May – June  2006 Newsletter
P.O. Box 15223

Panama City, FL 32406

www.panamacitywriters.org

Panama City Writers Association PCWA meets: 

1st & 3rd Tuesdays

6:30 PM -  8:30 PM

St. Andrew Civic Club

2629 W. 10th Street, Panama City

(across from Oaks by the Bay Park near Beck Avenue and 10th Street

For more info: Robin (850)785-1575

An Open Letter to Our Members

     Having vociferously expressed my opinion on what a fine paradox it is to have difficulty getting members of a Writer’s organization to write articles for their Association’s newsletter; sauce for the goose is sauce for the gander and I shall take first turn.

      Most of you are aware that our President –elect Dick Mc Williams passed away on March 20, 2006. He had been a member for only a short time when he was elected and the sudden onset of his illness precluded his being able to serve. As those of us who knew him through Encore can attest, he would have done an excellent job. We mourn the loss of a talented and capable friend.

      Marj Stagg has ascended to the President’s position while Ed Pipkin continues to serve as Vice President. Wayne Garrett is Treasurer and Barbara Winter, Secretary. Marj is taking care of the web site and she and Barbara are also struggling with the newsletter.

      Folks, they need help. We all do. The organization does -  if it is to survive in its present form. 

      With so few to man the oars it is foolish to try to paddle a battleship when all on board could fit in a bateau. We did not have the manpower to sponsor a writing competition this year so Sea Oats IV will have to wait for better times. Our attendance has been such that we are hesitant to schedule outside speakers to address empty chairs. 

      PCWA is a solvent, non profit corporation in good standing, qualified as a charitable entity with an excellent reputation in the community. We have a large membership roll, a base of current members and at every meeting so far this year one or more prospective new members have attended and some have joined.

     Our association is a vessel capable of great voyages but it is heading toward well known waters with inadequate propulsion.

     It needs a  larger crew attending the meetings and helping to man the oars or it needs to be scaled down to a more manageable configuration until a time when there are more willing hands aboard. 

      You – the folks who are the Panama City Writer’s Association will, by your actions or lack thereof, write the next entry in the log.




—  Wayne Garrett

Recap of Business Meeting:
    On May 2 we discussed our future as an organization. We are solvent and a non-profit writer’s association. However, we have had only six to eight members at our recent meetings.  We need more membership participation.

*
*
*
*
*

Upcoming Meetings:

May 16:
    We will have critiques and readings. Topics will be discussed as they come up. Please bring 6-8 copies, double-spaced,  for comments and suggestions. Please limit reading time to ten minutes.

    We hope you can come, participate, and enjoy this learning process.

June 6-Business Meeting:

     We’ll discuss when to purge our members mailing list. If you have not paid for this year, let us know if you want to continue to be a member.

     Discussion topic to be determined at May 16th meeting and will be followed by critiques and readings.

June 20:

    To be determined by members present at June 6 meeting.

WRITING OPPORTUNITIES

Glimmer Train publishes a quarterly periodical and is a possible publication venue.  You can check it out at:

       http://www.glimmertrain.com/

Bay Life Magazine, focusing on Bay County, will launch its first issue June 21, 2006. Lifestyle features, politics, business, food & dining, home & garden, health & fitness, fashion and special events are some of the topics covered.

The editor is currently looking for Bay County-based writers to cover two beats: Social Studies -- attending and photographing local social events, as well as Business Journal -- covering the business community of Panama City and surrounding communities.

Bay Life Magazine is the sister publication to Destin-based Emerald Coast Magazine. For more information on writing opportunities, please contact Editor Amanda Broadfoot at abroadfoot@rowlandpublishing.com.   Contact:

Amanda Broadfoot <abroadfoot@rowlandpublishing.com>

****

We received notice that a publication for librarians is seeking submissions.  You may wish to investigate this at http://web.mel.org/miai/miai.html.

Gain Experience!

Would you like to publish our next newsletter?  If so, come to our next meeting and/or e-mail us at panamac@hotmail.com

******

Conflict is the soul of fiction:

Writers are troublemakers...Their job is to give readers stress, strain, and pressure.


                                                                                        
—  Sol Stein







