Panama City Writers Association
September 2006 newsletter
panamacitywriters@hotmail.com

 September 1, 2006

Volume 8, Issue 7
Panama City Writers Association

P.O. Box 15223

Panama City, FL 32406

www.panamacitywriters.org

panamacitywriters@hotmail.com
Next business meeting:   September  5


Meeting Notes from August 1 meeting:

We discussed the need to recruit and retain more members.  One consideration in recruitment and retention of members is the amount of time dedicated to the business meeting.  The officers plan to meet at 6:15 on the first Tuesday of each month.  Any members who wish are invited to attend.  This will allow some of the planning to occur before the general meeting and permit us to spend more of the precious time between 6:30 and 8:30 on our mission: writing.  Votes and further comments can continue to be made by the members who arrive at 6:30.

*****

At the last meeting we welcomed a returning member and a new potential member.  One already is a published writer.  We hope they both will return and become regular attendees. We also critiqued one work. Feel free to bring your work in progress for comments.  All writers are welcome.

*****

Request for Submissions

This newsletter is an opportunity for you to get your work in print.  You get a byline and you keep the copyright.  Comments by noted writers also are welcome.  Please send submissions to:

 panamacitywriters@hotmail.com

*****

Writing is not like painting where you add. It is not what you put on the canvas that the reader sees. Writing is more like a sculpture where you remove, you eliminate in order to make the work visible. Even those pages you remove somehow remain. —

Elie Wiesel

A radio talk-show host asked me how I wrote.  My reply – “One word at a time” – seemingly left him without a reply.  I think he was trying to decide whether or not I was joking.  I wasn’t.  In the end, it’s that simple.  --  Stephen King, in On Writing  
7th Annual Gulf Coast

Writers and storytellers Conference

Saturday, September 16, 2006

SPEAKERS INCLUDE: National bestseller  Margaret Coel; judge and novelist Terry Lewis; poet, novelist, screenwriter and writing professor Lynn Wallace; fiction writer and newspaper columnist Tony Simmons; novelist and literary agent Cricket Pechstein; novelist, columnist, and screenwriter Michael Lister, and many others.


This year, in addition to covering the elements of craft, the Gulf Coast Writers and Storytellers will be hosting the September meeting of the Florida Chapter of the Mystery Writers of America. Learn about crafting the perfect crime and network with established writers. Also available are  manuscript and script evaluations by agents, editors, published authors, and professional screenwriters.


This year’s conference will be held in the newly remodeled Language Arts Department of Gulf Coast Community College (5230 W. Hwy 98, Panama City, FL). The diversity of participants has made them  valued contributors in previous years.  You are invited to participate and contribute to this celebration of craft and artistic endeavor.


Registration forms are available at                      http://www.gulfcoastwritersconference.com/ or call Michael Lister at 639-4848.  Rates start at $ 25, with additional charges for later registration, critiques, contests, and the luncheon.

*****

Have you finished a novel?

Pottersville Press presents

The 3rd Annual Novel Writing Contest

Winner will be published by Pottersville Press in 2007

And announced on September 16th at the 7th Annual Gulf Coast Writers' Conference.  Mail your manuscript and $50 entry fee to Pottersville Press, P.O. Box 35038, Panama City, Florida 32412 no later than September 1st 2005

*****
 When you write a story, you’re telling yourself the story.  When you rewrite, your main job is taking out all the things that are not the story. --   John Gould, quoted in Stephen King’s On Writing
Emerald Coast Writers Association 

Workshop

 
A local writers’ workshop will be presented on September 23rd.  The Emerald Coast Writers is sponsoring Bob Mayer's All-day Workshop for Writers at Ramada Plaza Beach Resort on Okaloosa Island, Fort Walton Beach, Florida, on September 23rd  2006, from 9 AM to 5 PM.  


New York Times bestselling author Bob Mayer has published 33 books ranging from military techno-thriller to political thriller to non-fiction to science fiction to romantic suspense.  He has over two million books in print.  Here is the schedule:

9:00-9:50: The Original Idea—The Heart of Your Story and Key to Selling Your Book: 

10:00-10:50: Plot and Outline:  The Events of Your Story: 

11:00-11:50: Point Of View:  The Voice of Your Story: 

12:00-1:00:  Lunch

1:00-1:50: Characters:  The People of Your Story: 

2:00-2:50: Setting, Dialogue, Writer’s Block and Re-Writing:  

3:00-3:50: Selling And Marketing Your Book
4:00-4:50: The Current State and Future of the Publishing Business for the Writer


WORKSHOP FEE  $ 85.00 .  Continental breakfast and lunch is included in the package.

 
If you cannot attend but would like to donate to ECW, they will mail you copies of all handouts distributed during the workshop.  A minimum donation of $15.00 is requested to cover printing and mailing.  For more information,  snail-mail your registration to Mary Brown,  PO Box 6502, Destin Florida 32550,  telephone Joyce Holland at 850 243-6570 (Between 9 AM and 6 PM only please,) or Email Joyce at Boatdollie@aol.com  and put       “ ECW” in the subject heading.  A registration form is available at http://www.emeraldcoastwriters.org/

Writing Contest:

The 7th Annual Writer's Digest Short Short Story Competition is accepting entries. They're looking for fiction that's bold, brilliant ... but brief. Send them your best in 1,500 words or less. But don't be too long about it—the deadline is December 1, 2006.

Manuscripts can be submitted online or via snail mail.  The entry fee is $12 per manuscript. Writer’s Digest gets first-time publication rights for the top 25 submissions, to be published in Writer's Digest.  For details, go to 

https://www.writersdigest.com/contests/shortshort/

More contests are available at the same website.

*******
In a  recent magazine article, Amy Tan (Author of several best-sellers including The Joy Luck Club,) referred to her friends who did the first reading and comments of her work as her “outhouse editors” --  i.e., editors who deal with the work while it still is in the manure stage.  It can be comforting to know that even Amy Tan needs that kind of help.

 *****

The situation comes first.  The characters – always flat and unfeatured, to begin with—come next.  Once these things are fixed in my mind, I begin to narrate.  I often have an idea of what the outcome may be, but I have never demanded of a set of characters that they do things my way.  —  Stephen  King

 *****

No stile of writing is so delightful as that which is all pith, which never omits a necessary word, nor uses an unnecessary one.  — ​​​​ ​​Thomas Jefferson

 *****

Vigorous writing is concise. A sentence should contain no unnecessary words, a paragraph no unnecessary sentences, for the same reason that a drawing should have no unnecessary lines and a machine no unnecessary parts. — William Strunk, Jr.,  in Elements of Style
PCWA meets: 


1st & 3rd Tuesdays		6:30 PM -  8:30 PM


St. Andrew Civic Club


2629 W. 10th Street, Panama City


(across from Oaks by the Bay Park near Beck Avenue and 10th Street


For more info: Robin (850)785-1575











