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Contest Winners Featured at September Workshop
Shown below is a brief synopsis describing the theme of each winning entry .
1st Short Story "The Man Who 
Collected Beauty"  
Ex-Miss South Carolina Christine is also an ex Mrs. who now must make a living as an art gallery saleswoman. Initially she is disturbed when a well-dressed old man begins to peer in the gallery window everyday at the same time but she comes to look forward to his daily appearance. And then one day he enters the shop and makes a tempting offer.
——————————————-
2nd Short Story "The Phantom Inmate"
Laura's husband Tyler is deeply involved in an FBI investigation of a cocaine ring. He goes undercover as a "phantom inmate" in a federal prison to spy on the chief suspect and Laura is set up as a dutiful inmate's wife, living nearby and visiting frequently. But nothing is as it seems, or as Laura believes it to be, and Tyler is caught in his own web. Laura holds the key evidence -- or does she?
——————————————-
3rd Short Story "Butterflies 
in the Strawberry Jar"
On what would have been his daughter's sixteenth birthday, Robert begins to have terrible headaches, eleven years after the girl's disappearance. He seeks treatment from a psychiatrist, but his behavior grows more bizarre, and he cannot talk to his wife Sylvia about his concerns because she will not discuss anything about the lost child. His ultimate solution to his problem follows a grim discovery -- but did it mean what he thought it did?
——————————————-
1st Nonfiction "Along the McKenzie"
An extended definition and deep characterization of the McKenzie River that starts with a visceral feeling for the river as adventure and departure from tame domesticity and moves into recognition that others can champion the author's causes while she permits herself to be seduced by the river, discovering her own demanding, wild, sensual self.
2nd Nonfiction "Swimming Lessons"
Swimming lessons become a parallel for parenting lessons in letting go, a brief and beautiful account of both grief and pride.
——————————————-
3rd Nonfiction "The Revenuers Come 
to Prosperous Hill"
An imaginative, humorous, lyrically told story of moonshining in Holmes County in which the author captures the tone and style of local folklore, and the vernacular rhythm and lingo of 1920s in that area. Names have been changed to protect the innocent -- and the guilty.
——————————————-
1st Non-rhyming Poem 
"What I Do Is Write"
A lyrical and figurative exploration of why the poet MUST write to know herself.
——————————————-
2nd Non-rhyming Poem "Visitation"
A figurative and sensual ache of physical absence.
——————————————-
3rd Non-rhyming Poem "The Nests"
Fond memories of and grief for a deceased pet.
——————————————-
1st Rhyming Poem "The Libretti 
of Lorenzo da Ponte"
A sestina arguing that librettist Lorenzo da Ponte, though rake and roué, was as much an artist as Mozart because "before notes rose, Da Ponte had to write."
——————————————-
2nd Rhyming Poem "Where Fireflies Reign"
Cares of the day dissolve as a summer evening darkens and "on Earth's dusky breast, the firefly reigns." 
——————————————-
3rd Rhyming Poem "The Castle Makers"
The poet strolls the beach and finds abandoned sand castles and a pail and is led to make her own sand castle and remember children long since gone.
PCWA Minutes for September 7th, 2004, a recorded by Terry Wright, Secretary

 
The meeting was called to order at 6:35 by Vice President Wayne Garrett.  Other officers present were Mary Anne Wright, Treasurer, and Terry Wright, Secretary. There were 13 members in attendance and one guest, Beverly Brown.
 
Minutes of the August business meeting were read and approved as written.
 
Treasurer’s Report was presented by Mary Anne Wright and approved as presented. 
 
Programs Committee:  Planned to have readings of contest winners for the third Tuesday meeting, September 21, 2004.
Claude Duncan, Editorial Page Editor of the News-Herald, will speak on Oct. 19; Neil Howard, from the Grayton writing club will speak in November.
Old Business: None.
 
New Business: Jim Kimes suggested a new program format, analysis of a series of short stories such as “Great Short Stories of 2003.” Spirited discussion ensued – objections were raised because devoting a series of ten or so meetings to short story analysis does not address the needs of more than a few members. It was suggested that a trial run of the analysis of a single story might be scheduled, but that no more than two or three such sessions per year were practical. Gene Cabot raised the question of providing an honorarium for speakers and judges. Enthusiasm for the concept was tempered by issues of how to deal with the expense. Wayne Garrett and Gene, among others, suggested that the honorarium be a token of appreciation rather than a cash payment. Gene volunteered to investigate costs and availability of a small gift item clearly associated with the PCWA. Jim Kimes asked whether the membership was interested in establishing an official name for our Newsletter, or settling on an official logo for the PCWA. Stemming from the discussion was the suggestion to run a contest among members to devise a name for the newsletter and a logo for use on letterheads, hand-outs, flyers, etc.  
 
Adjournment: The Business Meeting was adjourned at 7:51 

WRITING CONTESTS ANNOUNCEMENTS
Chicken Soup for the Mother and Son Soul  is looking for stories that will celebrate the unique relationship between a mother and her son. Please share your inspirational true stories, 1000 words or less, with us. $200 will be paid for each story selected and a 50-word author bio will be included. The submission deadline is November 1, 2004. Email stories with your name, address, phone number and email address on the manuscript to Barbara LoMonaco at blomonaco@chickensoupforthesoul.com. For complete story guidelines please check out the Chicken Soup for the Soul Web site at http://www.chickensoup.com/.
The Writer's Digest 5th Annual Short Short Story Competition is looking for fiction that's bold, brilliant...but brief. Send Writer's Digest your best in 1,500 words or less. The deadline is Wed. Dec. 1, 2004.

Prizes Include: First Place: $3,000, Second Place: $1,500, Third Place: $500, Fourth through 10th Places: $100, 11th through 25th Places: $50 gift certificate for Writer's Digest Books.
The names and story titles of the first through 10th place winners will be printed in the June 2005 Writer's Digest, and winners will receive the 2005 Novel & Short Story Writer's Market.
Visit http://www.writersdigest.com/contests/short_story.asp for more information.
Chronoscope 2005 Writing Contest submissions of fiction should be a maximum of 5,000 words in length. Submissions of poetry should be a maximum of 100 lines, or a maximum of about 800 words. Because poetry can take on a variety of forms in its presentation, there is a bit of flexibility in the limitations. Any genre is welcome, short of explicit erotica. Deadline: Nov. 30, 2004.
Fees Fiction: $25 per entry Poetry: $15 per entry, Late entry (postmarked in December 2004): Double fees.  Contact Tristan MacAvery at http://www.intangibleplastics.com/ for more information. 
————————————————————
Wanting It All
“I don’t want to achieve immortality through my work; I want to achieve it through not dying.”




—-Wood Allen                                                                                  
   Speaking of writing contests, members might find the Web sites listed below worth looking at:
http://www.bylinemag.com/contests.asp
http://www.awomanswrite.com/
http://www.smartwriters.com/index.2ts?page=contests
http://www.carvezine.com/contest.htm
PCWA’s Fifth Annual Writing Contest Final Results
Rhyming Poetry
First Place
"The Libretti of Lorenzo da Ponte"
Lynn Veach Sadler, Sanford, NC 
Second Place
"Where Fireflies Reign"
Janice Burns, Mary Esther, FL 
Third Place
"The Castle Makers"
Ellen Saunders, Destin, FL 
Honorable Mention
"Painting Quickly Now"
Ruth Y. Nott, Chiefland, FL 
Short Stories
First Place
“The Man Who Collected Beauty”
James Arthur Anderson, North Miami, FL 
Second Place
“The Phantom Inmate”
Audrey K. Wendland, Niceville, FL 
Third Place
“Butterflies in the Strawberry Jar”
Joan C. Curtis, Athens, GA 
Honorable Mentions
“A Trip to San Luis”
Terry Wright, Panama City, FL 
“Finding 721 North”
Colleen McNorton, Mobile, AL 

Creative Nonfiction
First Place
"Along the McKenzie" 
Allison Joseph, Carbondale, IL
 
Second Place
"Swimming Lessons"
Suzanne LaFetra, Berkeley, CA 
 
Third Place
"The Revenuers Come To Prosperous Hill"  
Leesa M. Lee, Bonifay, FL  
Honorable Mentions
"Memories of Mama"  
June Andrews O'Steen, Ozark, AL   
"Sweet Lorraine" 
Michael J. Groetsch, Kenner, LA 
 
"The Bird of Paradise Calls To Me"  
Delores Busbee Merrill, Niceville, FL  
Non-rhyming Poetry
First Place
“What I Do Is Write”
Eileen Malone, Colma, CA 
Second Place
“Visitation”
Bette Powell, Panama City, FL 
Third Place
“The Nests”
 Alison L. Hartnett, Panama City Beach, FL 
Honorable Mentions
“Committing Poetry”
Allison Joseph, Carbondale, IL 
Non-rhyming Poetry cont...
“Waiting for the Moon” and
“I Am Your Daughter”
Ellen Saunders, 
Destin, FL 
                            “The Equestrian”
                            Michael H. Gardebled, Baton Rouge  
                             “Unwritten Song”
                             Jessica Kraft, Panama City, FL 
                              “Rectification for a Dry Breakfast”
  Lynn Veach Sadler, Sanford, NC  



September 21 Workshop Featured Readings from Contest Winners
     On Tuesday, September 21 PCWA members gathered to hear most of the winning selections read. Two winners, Leesa Lee of Bonifay and Allison Hartnett of PCB, were present to read their material and one honorable mention, Terry Wright, who read his own piece.
     Various PCWA members read selections of those winners who could not be present, due either  to the hurricane or to  distance.
     Listening to the fine works of  such talented writers makes all of us at PCWA enormously proud of our contest and its  growing success. And much deserved kudos go to Mary Anne Wright for the splendid  job she did in coordinating the competition.  —JDK                     
>>>>>>>>>>>> Important Announcements <<<<<<<<<<<<<

Guest Speaker for October 19
     At our workshop in October, Claude Duncan, Editorial Page Editor for the News-Herald, a position he has held since 1996, will be our speaker. Mr. Duncan’s career has ranged far and wide. He says, “I’ve lived a long life.” For all he’s done, he must have lived long, as you will conclude when he shares his views with us on October 19.
    Mr. Duncan, an Alabama native, has won numerous writing awards, most recently this year’s Southern Newspaper Publishers Association’s highest award for commentary, which he also won in 2001. Among many other experiences, he has attended six national Democratic and Republican nominating conventions.
     It is a great privilege to have as one of our speakers a skilled and learned practitioner, one who is immersed in writing every day, and one who can impart the advice and counsel that we, as a writing club, so avidly seek. And it’s heartwarming that he accepted our invitation so enthusiastically.
     We hope that each of you will make a special effort to come and hear what Claude Duncan has to tell us about the business of writing on October 19.                                                                                                                              
                                                  —JDK
  —————————————-     
SLATE ANNOUNCES
     To submit your original poetry to SLATE, MSN's on-line magazine, send up to 5 poems and a SASE to Robert Pinsky, SLATE MAGAZINE, Boston University, 236 Bay State Road, Boston, MA 02215.
Member Lon Prater Has Good Month Despite Ivan
     Lon Prater continues to enjoy success, experiencing a banner month in September. After 35 rejections in a row, four of the last five notices have been acceptances. Namely, a poem was printed in the horror magazine, “Flesh & Blood”, (#17). A story titled Relics will appear in the upcoming Cyberpulp anthology, “Travel a Time Historic.”  Ironically, Relics was one of Lon’s entries in the PCWA contest but fell short of winning. Next, a children’s story, Buttercup and Sunshine, was accepted by the print magazine “Beyond Centauri,” which covers sci-fi, fantasy and light horror for ages 9-14. Then, maybe to make up for the hurricane vicissitudes, Lon received a fourth notice that one of his short-shorts was accepted for the Fall Issue of the e-zine “Chick Flicks.”  And the month is not over yet.  
When I asked Lon about his inventory of unsold scripts, hinting that it must be prodigious. Lon replied with this: “A quick perusal of my tracking spreadsheet shows I have the following out [to publishers] right now, including one humorous article, 14 poems, 10 short-shorts (aka flash fiction), and nine short stories. I have a lot more poems trunked (about two dozen); about 10 more flash fictions, which are just a lot of work to keep them out the door to appropriate markets; and three short stories which are either waiting for a revision based on feedback from my 
Lon Prater continued…
for. This ignores the never-ending process of trying to get the sold stuff reprinted.  So far I've gotten one article reprinted and one story will be reprinted in the second  New Promise chapbook series later this year.” 
     Good luck, Lon, on your future success! May your cornucopia runneth over.                                 

                                                                                                            —JDK

A  N  N  O  U  N  C  E  M  E  N  T
Deadlines and publishing schedule: storySouth is published quarterly around January 15, April 15, July 15, and October 15. The deadline for the winter 2004 issue is December 15.
Fiction and creative nonfiction: E-mail all fiction and creative nonfiction submissions to editor Jason Sanford ( storysouth@yahoo.com). Please attach the story as a Microsoft word or other attached document; while cutting and pasting into the e-mail is allowed, it is discouraged because of formatting problems with the stories. There are no word limits on submissions. Long stories are encouraged. Previously published stories are discouraged, although under certain circumstances we may accept them. Simultaneous submissions are discouraged. 
