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Claude Duncan of The News Herald Addressed PCWA on October 19 
Claude Duncan, Editorial Page Editor of The News Herald, began his talk last Tuesday evening by stating that not everyone today is a newspaper junkie, alluding to an introductory remark by member Jim Kimes, that his dad and he had always been newspaper junkies. Mr. Duncan went on to talk about newspapers’ competition and how television reporting, for example, differs from newspapers.
   While talking about his job as editorial page editor, he explained that editorials do not carry a by-line because they present the views of the paper and its editorial board. He said also that The News Herald invites submission of letters to the editor and other material with a different slant. Editors are looking for items of interest to other readers, not just biased opinions. Newspapers today, he said in pointing out how things have changed, do not provide as much business coverage as in yesteryear. Other media provide that service, such as TV channel CNBC and magazines like Business Week, Smart Money, Kiplinger’s, et al.
   In discussing his own editorials, Mr. Duncan described them more in the essay genre rather than the bullet-point, cut-to-the-chase approach. Good writing, our guest told us, results from the art of “the second thought,” or “nuance” of thought, to use his exact word. To present a yet-unheard-of slant to a story, an issue or a cause, to present a view that makes us think anew, to make us change our minds and thus our directions without undue persuasion, is the art of the second thought. His remarks along this line evoked considerable discussion from members in the audience. 
   Mr. Duncan is well qualified to talk about nuance writing because he has practiced it throughout his career. He wrote for two southern newspapers, the Birmingham Post-Herald and the Montgomery Advertiser, during the George Wallace political era and spent a number of years in Washington, D.C., in positions involving media relations for nonprofit groups. His thoughtful editorials in The News Herald also epitomize this “nuance” approach.
    Demonstrating how written expression has changed down through the centuries, Mr. Duncan read excerpts from the London Daily Gazetteer, published on September 25, 1741. When a member asked how he obtained such old documents, he quickly answered, “Online.” He amplified this by stating that today nobody can produce a valid excuse for justifying not being online, pointing out that the ease of obtaining such vast amounts of data presents vast opportunities for writers and researchers.
    He indicated that he had been perusing a lot of material written in the 18th century, as he read some selections to the audience. Mr. Duncan pointed out how differently they wrote then but also praised the admirable clarity. He gave examples of how the meanings of some words have changed so drastically, that in some cases we can no longer use them safely in the same context that we once did without, perhaps, risking social censure.
   In pursuing this comparison, Mr. Duncan cited that poetry was important in the 18th century but not today. Unfortunately, he said, newspapers cannot print poetry today, regardless of how good it is. Readers just won’t read it, and since print space is precious, newspapers stick to the basics. First, he said, as he illustrated his points, poems, like most written material, must be edited.  So, cutting a poem can be like cutting a painting; it just isn’t the same after the cut. It’s a shame, he said, because just about everyone writes some kind of poetry. 
  Mr. Duncan explained why the south has produced an inordinate number of successful writers. There were more poor people in the south. It was easier to get to Carnegie Hall if you lived in the north because violins were easier to obtain than in the south. It was less expensive to read a book than to attend a concert, even if one were being held. 

   When a member commented that the use of adverbs was being attacked today, he said he liked adverbs, if they’re not overdone. Banish the clichéd similes from your writing, he advised, and deleting unnecessary prepositions will clarify your compositions.    Everyone needs to be edited, he told us, as he lamented the recent loss of his editor, who moved on to other things. We can’t edit ourselves, he stated emphatically, and it is even difficult, if not impossible, to edit those with whom we are familiar.
    When asked about his many awards, he did explain the process, but it was obvious that awards do not motivate this skillful wordsmith. Professorial in demeanor, Mr. Duncan is an intellectual of the first order, but not a whit pompous, as they might have written in the 1741 London Gazetteer. Mr. Duncan’s bearing put his audience at ease as the evening passed quickly. Although he was told many times, we trust that the many and varied questions during and following the meeting convinced Claude Duncan that PCWA enjoyed his visit very much. 
PCWA Minutes for Oct. 5 2004

As recorded by Terry Wright
   The meeting was called to order at 6:35 by President Virginia Kash.  Other officers present were Wayne Garret, Vice President, Mary Anne Wright, Treasurer, and Terry Wright, Secretary. There was a total of 12 members in attendance.
Minutes of the September business meeting were read and approved as written.
Treasurer’s Report was presented by Mary Anne Wright and approved. 
Old Business:
Contest Committee: Recap gives a final figure of net gain on the contest of $400.
Programs Committee: Scheduled News Herald editor Claude Duncan as our next guest speaker at the October 19th meeting.
Literary Magazine: Slightly behind schedule, with a revised ready date suggested as November 2nd. Preliminary sales to be handled by Robin Margules and Virginia Kash. To be priced at $10 per copy, with approximately 150 pages (or less). A motion to accept the presales plan was made, seconded and approved.
Honoraria: After substantial discussion and disagreement, We decided to carry the topic over to the November business meeting.
New Business: The Nominations committee comprised the main topic of New Business for the meeting. After some discussion Jim  Kimes and Lon Prater were elected to serve as the 2004 Nominations Committee. They will attempt to present us with a slate of nominations for the offices of President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary at the next business meeting, November 2nd.
Chronoscope 2005 Writing Contest submissions of fiction should be a maximum of 5,000 words in length. Submissions of poetry should be a maximum of 100 lines, or a maximum of about 800 words. Because poetry can take on a variety of forms in its presentation, there is a bit of flexibility in the limitations. Any genre is welcome, short of explicit erotica. Deadline: Nov. 30, 2004.
Fees Fiction: $25 per entry Poetry: $15 per entry, Late entry (postmarked in December 2004): Double fees.  Contact Tristan MacAvery at http://www.intangibleplastics.com/ for more information. 
——————————————————
 Election of New Officers for 2005
A slate of officer nominations will be presented at the Nov. 2 business meeting. Since Nov. 2 is day of national elections, the meeting will adjourn early since all attending will wish to rush home and check out the election returns.
SOTOPE: A JOURNAL OF LITERARY NATURE AND SCIENCE WRITING. 2005 Editors' Prizes in Nonfiction, Fiction, and Poetry. $15 entry fee includes a two-year subscription. Submissions must be postmarked 8/1/04 through 11/15/04. Winners in each category will be published and will receive $500. Guidelines, plus samples from the magazine, are available online. (Published with support from Utah State University's College of Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences; the College of Science; and the Dept. of English.) http://websites.usu.edu/isotope 
Member Mike Helms Enjoys Continued
 Success 
Mike Helms’ Vietnam War memoir, The Proud Bastards, continues selling well. Mike recently received word from his editor at Simon & Schuster/Pocket Books that the Military Book Club purchased exclusive rights to publish a hardcover edition this December. Since its release as a paperback in February ‘04, The Proud Bastards has had three print runs.
     Written in first-person present tense, the reader has the experience of “being there” while the action is happening, getting inside the marine rifleman’ head and heart. Reviewers have called it a timeless military classic and compared it to The Red Badge of Courage and All Quiet on the Western Front. 
     Mike’s literary agent is currently shopping a novel for him. Mike is now working on a Civil War era novel based on a story of two brothers from the Econfina area who fought on opposite sides in the war between the States.
     Mike and his wife, Karen, were two of several co-founders of PCWA, and were active in the club until their recent relocation. Karen has dutifully remained PCWA’s Webmaster from afar.
     They have been enjoying their new home since moving to South Carolina last May. They continue with their publishing business, Karmichael Press, but are focusing more on offering manuscript critiques and editing services to writers.
Writers in Paradise! 
Dear Writers & Poets:
Join Dennis Lehane, author of Mystic River; Pulitzer Prize-winning poet Stephen Dunn; Oprah Book Club Author A. Manette Ansay; and others for a new kind of writers' workshop.  This intensive seven-day experience of workshop classes, panel discussions, readings, book signings, cocktail receptions, and dinners is designed for those who are passionate about writing. 
     Our award-winning faculty and guest speakers also include Laure-Anne Bosselaar, Jack Driscoll, Terrance Hayes, B. Lee Hope, Peter Meinke, Roland Merullo, Dzvinia Orlowski, Ann Rittenberg, Michael Steinberg, and Sterling Watson. 
     Located on the beautiful waterfront campus of Eckerd College in St. Petersburg, Florida, these fiction, creative non-fiction and poetry workshops feature professional writers at the top of their form spending time with motivated and talented participants who seek an intimate, unhurried climate for learning.  Undergraduate course credit is available.  We hope you will join us for Writers in Paradise, January 22-30, 2005.  Registration deadline is January 3, so don't wait.   
Log onto http://writersinparadise.eckerd.edu or call 727.864.7994 for registration info.   

Utmost Christian Poetry         Contest 2005

 formerly the

 ODES of MARCH POETRY CONTEST

Win $1,000 in cash! A total of $2700 in cash will be won by Christian poets.

Contest rules: www.utmostchristian
writers.com/poetry-contest/poetry-contest.htm
The Foster City International Writer's Contest. Celebrating 30 Years of Aspiring Writers
Go to: http://www.geocities.com/fostercity_writers/entryform.html for entry form for this contest. Four categories with $250 First prize and $125 for Honorable Mentions. Categories are: Fiction; Poetry; Children's Story; and Humor or Personal Essay. Entries must be original, previously unpublished and in English.Deadline for receipt of entries is 5:00 P.M., December 31, 2004. See website for entry form and complete details
Neil Howard Speaks                    
  on November 16
Author of: Student Body & Hunter's Prey

Neil Howard was born in Bangor, Maine. He attended schools in New England and joined the US Army in 1968. After completing officer Candidate School at Ft. Benning, Georgia, he was commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant in December 1969. He served in Vietnam during 1970-71, and received a Bronze Star Medal for meritorious service in combat. In 1973, he earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of New Hampshire, and in 1975 received a Master of Fine Arts degree from Smith College. Mr. Howard joined the faculty of Mary Washington College as an Instructor in Dramatic Arts in September 1975. He founded the Fredericksburg Summer Theatre in 1976 and served as the Producing Director until 1980.
     Mr. Howard left Mary Washington College in 1980 for a position with the US Government. He has held assignments in Germany, California, Massachusetts, and Florida. In 1991, he accepted an assignment in Saudi Arabia   and actively supported the military during Operation Desert Storm. He now works with the Air Force at Hurlburt Field, Florida.
  The author has written two books published by Lighthouse Press, Inc: Student Body and Hunter’s Prey. In addition, he has penned fifteen children’s stories, three plays, and numerous travel articles for the European Stars and Stripes. Currently, he is working on the third installment in the Stonewater College mystery series.
   Mr. Howard resides in Santa Rosa Beach, Florida. You can learn more about the author by logging on to his website: www.myswriter.com.
