June 2004 Newsletter
             Member Michael Brim Shares Writing Experiences  at May Meeting

Michael Brim, speaking before the PCWA Tuesday evening, advised writers early that, until your success has been firmly validated, don’t quit your day job. Michael works for the U.S. Fish and Wild Life Service, part of the Dept. of the Interior. Before launching into the “main feature” of the evening, Michael talked about his personal development book for women, titled About Your Man! How to Meet and Keep the Man of Your Dreams, co-written with his wife, Devona. The couple writes under the names of Michael and Veronica Taylor. Mike says Devona is his best editor and critic.
   During the hour Michael stressed fictional character development and shared with the group several profiles of his favorite characters from Adam’s Undead, the first volume of his planned trilogy, titled Dark Lyfe Eternal, stories of horror, suspense and mystery. In addition he read several excerpts from his current book. Later, Michael talked about self-publishing and spoke quite highly of Xlibris, a strategic partner of Random House. He explained the mechanics of how Xlibris works, which does not include marketing and editing. He reviewed Xlibris’ cost structure, which varies, he says, with the size of book. 
    Michael’s son, Chris, who is an art major, designed the color illustration for Adam’s Undead. Chris is setting up a small gallery on the Web. His product was quite impressive. Son Tom, who also attended the meeting, did the photography for the author photo on the back of the book.
    Following his presentation, Michael answered several burning questions about self-publishing and his own specific experiences. His unabashed candor lends instant credibility to what he has to say. It was a fruitful evening for members and guests. 
                           — Jim Kimes
“My aim is to put down on paper what I see and what I feel in the best and simplest way. “
--Ernest Hemingway  
  Minutes of May Business Meeting
The meeting was called to order at 6:40 by President Virginia Kash. Members present totalled 12. Two guests attended – Matty Jankowski and Kerry Corley. Minutes of the April meeting were read and approved. The Treasurer’s report was given and then members of the audit committee, Wayne Garret and Ed Kennedy reported that they were satisfied with the recent audit of PCWA’s books. Status of Literary Magazine and Writing Contest: The Contest Committee reported that manuscripts are coming in and all present were reminded of the June 30 deadline The intent is to publish currently an issue containing contest winners for 2003 and 2004 writing contests. A call to the membership has been issued for contributions/submissions to be published as space permits. Rules for submitting to the magazine are the 2004 Writing Contest Rules. Current members contest submissions will be considered for the magazine.
New Business: At our June l meeting explore our favorite writing tools and techniques 
in a round-table discussion. 
Terry Wright will investigate the feasibility of moving our meetings to the Bay County Library in downtown P.C.  
 Jim Kimes gave us a preview of the revised format for the PCWA Newsletter. The updated format and new style changes were accepted by acclamation.
 Business Meeting adjourned at 7:37 p.m. 
from the desk of our Wyoming correspondent, Barbara Winter
I received an email concerning FIU Writer's conference in Seaside this October. I attended this conference last year and thought it was great. I didn't receive the conference announcement until after the deadline last year, so I phoned FIU as soon as I received it and they allowed me to have the lower rate if I got my reservation form in right away. I thought that was a nice gesture. Of course, my mail was being forwarded to Wyoming so maybe that was part of the problem. I plan to attend again this year, if possible. I drove each day to/from Seaside -- tiring, but the conference was worth it. 
FIU/Seaside Institute Writers' Conference

From: campbet@fiu.edu

   The conference will be held October 20 - October 23, 2004, in Seaside, Florida. Planned is an exciting 4-day program of seminars and workshops beginning on the morning of Wednesday, October 20, and concluding on Saturday night, October 23. This year’s program includes the following faculty: 
T.R. Pearson, Fiction (A Short History of a Small Place) 
Anita Shreve, Fiction (All He Ever Wanted) 
Meghan Daum, Telling the Story (My Misspent Youth) 
Madeleine Blais, Pulitzer Prize Winning Journalist, Non-Fiction (Uphill Walkers) James W. Hall, The Bestseller (Off the Chart) 
Les Standiford, Fiction &Screenplay (Last Train to Paradise) 
Dan Wakefield, Memoir (Spiritually Incorrect) 
Denise Duhamel, Poetry (Queen for A Day) 
John Dufresne, The Novel, (Deep in the Shade of Paradise) 
Lynne Barrett, The Revision Process (The Secret Names of Women ) Brewester M. Robertson, Freelancing (The Grail 
   Mystique) 
Marian Young, New York Literary Agent 
Gerald Costanzo, Poetry, Editor-Carnegie Mellon Press    
    (Nobody Lives on  Arthur Godfrey Boulevard)
   The schedule allows you to enroll in up to three different four-day class sessions, with agent and editor roundtables, freelancing seminars, nightly readings & more. The tuition for the conference is only $300 if you sign up by July 2. If you would like to reserve a manuscript conference with a faculty member, you can do so for an additional $25. Do act soon however; as many of you know, the individual conference spaces fill up quickly. 
    Shared accommodations in cottages are available at the rate of $135/night, limited to the attendee and one guest. (Shared accommodations include a private bedroom and bath. The remainder of the cottage--living, dining, and kitchen area—is shared with other members of the cottage.) If you do not wish to use the shared accommodations at Seaside, other arrangements can be made. Call Vicki Grasso at the Seaside Cottage Rental Agency at (800) 277-8696 by October 11 to make your reservations.
We surely hope this sounds like a program you won't want to miss. If you're interested in attending, you can help us by registering now and saving money in the process. Fees will go up after July 2. If you have questions or suggestions, send those along to us, too. Meantime, here's hoping to see you in Seaside! 
Sincerely, 
Les Standiford, Director 
Creative Writing Program 
  The FIU Writers' Conference is sponsored by The Creative Writing Program at Florida International University and The Seaside Institute. 
    Creative Writing Program, Florida International University, Biscayne Bay Campus, N. Miami, FL 33181 
Phone: 305-919-5857 
Email: crwritng@fiu.edu
Kerry Corley Reads at May 4th Meeting
   One of our guests, Kerry Corley, a graduate of FSU, read some of his poems following the business meeting, including a very special poem he had written for his sister and brother-in-law’s wedding. Kerry writes heartfelt poetry that conveys his deep feelings about his topic. Members and the other guests found the readings most enjoyable.
PCWA Members Featured on WKGC’s Writers Ink
 Recently several members of PCWA have enjoyed being interviewed about their writing by Margie McCoy, host of Writer’s Ink, on radio station WKGC, FM90.7, our local NPR affiliate. The interviews will be aired over the next several weeks on Tuesdays at 7:50 a.m. and 6:50 p.m. Be sure to listen in. And if you missed signing up at our March 16 meeting when WKGC Station Manager Frank Sundram spoke about this program but you would like to participate in Writer’s Ink, contact Margie McCoy, phone 872-3872, or e-mail mmccoy@gulfcoast.edu.        —Mary Anne Wright
Call For Submissions – PCWA Members Only
 Plans are proceeding for a second volume of the Sea Oats Review. Most winning entries from our 2003 and 2004 writing contest will be included, but we would like to have a greater representation of our own members’ work. Members, please submit your poetry or prose (same length limits as in contest) or black-and-white photos or drawings for consideration to Sea Oats Review, PCWA, P.O. Box 15223, Panama City, FL 32406. Also please indicate on a cover sheet or the first page of the work(s) that the item is for the Sea Oats Review and include your name, address, phone number, and e-mail address. Work should be previously unpublished in this area and unpublished in any medium with a circulation greater than 500. Authors of works selected will be asked to provide electronic copies of their works to the Magazine Committee.
__________________
    “My words fly up, my thoughts remain below;
   Words without thoughts, never to heaven go.:”
                                   —Hamlet, Act III. Sc. 3
__________________
  “You don’t write because you want to say something but because you have something to say..”                                     —F. Scott Fitzgerald
        Opportunity
The Moving Finger writes; 
And having writ, moves on: 
Nor all your Piety nor Wit
Shall lure it back 
To cancel half a Line,
Nor all your Tears wash out a Word of it. 
the rubaiyat - omar khayyam - 11th century
Project Stagelight  *  Playwriting Contest * Tallahassee Writers Association
Rules:
Entries must be postmarked by October 1, 2004 (firm deadline)
Open to writers 18 years old and older.
Play must be unpublished and never produced except for previously staged   reading.
 A cover page with title, playwright's name, address, telephone and        email,   must be the first page of entry.  The author's name must not                       appear anywhere  else on the manuscript.
 A one-page summary of the play must accompany each entry.
 The play must be submitted in correct play format.
  Submit entire play, or first act if more than one-act play.
The winning playwright must be available to work with performance director and attend staged reading of entry in Spring 2005.

Entry fee: 
$10 TWA members, $15 non-members

Awards: 
Entries will be judged by theatre professionals.  The winning entry will be performed as a staged reading at Tallahassee Little Theatre in Spring, 2005. Send to: 
TWA Project Stagelight, P. O. Box 3424, Tallahassee, Florida  32315
>>>>>>>>>>>>>> Miscellaneous Announcements <<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<

Emerald Coast Writers Monthly Meeting
June 7,  7:00 pm at Tyler Recital Hall, OWCC Arts Center, Niceville
Dr. Janice Beaty will speak on “Creative Nonfiction: How to Write It and Get It Published.” Dr. Beaty specializes in the early childhood field, such as:  “Observing Development of the Young Child.”
    Emerald Coast Writers will now be meeting each month at the Arts Center, OWCC.
PCWA Writing Contest Deadline Looms
 
Let’s get those manuscripts polished and submitted! Our writing contest deadline is June 30, 2004. Remember – categories are Short Stories (max 3000 words), Creative Nonfiction (max 3000 words), Rhyming Poetry (max 50 lines), and Non-rhyming Poetry (max 50 lines). Entry fee is $10 for the first entry. Additional entries by the same author, regardless of category, are just $5. Entries should be mailed to PCWA Writing Contest, P.O. Box 15223, Panama City, FL 32406. Full details are on our web site www.panamacitywriters.org  or pick up a contest flyer at our next meeting, or call Virginia at 215-3470 or Mary Anne at 874-9641.
————————–
“The writer does the most who gives his reader the most knowledge, and takes from him the least time.” 
                                         —Sydney Smith
 ————————–-
“There is a time for writing and a time for becoming the man who will write.”
                                         —Jean Rostand
Authors of the Round Table Hosted by Virginia and Harold Hicks
Books on the Bluff
November 13, 2004
10:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.

"A Day In Darien" (Georgia) with shrimp boats, reenactment at Fort King George with Scottish soldiers in full regalia, fighting with Native Americans. Arts, crafts, antiques, music and food booths.. .
More next month. In the meantime:
Contact: Virginia Hicks
         Books on the Bluff
         phone: 912-832-6352
         e-mail: bookshop@darientel.net
Dream Catcher Publishing Announces Debut  of Rabhan Book, “Conscious Coma”
Dream Catcher Publishing (member Dwan Hightower) is pleased to announce that David Rabhan’s book. Conscious Coma, will debut in stores and online as a $16.95 Quality Trade Paperback. In 1975, Mr. Rabhan traveled to Iran on business, where he successfully farmed, produced infant formula and manufactured children’s clothing. One day in 1980 when he was driving to one of his factories in Damgitam, he was arrested, accused of being a spy, and imprisoned without formal charges. His first years were spent largely in solitary confinement. After seven and one-half years the Iranian officials finally filed charges against Mr. Rabhan in 1988, and he was given a specific sentence of two years for being a spy. 
   In August 1990 the court said the charge was a mistake, and the American David Rabhan walked away from Evin Prison in Tehran, Iran with an incredible story in his head and with two suitcases stuffed with more than 300 sketches of prisoners, who, like himself, were incarcerated for alleged “political” crimes against the Khomeini regime. Together, this story and the illustrations appearing in this book express the triumph of human dignity and spirit. 
   Rabhan has been living on the family farm near Swainsboro, Georgia since his release from prison 13 years ago. He is now 75 years old. 
   Says President Jimmy Carter, “David Rabhan is one of the most interesting people I know. His examples of prison art give an insight into his extraordinary character.” 
                                        —Press Release
____________________
“People like to imagine that because all our mechanical equipment moves so much faster, that we are thinking faster too.”                 —Christopher Morley
________________
Coming Up!!
    At either the June or July meeting, we will have authors of  Green Empire: The St. Joe Company and the Remaking of Florida's Panhandle, Kathryn Ziewitz and June Wiaz. Their book was reviewed recently in the News-Herald. Here’s what one reader said: 
“The authors of Green Empire have done the people of the Florida Panhandle a great service. This thoughtful and engaging book offers insights about one of Florida’s most powerful companies--the St. Joe Company--and the way developers achieve their ends. The authors have clearly done their research. The book is filled with interesting facts about the history of the development of northwest Florida, beginning at the turn of the century. The book also provides a look at the influential people--Alfred DuPont and Ed Ball, in particular--behind this development. Anyone who has witnessed an area’s natural beauty give way to urbanization and development will appreciate the work the authors put into this book to shed light on how this happens. I thoroughly enjoyed this book. “  
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