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RECAP OF APRIL MEETINGS:

April 6 was our business meeting; several items are in the body of this newsletter. Readings followed with Lon Prater reading the opening chapter of his novel MIDNIGHT IN NEW PROMISE, and Deborah Draper read free verse poems.

April 20 Workshop: 

Lee and Juanita Raymond Discusses the *Changing Face of Publishing*

  Lee Raymond, a writer and editor for over 20 

years, who founded CyPress Publications in 1995, headquartered in Tallahassee, was PCWA*s guest speaker on April 20. Lee*s wife, Juanita, co-author with Lee of the popular book for young people, *Orion The Skateboard Kid,* also joined us for the evening. Lee has provided publishing services for the Tallahassee Writers Association*s monthly newsletter, *Markings,* since 1994, and for the annual poetry and fiction competition chapbooks since 1995.  He is the publisher of several local authors.

   Lee addressed many topics, answering most questions before they were asked. Never- theless, writers present showed great interest with many inquiries. Lee*s principal focus was the *changing face of publishing,* discussing how the industry has refashioned itself over the years and why. He talked about the impact of technology, pointing out that handwritten manuscripts, for instance, are a thing of the past. Even most submissions and queries are made electronically today, saving postage and time. He cited that such a financial medium as PayPal makes the Internet an easy mode for marketing.

   Lee also explained the reason for the long gestation period for a book to develop from an idea in an author*s mind to the bound book on bookstore shelves or in the warehouse ready for shipping. He commented on agents and contracts and the service a professional editor performs in the publishing environment. 

   Some writers in attendance were concerned about their creations being purloined by dishonest or careless agents and editors. Juanita addressed part of the concern by pointing out techniques for securing your intellectual property rights. In addition to the regular copyright, which now costs $30 to obtain, she suggested mailing a copy of your work to yourself, registered mail and placed, sealed, in safekeeping in the event of a dispute.

   Lee indicated that CyPress Publications engage in basically three modes of publishing a client*s work: 1. Self-publishing in the true sense of the term; 2. Traditional publishing, where he publishes your book and pays you royalties on sales; 3. A hybrid of the first two modes.

   Lee and Juanita*s presentation was fact-filled, interesting and entertaining. If I were writing the last page of my novel or halfway through and feeling proud of it, I would not hesitate to head up to Tallahassee and visit Lee. Convinced that he could fix a lot of problems that an author will never see in his own work, I*m equally persuaded he will tell you the truth about your manuscript regardless of which mode of publishing you choose. Without doubt he knows what is likely to sell vs. what will just gather dust on bookstore shelves.       --Jim Kimes

__________________________________

New Members

 We welcome Susan Underly and John Underwood.
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PCWA Minutes for April 6th, 2004

The meeting was called to order at 6:43 by President Virginia Kash. Other officers present were Mary Anne Wright, Treasurer, Wayne Garret, Vice President and Terry Wright, Secretary. There was a total of 14 members in attendance. 

Minutes of the March business meeting were read and approved as written.

 Treasurer*s Report was presented by Mary Anne Wright. Including undeposited funds of $19.50, the current Total Cash Assets were $1876.90. Ed Kennedy and Wayne Garret volunteered to serve on the annual Audit Committee.

Writing Contest: Entries are now coming in. Most are expected shortly before the June 30th deadline for submissions. 

Literary Magazine: Intent is to publish currently an issue containing contest winners for 2003 and 2004 writing contests. In addition, a call to the membership is being issued for contributions/submissions to be published as space permits. Rules for submitting to the magazine are the 2004 Writing Contest Rules.

Programs Committee: Scheduled as: Lee and Jaunita Raymond from CyPress Publications in Tallahassee on April 20th speaking on The Changing Face of Publishing;  Mike Brimm on May 18th (Self Publishing experience, and recent publications * About Your Man, Adam*s Undead, The Darke Lyfe Eternal); Dwan Hightower will speak about her publishing experience and her latest release, to include Conscious Coma: Ten Years in an Iranian Prison by David Rabhan with a foreword by President Jimmy Carter

New Business: 

Lon Prater described his recent publication, Midnight in New Promise, a work of industrial fantasy. To learn more about his work visit his website, neverary.com or scribepress .com, his publisher. 

Ed Kennedy raised the question on recording speakers and volunteered to take a look at audio-visual equipment for the purpose.

Dwan Hightower suggested that we consider buying a used video projector for use with laptops for PowerPoint presentations. She agreed to check out current U.S. Government Auctions for opportunities.

Jim Kimes will take a look at a specific topic for round-table discussion in conjunction with the May business meeting * in consultation with interested members.

Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m. Literary Readings: Opening chapter of a novel by Lon Prater; Free verse poems by Deborah Draper.           

                                           ----Terry Wright

Announcements

2004 Seven Hills Writers' Conference, Saturday, May 8, 2004. Brochure and Registration Form available at TWA's website: http://twaonline.org

Penumbra 2004 Poetry & Haiku 17th Annual Contest deadline is postmarked by June 30, 2004, and 10th Annual Seven Hills Literary Contest deadline is also June 30, 2004. Details are available on the Tallahassee Writers Association  website: www.twaonline.org

********

By the way, If you want to publish the whole set of rules for the 2 TWA contests, I can try scanning them and sending that to you. I think it's too much trouble to key in the whole thing. However, TWA did include the complete set of rules and instructions for our contest.

    ********

Call for magazine submissions, PCWA members only. A second volume of the Sea Oats Review is being planned. We would like to include some of our members' works. Please submit your poems, short stories, 

(see page 3)

essays and photography (B&W or color that will have good contrast and definition when reduced to B&W) to PCWA Magazine, P.O. Box 15223, Panama City, FL 32406, by June 30, 2004. Be sure to include you name and contact information and a label indicating that the submission is for the magazine, not the contest. There is no fee for magazine entries. Otherwise please follow the same guidelines regarding length, etc., as for the Writing Contest. Due to size limitations for the magazine, it may not be possible to publish all submissions, and allselected worksare subject to editing. Authors of selected works should provide their works in electronic form upon notification.

***

Hope this is in time for the May Newsletter. If not, please save the TWA contest announcements and our call for magazine submissions for the June Newsletter.

Thanks,

Mary Anne Wright
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Call for magazine submissions, continued from p.2

 essays and photography (B&W or color that will have good contrast and definition when reduced to B&W) to PCWA Magazine, P.O. Box 15223, Panama City, FL 32406, by June 30, 2004. Be sure to include you name and contact information and a label indicating that the submission is for the magazine, not the contest. There is no fee for magazine entries. Otherwise please follow the same guidelines regarding length, etc., as for the Writing Contest. Due to size limitations for the magazine, it may not be possible to publish all submissions, and allselected worksare subject to editing. Authors of selected works should provide their works in electronic form upon notification.                                    ----Mary Anne Wright

Announcement of Mystery Fiction Contest

Winner, et al, to be published in the Gulf Stream Florida Noir Issue

1st Place - $300 and Publication in Gulf Stream

2nd & 3rd Place * Notation and Possible Publication

Judge is Best Selling Mystery Author Barbara Parker

Guidelines

$10 for first mystery story and $5 for each      

     additional story

5,000 word limit (no novel excerpts or chapters)

 Please include cover page and short bio

 Name should not appear anywhere on the    

      manuscript

 Send SASE for notification

 NO CASH * Make check or money order    payable to Gulf Stream 

See website for further details * http://w3.fiu.edu/gulfstrm

     Entries do not need to be set in Florida.

     Contributors do not need to be Florida residents.

     DEADLINE: JUNE 1, 2004

Address Entries to:

*Mystery Fiction Contest

           Gulf Stream

           English Department

           FIU Biscayne Bay Campus

           3000 NE 151st Street

           North Miami, FL 33181-3000

Congrats! to New Member Lon Prater

Lon*s dark, industrial fantasy story "Midnight in New Promise" will be shipping from Scrybe Press as a digest-sized one- story chapbook on April 9.

Pre-orders (and orders), he says, are being taken  at: http://www.scrybepress.com/midnightinnewpromise.html. Also, Lon will have a poem appearing in Rogue Worlds #10, an e-zine devoted to SF and fantasy. PCWA is always thrilled to hear about members* success stories

