s right and duty to either accept or reject a criticism based on whatever reasons he or she may have. Debate is time-consuming and counterproductive.
If a critic wishes to keep a copy of the work for more in-depth study, he/she may do so, but should make arrangements with the author to provide feedback in a reasonable time frame. This probably means getting the author’s phone number and/or email or mailing address and promising a response date.
Each critic should return his/her copy of the work to the author, either at the meeting or at the agreed-upon time, unless told otherwise by the author.

NOTE: We may adjust the above time guidelines depending on the number of attendees prepared to read.

-----------------
PCWA meets: 

1st & 3rd Tuesdays 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM

St. Andrew Civic Club

2629 W. 10th Street, Panama City

(across from Oaks by the Bay Park near Beck Avenue and 10th Street)

Recap of December Meeting:

Our Christmas Party was held on Dec 6th and fun and good food were had by all.

* * * * *

Upcoming Meetings:

Business Meeting with Discussions and Scheduling of Upcoming Events.

January 17 Presentation: Critiques.  See below.


* * *

MOTIVATE YOUR CHARACTERS

In her book, No More Rejections, Alice Orr provides 50 invaluable secrets to writing a salable manuscript. In this excerpt, Alice writes why a character's motivation is important.

"To create a hero a reader will buy and not want to throw away afterward, think about what that reader's character preferences might be. Most of us prefer to read about a can-do/will-do character. Most readers will also identify with a bold, active response to the kind of trouble and conflict a protagonist must be in to make a story dramatic and compelling.

"A bold character makes herself vulnerable, exposing herself to scary possibilities because that's what decisiveness in her story situation requires. Still, she's human. She has no superpowers. We care about her because she's like us, not vastly superior to us. Still, we believe she can perform as she does in the story situation because the author lets us in on the character's reasons for doing so. Failing in that authorial duty is a huge storytelling mistake."

  
+++++++++++++++++
Dues Time Again!  Our 2006 dues are $25 per person. Checks should be made payable to: PCWA, and can be given to our Acting-Treasurer Wayne Garrett at our next meeting, or can be mailed to: PCWA, P.O. Box 15223, Panama City, FL 32404. Please pay as soon as possible.  

++++++++++++++++++++++

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

SHOCKING! AMAZING!  Sure, tabloids can be a fun read. But a veteran editor says following the same writing style can animate and electrify your work. In the “Writer's Guide to Creativity”, a special publication from the editors of WD, Peter Reilly gives his tips how to write better based on the tabloids: 1. Never be boring. Try starting your story with a commonly known statement, then give it a twist. 2. Use your best shot. Lots of writers want to save the most fascinating aspect of a story as a payoff, but most readers aren't going to wait around that long. Start the story with it. 3. Pace yourself. Vary your story with both long and short sentences to avoid monotony.  

++++++++++++++++++

HAPPY WRITING!  
+++++++++++++++


PCWA meets: 1st &3rd Tuesdays 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM St. Andrew Civic Club 2629 W. 10th Street, Panama City (across from Oaks by the Bay Park near Beck Avenue and 10th Street For more info: Robin (850)785-1575  

++++++++++++++


WRITING CONTESTS:

(1) The Margaret Reid Prize Contest for Traditional Poetry is now open. Prize money has been increased to $3,500. Full details are posted at: http://poetrycontests.exactpages.com

(2) The Anthology, ACROSS THE LONG BRIDGE, containing 132 poems from both The Margaret Reid and the Tom Howard Poetry Contests is now available at Lulu in both hardcover and trade paperback editions. Prices are $29.95 for the hardcover, $19.98 for the paperback. (The hardcover is listed first; the paperback second). Please use this link:
http://www.lulu.com/filmindex

(3) For a limited time only, you may download ACROSS THE LONG BRIDGE free of charge. Please go to the second listing (the paperback edition) at Lulu and press the Preview button. However, be warned! The book is 272 pages and will use up a lot of paper and ink if you try to print the lot! 

(4) The Tom Howard Short Story Contest is also now open. $3,000 in cash prizes will be awarded. Closing date: March 31, 2006. Early entries enjoy a distinct advantage. Find full details at: http://shortstorycontest.0catch.com The Tom Howard/John H. Reid Poetry Contest
Submission Period: deadline September 30
$3,500 in prizes.


(5) Don’t forget http://www.winningwriters.com for all the latest (and best) writing contests information.  

War Poetry Contest
Sponsored by Winning Writers Deadline May 31. $3,000 in cash prizes, including a top prize of $1,500. This contest seeks today's best poetry on the theme of war. 

--------------------
From the Writers Guild of Acadiana:  
2005 Louisiana Book Festival Rescheduled. Originally scheduled for October 29, 2005, in Baton Rouge, this has been provisionally rescheduled to Saturday, March 11, 2006. The impact of Hurricane Katrina displaced over 40% of the writers and book professionals scheduled to participate in the 2005 Louisiana book Festival and impaired a variety of public and private organizations that provide critical support for the festival’s production and promotion. Consequently and regrettably, the fourth annual Louisiana Book Festival has been postponed. Contacts: Robert Wilson 225-219-9503, and Rod Mills 225-342-9714. www.louisianabookfestival.org

Competition: Glimmer Train's Very Short Fiction Award.  Open to all themes, all subjects, all writers, published and unpublished. Your original, unpublished story must not exceed 2,000
words. To submit your story, go to our site, www.glimmertrain.org, click on the
Submissions tab, and log in to click on VERY SHORT FICTION AWARD. Reading
fee (payable by visa or mc) is $10 per story. Entries will be accepted through January 31st.

===========

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  
