Panama City Writers Newsletter

August, 2006
Next business meeting:   August 1

We decided NOT to meet on July 4, in deference to Independence Day.  Other meetings will be held as usual, on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.  We will consider methods of recruiting and retaining members at the August 1 meeting.  We will consider reduced rates for student members and possibly others.  We also will discuss purging our mailing list.  Some newsletters we mailed have been returned as undeliverable, and some members are known to have moved out of our area.  If you have not paid membership dues for this year, please let us know if you want to continue to be a member.


After the business meeting, we will have critiques of articles and other works that were brought to the last meeting.  Then, if time permits, we will consider new works.    


If you have something you would like for us to critique, please bring with you six to eight copies of any short work (Or portion of work), up to ten minutes’ worth of oral reading time, for consideration and comments.  Double-spacing will allow room for written comments. 

*****

Meeting Notes:
We critiqued several works at recent meetings, and this led to discussions of  methods and timing for introducing background information for a story,  if and when a prologue is a useful device, and what is best to put in the first chapter of fictional work.  We  hope to see you, and new members always are welcome.

*****

Congratulations!

Terry Wright's flash fiction "Le Vieux Carre" was published in FLASHSHOT, an e-zine, on May 26.

Mary Anne Wright's 100 word flash fiction "Reverse Psychology" was published in FLASHSHOT on June 11.Also, Mary Anne Wright's short story "Wall-Eyed Mule" won Honorable Mention in Writers' Journal's "Write to Win!" contest using the opening phrase "Don't go near...", deadline February 20, 2006.
TIPS FOR WRITERS 
by Mike Gardebled 
Slidell, La. 

Adding Line Numbers using Word 

After so many years of writing, I have to wonder why I didn't think of this earlier. Using this technique is a particularly quick and efficient way for reviewing and critiquing, especially if you're doing it via E-mail. It's so much easier to say "go to line 125" than "go to page four about midway down and try to find the sentence starting with 'The.' " 

Assuming I've sold you on the idea, here's how: Go to File on your toolbar and click open Page Setup. Once in Page Setup, click Layout. Near the bottom left side you'll see a block named Line Numbers. That box will open up with the options. Check the box Add line numbering. This will open up the options you'll have. I start at page 1 and use "continuous" rather than the other choices. Click OK (2X) to close the boxes. The line numbers will pop up outside the left margin on whatever you're writing. When you double space or delete or insert it's all automatic for the line numbers, they adjust. 



To get rid of the line numbers, go back to the Line Numbers box and click the Add line numbering box to remove the check mark. Click OK (2X) to close the boxes and the line numbers disappear. 

Give it a try and you'll never turn back. 

Here's another little tidbit: Holding down the Ctrl key and using the middle scroll knob on your mouse allows you to increase or decrease the size of the document on your monitor by 10% increments. It's quick, easy, and reduces eye strain. 

Until next time: read, read, read and write, write, write.

© 2006, Mike Gardebled
The Truth About Writing Contests

You can't win if you don't enter. But before you do, take a close look at what "winning" really means, says Amy Cook, in her article at  http://www.writersdigest.com/articles/cook_writing_contests.asp 

She lists the following questions to ask when you are choosing a contest to enter:  

1 Are the sponsors on the up-and-up?                                         2 Have you read the rules carefully?                                           3 Is the entry fee reasonable?                                                      4 Who's doing the judging?                                                          5 Have you protected your rights?                                              6 Do you suspect a scam?                                                            7 Does your work shout, "Pick me! Pick me!"?                           8 What do you really win: prizes, publication,  publicity?   

If you have these questions answered to your satisfaction, you may want to consider some of these writing contests:    
Writer’s Digest is currently sponsoring several competitions, including a SHORT STORY contest and POPULAR FICTION.   The popular fiction categories include  Romance, Mystery/Crime Fiction, Sci-fi/Fantasy, Thriller/Suspense and Horror.  Deadlines are 12/1/06 and 11/1/06, respectively.  For details: go to http://www.writersdigest.com/contests/

For other contests, enter the search words “writing contests” and you will find an incredible array of possibilities.  One that stood out: Humdinger Literary e-zine, which does NOT charge an entry fee and has contests for stories written in the styles of  Fitzgerald’s Great Gatsby, Jack London and Dr. Seuss.  Compensation for winners is minimal, but winners keep the copyright.    
An invitation for submissions:

If you have any comments, thoughts, insights, questions, or information to share, we would like to hear from you.  Submissions will be published on a space-available basis, chosen from among submissions.  Here are some topics that would be welcome:

Tips and techniques for use of popular writing software

Writing prompts: ideas for starting a story

Quotations from well-known and/or insightful writers

Poetry from members

Accounts regarding what got you started writing

Anything else that you believe might be of general interest to our writing community

*****
This issue's prompt:


"Fill in the blank: Seven days ago, ________. Now, nobody will talk to me." --From The Pocket Muse (Writer's Digest Books) by Monica Wood (quoted on the Writer’s Digest website)

*****

In Writing Basics, a specialty publication from the editors of Writer's Digest, Steven Frank explains that structure is the key element that keeps the foundation of your story from falling apart. It can even be pivotal in your ending:

"THE FINALE: Save the best room for last. In organizing an outline, you want to save your best point for last. For the essay about my dad's first car, I'm building up to my favorite part: the time he crashed the Buick. Because I've used transitions throughout, I'll be consistent and use another one here:

"In the 10 years that my father drove his Buick, he got in only one accident. He was cruising around downtown Portland when something caught his eye. That something was the long leg of a woman stepping out of Meier & Frank's department store. It was such a beautiful leg and belonged to such a beautiful woman that it caused my father to rear-end the delivery truck parked in front. This second case of love at first sight put a huge dent in his first."

I write with experiences in mind, but I don’t write about them, I write out of them.

—  John Ashbery
If you do not have an internet connection, you might want to check out your local library.  Most libraries have internet access for the public and (even better!) they have librarians who will help you to get started using the web. 

