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Anne H. Holt, author of Silver Creek and Kendrick, Spoke in August
     Anne H. Holt, writer par excellence, imbued PCWA members Tuesday evening with sage advice, as she spoke during a workshop at our regular August meeting. Author now of two western novels (Silver Creek and Kendrick, Avalon Books), she has a third in progress.
   Anne’s writings include a broad spectrum of topics, although she says, she hides her poems under sweaters in a drawer, emphasizing the importance of being able to simply say: “I am a writer.” Between sessions spent on developing westerns, Anne works on her dissertation for her doctorate in History at FSU in Tallahassee.
   Upon arrival, Anne distributed “Building A Story” tip sheets, a writing-guide for members to take home. Using these points, she covered a wide range of DOs and DON’Ts, accenting the need to promote. You can’t depend on publishers, editors, bookstores, reviewers, or even an agent, if you have one (Anne doesn’t), to do your work for you. You have to attend book-signings, speak at conferences, lead seminars, and visit writers’ group in order to acquaint readers with your work. If they liked one book, statistics show, they’ll buy your next book. 
   Anne also likes to speak to young people, hoping to cast a favorable light on reading in general and therefore motivate and encourage youngsters who might have talent and the inclination to become a writer.
   Next, Anne talked about which voice to use, a dilemma for all writers. In Silver Creek, she used the omniscient voice (narrator knows all) or third person, while Kendrick employed first person. The former is easier, she says, but it’s not problem-free. For instance, just whose thoughts do you read, all characters’ or a few? Whichever, the reader must be comfortable. First person is harder, she says, because the purview is narrower, necessitating perhaps a protagonist’s sidekick or some other method to expand and validate the narrator’s perspective. Second person voice? Don’t even think about it, Anne admonished.
   Write about what you know, she advised, and use reliable resources to enhance your knowledge, such as maps, histories and biographies. Use the library. Consider using real people in your stories, she suggested, as they add a realistic flavor.  Obtaining their permission, after explaining their character’s role in the story, elicits greater cooperation and may even allow you to record their accounts.
   Working without props or AV gear, Anne asked us to visualize a staircase, maybe one wider at the bottom, with each step representing a sequence in your story, leading to the denouement at the upper landing. Each step must entail cause and effect, while avoiding too much implausible coincidence. After the killer is caught, stop writing. The story is over. 
   Regarding dialogue, Anne remarked that “he said, she said” is passé and unnecessary. Lead-ins to comments from the characters will tell the reader who is talking. For example, “Jerry scratched his head: ‘I don’t have a clue.’ “ Plus, dialogue must be natural, fitting the character and be realistically terse, like people normally talk. If a line of dialogue wraps to the second line, perhaps you should shorten it.
   Anne then moved to the query letter and how utterly important it is. She shared with us her lone query letter that resulted in Avalon editors being willing to read her Silver Creek draft. “You must tell them what the conflict is, what leads up to it and how it will be resolved.” She read Avalon’s guidelines, which disallows profanity and overt sex scenes, which suited her, she said. Avalon asked for a synopsis, consisting of one page, single-spaced. Don’t be fooled, though, Anne warned, synopsis means different things to different publishers. 
Anne spent some time on grant writing, relating a couple of experiences that were unsavory enough to discourage most writers from even attempting the endeavor unless the grant object bears uncommonly lucrative fruit.
   Our guest cited several of her favorite writers, including Zane Grey and Willa Cather. Anne reads widely but prefers the western genre. Asked if the West produced this writer of westerns, she replied that she grew up in Virginia but had attended book-signings all over the Southwest.
   A member of the Tallahassee Writers’ Association, Anne discussed an upcoming writers’ conference, to be held at the Ramada off I-10 in Tallahassee, during April 7-9, 2005. The PCWA newsletter and Web site will provide announcement coverage for the event.
   Tuesday’s large attendance reflected the anticipation members had felt regarding Anne Holt’s visit. Several members commented to me how beneficial the workshop had been. No surprise. Anne Holt is not only an obviously successful writer, but she’s also a natural teacher and a gifted speaker.
   PCWA also thanks Bob Webb, who accompanied Anne and who seems to complement and champion Anne’s efforts in so many ways. Bob’s amiability and easy demeanor reminds you of the good sheriff of a small western town circa late 1800s. Maybe that is one of the reasons Anne is so fond of him. 
   PCWA thanks Anne and Bob for a memorable evening. 
Anne’s Web site is: 
www.ahholt.com
Excerpt from Silver Creek, p. 48.
   [Relaxing, John leaned back against the doorjamb. “Thanks, kid. What did you want to tell me?”
   Andrea hung her head for a moment then lifted it high and looked straight into John’s eyes. “I’m not a boy.”]
PCWA Minutes for August 3rd, 2004

Recorded by Terry Wright,  Sec.
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 by Vice President Wayne Garrett.  Other officers present were Virginia Kash, President, Mary Anne Wright, Treasurer, and Terry Wright, Secretary.  Eleven members  attended.
 
Minutes of the July business meeting were read and approved as written.
 
Treasurer’s Report was presented by Mary Anne Wright, which was approved and seconded.
 Writing Contest: Approximately 151 entries were submitted for the contest in the four categories.
 
Literary Magazine: A format and number of pages were  agreed on and a publisher tentatively agreed on. The initial run will consist of 100 copies of a 100-page book.. This number is for a 5.5 inch x 8.5 inch, perfect bound, soft cover publication.   Volunteers comprise the Magazine committee, consisting of  new member Jennifer McCarthy, Mary Anne Wright and Terry Wright. Gene Cabot agreed to help out with copyright considerations and details.
 
Programs Committee: At the September workshop meeting,  contest winners’ material will be read.  
Old Business: Gene Cabot completed his redesign and refurbishment for the Association’s podium/sound system with an actual expenditure of $81. 
 
New Business: Mary Anne Wright announced the availability of brochures  for the fall semester of Education Encore at GCCC. Virginia Kash is under contract to write an article for Wiregrass Living, and she’s expected to provide additional articles for the magazine for future issues. The Bay Arts Alliance is now available for those interested.
WRITING CONTESTS ANNOUNCEMENTS
Chicken Soup for the Mother and Son Soul  is looking for stories that will celebrate the unique relationship between a mother and her son. Please share your inspirational true stories, 1000 words or less, with us. $200 will be paid for each story selected and a 50-word author bio will be included. The submission deadline is November 1, 2004. Email stories with your name, address, phone number and email address on the manuscript to Barbara LoMonaco at blomonaco@chickensoupforthesoul.com. For complete story guidelines please check out the Chicken Soup for the Soul Web site at http://www.chickensoup.com/.
The Writer's Digest 5th Annual Short Short Story Competition is looking for fiction that's bold, brilliant...but brief. Send Writer's Digest your best in 1,500 words or less. The deadline is Wed. Dec. 1, 2004.

Prizes Include: First Place: $3,000, Second Place: $1,500, Third Place: $500, Fourth through 10th Places: $100, 11th through 25th Places: $50 gift certificate for Writer's Digest Books.
The names and story titles of the first through 10th place winners will be printed in the June 2005 Writer's Digest, and winners will receive the 2005 Novel & Short Story Writer's Market.
Visit http://www.writersdigest.com/contests/short_story.asp for more information.
Chronoscope 2005 Writing Contest submissions of fiction should be a maximum of 5,000 words in length. Submissions of poetry should be a maximum of 100 lines, or a maximum of about 800 words. Because poetry can take on a variety of forms in its presentation, there is a bit of flexibility in the limitations. Any genre is welcome, short of explicit erotica. Deadline: Nov. 30, 2004.
Fees Fiction: $25 per entry Poetry: $15 per entry, Late entry (postmarked in December 2004): Double fees.  Contact Tristan MacAvery at http://www.intangibleplastics.com/ for more information. 
————————————————————
City Lights 
“In the country the darkness of night is friendly and familiar, but in the city, with its blaze of lights, it is unnatural, hostile and menacing. It is like a monstrous vulture that hovers, biding its time.”
                                                  —W. Somerset Maughm 
8th Annual Scallop Festival in Port St. Joe
   Dream Catcher Publishing, Inc. will be sponsoring a tent at the 8th Annual Scallop Festival on September 4-5, 10:00 – 5:00 ET on Saturday and 1:00 - 4: 00 on Sunday in Port St. Joe. Our location will be in Kady & Zoe’s Café on Reid Avenue. There will be the authors of DCP as well as local authors such as Lon Prater, John Underwood, Josephine McGlamery, Sherrill Russ, Michael Lister as well as others. Please join us to check out the latest books and pick up a signed copy.
   The other side of the café will be the Friends of the Gulf County Library Annual Used Book Sale. Great prices on great books.
PCWA Welcomes New Members and Returning Members
   We would like to welcome new members Emilia Hughes, Lola Latson, Jennifer McCarthy and Jamie Grimes. And we’re happy to have returning members Cherie Anderson and Maureen Smith. A hearty welcome to all! PCWA looks forward to serving your writing needs and aspirations, and anticipates the contributions you’ll surely make to the organization.
———————————————————
On Writing Contests
  For years I thought writing contests were nothing but scams. This view perhaps betrayed my ignorance but the business I was in, scams were rampant. I was biased. Maybe some of them probably are scams. You have to pick and choose. I have now. However, concluded that there is much more good than bad to be had from writing contests. 
    First, they provide opportunity for writers to be read. If you really believe you can write, then, by all means, you should look for every occasion to write. You must work at improving your craft: join a group, mingle with writers, attend conferences, take courses, read books and magazines on writing, enter contests and practice writing! 
    Keep in mind when entering contests, judges anywhere, courts of law, Olympic games, writing contests, are going to have their own ideas about things. Don’t get discouraged if you don’t win on the first try. Keep rying.. As a guide I recommend you go to this Web site: 
www.writing-world.com/contests/articles/judge and read the article by Sue Emms, “Through Judge-Coloured Spectacles: How to Win a Writing Contest.”
   Also, for a totally unique approach to writing contests, visit Web site: www.say.com.au. There is a surprise treat awaiting you.                  —Jim Kimes
>>>>>>>>>>> Miscellaneous Announcements <<<<<<<<<<<<

2004 WRITING CONTEST

NEW THIS YEAR 
 A Novel Writing Category and larger cash awards $$$
TAMPA WRITERS ALLIANCE 16th ANNUAL WRITING CONTEST
The contest is open to all interested writers age 18 and above. Entries must be postmarked by October 1, 2004, or received by the Contest Coordinator by October 6. Awards will be announced at the annual TWA Awards Banquet in January, 2005. See following Web site for more details:
http://www.tampawriters.org/contest.htm
_________________________
SLATE ANNOUNCES
To submit your original poetry to SLATE, MSN's on-line magazine, send up to 5 poems and a SASE to Robert Pinsky, SLATE MAGAZINE, Boston University, 236 Bay State Road, Boston, MA 02215.
UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY
Leaving the Promised Land seeks individual stories from people who have left a church and/or organized religion and who have come to identify with a more personally defined sense of spirituality -- or, in some cases, no sense of spirituality. All submissions must be sent by regular mail. Also seeking original cover art submissions. Send submissions to: Vicki Burns, Leaving the Promised Land, Box 672, Chico, CA 95927 or vickiburns2002@yahoo.com
Member Achievements 
  We’re delighted to report this month that more members enjoyed writing success. Virginia Kash recently sold an article, Art Smooth As Glass, to Wiregrass Living (Nov.-Dec. issue). Virginia has also been assigned two more story projects for Nov.-Dec/Jan.-Feb. issues, which will focus on Panama City-the Kaleidoscope Theatre and GulfWorld Marine Park.
      Jim Kimes had an article published in the News-Herald (Aug. 15), titled “Born to Win: Do Birthdays Determine the Presidency?” Jim is grateful to Claude Duncan and John Russo of the News-herald for the impressive layout and artwork used for the piece.
   Gene Cabot’s piece on self-publishing has now appeared in Writer’s Digest Guides Present Self-Publishing Essentials, which is a compilation of 14 success stories. He was happy to see his name in the table of contents. His accounts covered scuba diver Capt. Rinehart and rock bandster Roger Gunnell, taking up about 2/3 of a page each as side-boxes. He had two articles rejected by WD but he’s happy with one out of three. A baseball player should be so fortunate.
   Gene continues to enjoy success also with providing MotorBoating Magazine with tips; he has now sold them three pointers. His success gives credence to what I’ve always thought: A writer must spend at least as much time marketing and promoting as they do writing. Anne Holt also emphasized the need to promote. It’s not fun but it’s necessary. Perhaps a poor analogy, but you can’t have a pretty  flowerbed unless you do some weeding and pruning along the way.                                                      —Jim Kimes
PCWA Members Extend Sympathy 
PCWA members are deeply saddened to hear that one of our own, Jean Graham, passed away on August 16.  Jean will be greatly missed. We extend our deepest sympathies to Jean's family and friends.
————————————————
PLANS FOR SEPTEMBER WORKSHOP
   Since PCWA’s Writing Contest winners will be finalized by August 31, the September 21 workshop meeting has been designated for readings, or selected readings, depending on length, of the winning entries. For those winners who live away and cannot be present for this event, we plan to have PCWA members read their winning entries.                                            
                                    —Mary Anne Wright
M  O  R  E        A  N  N  O  U  N  C  E  M  E  N  T  S

ISOTOPE: A JOURNAL OF LITERARY NATURE AND SCIENCE WRITING. 2005 Editors' Prizes in Nonfiction, Fiction, and Poetry. $15 entry fee includes a two-year subscription. Submissions must be postmarked 8/1/04 through 11/15/04. Winners in each category will be published and will receive $500. Guidelines, plus samples from the magazine, are available online. (Published with support from Utah State University's College of Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences; the College of Science; and the Dept. of English.) http://websites.usu.edu/isotope 
Tallahassee Writers' Association Project Stagelight. One act plays or one act of a multi-act play. Deadline October 1, 2004. Entry fee for non-TWA members $15. Entries will be judged by theater professionals. The winning entry will be performed as a staged reading at Tallahassee Little Theatre in Spring, 2005. For more information, contact Judy Gross at judyg@nettally.com 
