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Our Symbol of Freedom

The American Flag

We’re proud of our country, we’re proud of our flag.

She may get soiled. Look like a tattered old rag.
But she stands for freedom for you and for me.

As long as she’s waving, we know we are free.

We’re proud of our country, united we stand.

We’ll do what we must to protect our homeland.

We honor those who gave their lives.

They will not have died in vain.

 We dedicate ourselves to the task of restoring peace again.

We should display our flag with honor,

And wave it with pride.

Let us show the whole wide world,

That victory is on our side.

© —  Ellen Gilbert, 2006
******

July -Business Meeting:


We decided NOT to meet on July 4, in deference to Independence Day.  We will resume meetings on July 18.

Agenda for August business meeting:

     We’ll discuss purging our members mailing list. If you have not paid for this year, let us know if you want to continue to be a member.  


Also up for consideration: Reduced rates for student members and possibly others.

Meeting Notes:
At the June 6 meeting, we critiqued three works.  We had a lively discussion of  methods and timing for introducing background information for a story, if and when a prologue is a useful device, and what to put in the first chapter of fictional work.  New members always are welcome, and if you haven’t come to a meeting recently, we hope to see you.








(Continued on next page)
Meeting notes (continued)


After the business meeting, we will have critiques of articles and other works that were brought to the last meeting.      


Please bring with you six to eight copies of any short work (Or portion of work), up to ten minutes’ worth of oral reading time, for consideration and comments.  Double-spacing will allow room for written comments.
Writers’ Magazines — The Second Tier



— by Gene Cabot

The second tier, which now has some magazines both in print and online, varies widely; from ESC! to Romance Writers Report. RWR is only sent to members of the Romance Writers of America. With an initiation fee of $25 and yearly dues of $75, this is for serious romance writers and wantabes.  

    For others, on a search engine's advance form in "all" enter "writer - magazine" and in "not" enter "subscribe - subscription" for many, many, more (like 102,000,000 in a recent Google search. When you get done browsing those, then try "writers - magazine" and then "writers- magzine.”  Magzine is a new word replacing e-zine, tending to mean an online magazine,.

   There are also newsletters, some by paid subscription and some for free.  "Free" isn't always so free, so read carefully. Read all the pages, print or online. Sometimes you're agreeing to a monthly fee. Your email address will be shared for sure. Expect "offers”, spam and may be more.

  You should read the Privacy Disclosure ( if the site is honest enough to show one) very carefully too. You can be agreeing to let strange and wondrous applications to be downloaded on to your computer.  Pop-up ads, tracking and reporting programs, Spyware and other interesting problems can also be yours for free. 

                           —©  Gene Cabot, 2006

*****
One of the most fascinating characters in fiction is the person who does the right thing for the wrong reason.





—Emily Ann Smith

A new market for your work:

Opportunities for writers of nonfiction, mystery and romance fiction:  Premium Press America is branching out into these areas.  They work with agents and unagented authors.  Send a query and synopsis to: ppawriters@premiumpressamerica.com or request writer’s guidelines at the same address. Their website is still under construction, but at press time was “under construction but functional.”

Writer 

Would you to be a writer,

Live the endless thrill,

Spinning worlds of imagination,

With words from your magic quill?

 Relating flights of fantasy,

In a universe unbound.

Away in space, far out at sea,

Or  deep in the underground.

Tales of heroic adventure,

Sagas of the inner soul,

Stories of love and yearning,

Or quests for hidden gold.

The subject lines are endless,

The plots, a million-fold,

An ever changing litany,

Of stories to be told.

If you would be a writer,

And seek that unique thrill,

 Preen your imagination,

And hone your writing skill.

 

Let your stories freely flow,

And make your meaning clear,

Keep readers foremost in your mind,

And in your efforts - persevere

— © N.W. Garrett,  2004
Poetry is as universal as language and almost as ancient.  —Laurence Perrine and Thomas R. Arp, in Sound and Sense
News from other writers’ groups:

The Panhandle Writers’ Guild will be on summer hiatus — no meetings until fall.

The Writers’ Guild of Acadiana can be reached at DBrown1024@aol.com or marshaenelbrecht@hotmail.com

The Tallahassee Writers’ Association posts information regarding numerous writing contests.  For more information:  www.twaonline.org
Dialogue is at its best when it is confrontational and adversarial.  It can be either or both.  Talk is action.    —  Sol Stein, in How to Grow a Novel
Cautionary Notes  

Adam Cohen operates a writer’s resource website about writing contests.  Cohen reports that there are about a dozen of what he calls “pay for recognition” poetry contests and about 750 bona fide competitions.  He writes that the deceitful contests typically do not charge entry fees but do conduct massive ad campaigns in print media and online.  Sid Kirchheimer wrote an article, “Write and Wronged,” published in the October, 2005, AARP Bulletin in which he noted a contest that promised publication of a winning poem, an invitation to a publisher’s convention, and a silver cup.  The promoters failed to mention “membership fees”, travel expenses, and the charge of $60 for the book containing the to-be-published poem.  —  Thanks to Barbara Winter for submitting information for this article.

Editor’s Note:  We request submissions for the newsletter and will use them as space on the mailed newsletter allows.  I make as few changes as possible, though I do attempt to undo the work of gremlins that inhabit the internet.

