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Recap of business meeting:


We are still in need of a president and a secretary.  If you would like to participate in this way, please volunteer.


Our recent meetings have consisted of readings and critiques.  We will be adding a specific topic regarding the elements of writing to be discussed at each of the upcoming meetings.

Upcoming meetings

March 21: 
We will discuss a guideline to good writing during each session before we do our readings and critiques.  This next meeting’s guideline will be PLOT.  Each person should research plot and bring their information to share at the meeting.  Information may come from books on writing or on the internet.  Following the discussion, we will have our critiques and readings.  Please come and participate in this learning process.

April 4:

Topic to be discussed is CHARACTER – followed by critiques and readings

April 18:

Discussion topic is SCENES – critiques and readings will follow the discussion.

                                                                     ***

READ – WRITE – READ – WRITE – READ – WRITE – READ – WRITE – READ 

This suggestion is given to us over and over again by published writers.  We should heed it. 

                                                                   ***

Dues time again!

Our 2006 dues are $25 / person, and $10 for additional family members.  Checks should be made payable to PCWA, and can be given to our Acting Treasurer Wayne Garrett at our next meeting, or can be mailed to:  

PCWA, P.O. Box 15223, Panama City, FL   32404

Please pay as soon as possible.

Future Topics

Scenes, metaphors, voice and tone, active verbs and active voice, vague qualifiers, and avoiding pretensions, to name a few.  This information may be found in the library or on the internet.  There are several writing sites that can be explored.  See a couple of search engines below, to get you started:  

www.google.com
http://www.dogpile.com//
Some websites dedicated to writing:


http://www.longridgewritersgroup.com/

http://vickihinze.com/  (Author Vicki Hintz has this website with information she shares with writers.  If you print her information, please copy her copyright info giving her dredit due.  She doesn’t mind copying her work.)

You also might want to click on the Resources page, for additional websites.

                                                       ***

Spring is here…  Inspiration all around.

                                                        ***

Announcements:

Emerald Coast Writers Conference 2006

March 24 and 25

Come either or both days

Detailed schedule of the 2006 Conference Events, including workshop times and descriptions and special events can be found on the website below.  It is not too late to register.

www.emeraldcoastwriters.org
WHAT DO POETS

Thomas Lynch

Judith Minty 

Jack Ridl

Keith Taylor

Anthony Butts

William Olsen

Elinor Benedict

Jackie Bartley

HAVE IN COMMON?

They’re all leading intensive workshops at Luddington Poetry Feast 2006  - May 18-20

A weekend of great poetry in a small town on a big lake

Workshop size is very limited, so register now.

Complete info at www.ludingtonwriters.com
Congrats to two of our members!

We received this letter:


After a long dry spell, I finally won another contest prize in the short story category. I have to wait until April to know if it was first, second or what.  But, hey!  It’s something.  The contest was run by the Tallahassee Writers Association, the Seven Hills Contest, and they will apparently be publishing it in the Seven Hills Review.  It’s called Deliverance. – Terry Wright

Mary Anne Wright also writes that she and Tery have had flash fiction (100 words or less) accepted by FlashShot ezine.  They are in the scheduling queue, but may not appear until much later (late March, April, even May.

Writing Contests

Dirt Press is accepting entries for its annual Hendrickson Memorial Prize through May 1.

The 2006 prize will be awarded to the best short fiction exhibiting the traits of “directness 
in language and authenticity of spirit.”  Entries must be between 1,000 and 5,000 words.  There is no entry fee, but each applicant is limited to one entry.  The first-place winner will receive $300; two “Editor’s Choice Awards” recipients will receive $100 each.  The works of all prize winners will be featured in the online edition of dirt and published in the printed anthology of dirt.  For more information, visit this website:  
http://dirtpress.com/dirty_main.asp
Still time for this Writing Contest:

Avari Press is accepting entries for its Young Adult Fantasy Fiction Contest through March 31.  Entries must be unpublished and include a synopsis and the full manuscript (60,000 to 120,000 words).  Prizes include $200 and a book contract from Avari Press.  Entry fee is $5 per manuscript.  For more information, visit the contest website:  http://www.avaripress.com/contest.htm
Note:  We are in need of someone to prepare the newsletter.  Help is available for anyone who is interested in producing our newsletter.
Keep writing!
