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PCWA meets:

1st & 3rd Tuesdays

6:30 PM -  8:30 PM

St. Andrew Civic Club

2629 W. 10th Street, Panama City

(across from Oaks by the Bay Park
near Beck Avenue and 10th Street)

Next business meeting: November 7

Minutes of  the October 7  Meeting:
We heard and approved the treasurer’s report.

We decided to prune our mailing list, removing names of people who have not renewed memberships and have not been to meetings or contacted us within the past year.  Please see the enclosed sheet, which you can return if you wish to remain on our mailing list.

We decided to include with the November newsletter some notices for posting wherever people who are interested in writing may meet.  

Minutes of the  meeting on October 17
President Marj Stagg called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.In attendance:


· Marj Stagg

· Ed Pipkin

· Barbara Winter

· Ann Morris

· Gene Cabot

· Cooper Stinson

· Tom Simack
Although not a regularly scheduled business meeting (which has been

traditionally scheduled for the 1st meeting of each month,) the by-laws 

were discussed and it was determined that business matters can be discussed 

and voted on at every scheduled meeting as long as a quorum is present.
Election of officers took place.

Marj Stagg graciously agreed to remain president through 2007.
Tom Simack consented to serve as secretary 2007.  Wayne Garrett will continue as treasurer.
Presently, Wayne has the only access key to the meeting room. Ed Pipkin

has served as backup and Tom Simack will be added to the key pool to ensure

that access to the building will not be a problem.
Tom Simack made a presentation regarding OWLs (Online Writing Labs,) based on an article from the September 2006 “The Writer” magazine. Each member was provided with a CD that contained 15 pages of links to OWLs found at universities and organizations.  At those sites, free advice can be obtained regarding grammar, style, and editing as well as other issues.  Additionally, a four page form used to extensively define character traits was reviewed.  There is a limited number of spare CDs that are available to members on a first come basis from Marj.
Gene Cabot briefed the members on ways to get published and recommended logging on to www.writersmarket.com. The site provides a wealth of information and a 30 day free trial is available.  Gene Cabot initiated a conversation regarding the submission of “Queries” and their importance in the submission process. Tom Simack will order a

book from the Writers Digest Book Club and make a presentation at the first meeting in November.
An unofficial PCWC reference library has been established by Tom Simack.

Tom will be compiling a list of books that he has that will be available for review. All members that have books they are willing to lend to other members should forward the titles to Tom at tsimack@knology.com  Additionally, all club members should forward to Tom any magazines they are willing to share related to writing. Tom will start a data base with the magazine, issue date and featured articles.

A new monthly feature will added to the club meetings at least once a month where a book on writing will be reviewed. Specific topics: 
· dialogue;

· character traits
· scenery descriptions
· how to create tension, et al
Works that were reviewed included:

· Denial” by Marj Stagg

· “A Country Song for Women” by Ann Morris

· Words Mean Things” by Wayne Garrett

· Poem Writin’ Contest” by Wayne Garrett

· Spirit” by Ed Pipkin
The next meeting is scheduled for the 1st Tuesday in November. Mark your calendar and bring along a sample of your work for the group to review.

Next business meeting

The next business meeting will be November 7.  The officers will meet at 6:15, to expedite the general business meeting (which starts at 6:30.)  Anyone else who wishes to attend this 6:15 meeting is welcome.  Then we will discuss writing and do critiques. For an unofficial list of the unofficial rules for critiques, see below.

*****

Planning ahead…..


We’re coming close to the holiday seasons.  There are Thanksgiving, Christmas, Hanukkah, New Years’ Day, and several more.  There  will, no doubt, be writing contests centered around those holidays.  Writing contests often seem to have short deadlines, so the writer who has anticipated the contest has the advantage of more time to rewrite and polish a manuscript. 

*****

Writers’ Digest has contests for short-short fiction, popular fiction, and poetry.   Details: writersdigest.com/

*****


Sol Stein writes that he was in a class taught by Theodore Goodman, and that the most important thing he learned from Mr. Goodman came at the beginning of a conference:


He glared at me and said, “Look at how you’re dressed.”  I looked down and could see only what I had seen in the mirror that morning, the suit and shirt and tie that was customary for students at the time.


“Your suit is blue,” he said.  “Your shirt is blue, your tie is blue.  That’s what’s wrong with your writing.”


When my ordeal was over I slunk away from Goodman’s cubicle to rethink the sameness of my writing and to learn the value of variety.


— Sol Stein, in Stein on Writing

*****

Congratulations to Mary Ann Wright

Mary Ann  sent this news:


My story "War Relic" won the grandprize in the Writers' Journal "Write To Win! Contest" for June 20, 2006.


Entries had to begin with "The town looked deserted..." This is my first national circulation print publication.

*****

The way I see it, if you want the rainbow, you gotta put up with the rain.  —  Dolly Parton

*****
Writers aren’t exactly people...they’re a whole lot of people trying to be one person.  —  F. Scott Fitzgerald

*****

There ain’t no rules around here!  We’re trying to accomplish something!  —  Thomas Edison

*****

Anna Quindlen’s Comments on Writing

From an interview with Anna Quindlen, published in the online Writers’ Digest:

You're known for your down-to-earth point of view. So what practical advice would you offer other writers?

It all comes down to the Nike slogan. Just do it. So many people tell me, well, I'm thinking of writing a book. Does anyone say I'm thinking of performing surgery, or I'm thinking of designing a building? Writing seems to be the only profession people imagine you can do by thinking about doing it. No. Put your butt in a chair and write. And never mind feeling blocked. Everyone feels blocked all the time. Madeline L'Engle (A Wrinkle in Time) once said, "Inspiration usually comes during work, rather than before it."

*****
Request for Submissions

This newsletter is an opportunity for members to get their work into print.  You get a byline and you keep the copyright.  We do NOT publish biographical information.  We use submissions with consideration given to previous article topics and space constraints.  Sometimes we are fortunate enough to have a few columns ahead.  If that is the case, it may be a month or two before your work is published.  Sometimes submissions must be edited.  The usual reason is space.  If you want final approval for your submission, that can be arranged.  Please send submissions to:

 panamacitywriters@hotmail.com
*****  

I write fiction because it’s a way of making statements I can disown, and I write plays because dialogue is the most respectable way of contradicting myself.  —  Tom Stoppard
Regarding critiques

The very name “critique” sounds scary.  It derives from the same language roots as the word criticize.  The Merriam Webster dictionary lists as synonyms denounce and condemn.  That would not be helpful to any writer, and we meet for the purpose of becoming better writers.  The fact that we have fun is a fringe benefit.  

Here is a list of unofficial rules for our critiques.  (We’re big on making rules unofficial , since that seems to work for us.)

You can e-mail your work to us, if you wish, prior to the meeting.  You will need to come to a meeting to get e-mail addresses of the “regulars.”  We don’t print or broadcast individual e-mail addresses, because that leads to spam.  

You can bring copies, if you wish.  Eight or so usually is a good number.  We can share reading material.  Material should take ten minutes or less to read to the group.

We ask that the writer tell us the level of comments wanted, from opinions about an idea to a full critique that includes punctuation.

Comments and suggestions need to be constructive and helpful to the writer, and stated only once.  

The writer decides what comments to use.

Egos need to stay outside the door.  Written works, and not the writer, are being examined.

If you just want to read your work, without hearing comments, that’s OK, too.
The Mystery of Style

If the student doubts that style is something of a mystery, let him try rewriting a familiar sentence and see what happens.  Suppose we take “These are the times that try men’s souls.”  Here we have eight short, easy words, forming a simple declarative sentence.  The sentence contains no flashy ingredient such as “Damn the torpedoes!” and the words, as you see, are ordinary.  Yet in that arrangement they have shown great durability; the sentence is almost into its third century.


— Strunk and White, in Elements of Style
