July 2004 Newsletter
“Of all those arts in which the wise excel, Nature’s chief masterpiece is writing well.”
         John Sheffield 
      Essay on Poetry
                      [1682]
Kathryn Ziewitz and June Wiaz (“Green Empire”) to Speak on July 20
On April 1, 2004, the book, Green Empire: The St. Joe Company and the Remaking of Florida’s Panhandle, was released.  It’s published by University Press of Florida. Authors Kathryn Ziewitz and June Wiaz will be the guest speakers at PCWA’s July 20 workshop meeting. A review of their book by Bill Kaczor of the Associated Press was run in The News herald on April 5.
   Ms. Ziewitz, an English teacher at Bay High, lives in Panama City. She holds a bachelor’s in English with  minor in environmental studies from University of Florida and a master’s in mass communication from University of Minnesota. Ms. Wiaz, Analyst  with the Florida Senate Democratic Office, is a Tallahassee Resident. She has a bachelor’s in environmental sciences and resource management from Lehigh University and technology and policy from Washington University, St. Louis.
   Regarding some of their prior accomplishments and enterprises, Ms. Ziewitz led a visioning grant for the redevelopment of a decayed marina in Panama City. She has also engaged in freelance writing and technical editing, including an Army Corp of Engineers report on restoring the Everglades. 
   Ms. Wiaz was an analyst with the National Governor’s Association; was a Superfund site assessment specialist, EPA; served in Peace Corps in Guatemala; and wrote an environmental column for The Tallahassee Democrat. 
   The common interest of the two authors in environment writing dovetails to produce their first book. As everyone knows who lives in the Panhandle, St. Joe has been a prospering force in NW Florida. According to a quote by Ms. Ziewitz in Kaczor’s article, “Our mission statement as citizens is way different than their (St. Joe’s) mission statement.”
   In large part due to the familiarity we have with the book’s theme, as Panhandle residents, July 20 purports to be a fact-filled, enlightening evening.
                          — Jim Kimes
     Minutes of June Business Meeting
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 and all reports were read and approved. Mary Anne Wright, who is coordinating the current writing contest now underway, reminded all  that time was running short on making the contest deadline. She also urged everyone wishing to be published in PCWA’s literary review magazine to submit their manuscripts.   
   Regarding old business , Terry Wright, who is investigating the prospect of moving our meeting place to the Bay County Library, said that it would be a while before he knew anything. Ed Kennedy, who was looking into some audio visual equipment said that he so far has found prices too high and would thus continue his search.
   Next, the topic arose concerning the condition of our lectern, which has no mobility and  is inoperable. Gene Cabot offered to take the lectern home and equip it with casters and analyze its electronic needs.  He did that, returning the lectern on June 15 with casters that enable it to be easily and safely moved. Gene also presented  a list of electronic parts the lectern needed to make it functional again. This proposal can be voted on  at the next business meeting on July 6.
   Following business discussions, the meeting adjourned  around 7:00 and we moved into the workshop phase of our meeting, where members discussed their favorite writing tools. 
See page 2 for more details.      
from the desk of our Wyoming correspondent
At our June 1 meeting, the topic for the evening was our favorite Writers’ Favorite Tools. Jim Kimes dis​cussed his most prized writer's tool, The Word Finder. These out-of-print books, The Word Finder and The Synonym Finder by J I Rodale, were available as a used set through the Internet. Although the set I purchased was marked as "used," it looks new. My set cost $40, which included ship​ping and handling. The Word Finder isn't a Thesaurus. It aug​ments, rather than finds, a different word-words that embellish and add to the meaning. The Synonym Finder has more than 1,500,000 words and will help me lend variety to my work. It will also help to remind me of words I’ve temporarily forgotten. I'm excited and I’m anticipating using these two volumes. 
                                                                           Barbara Winter

June  Meetings  Featured  Writers’ Craft  Enhancements

   At the June 1 meeting, PCWA members discussed  the first of a number of projects designed to help writers with their craft. On June 1 we each presented our favorite writing tool (s). Jim Kimes led off with a tool he leans on a lot for support,  The Word Finder by Rodale Press. Jim believes strongly that verbs and nouns need  modifiers that provide the reader with a more vivid picture of the situation or thing being described  That what this volume does.. 
   Lon Prater mentioned that he uses The Visual Dictionary  on CD-ROM, which furnishes him with terms that are somewhat esoteric but more defines his text. Ed Pipkin commented that he  has both volumes of that dictionary and how helpful they are. Others mentioned their dictionaries and Gene Cabot noted that he uses backup tools for organization.
   On June 15, the meeting led off with an idea from Lon Prater, which required that members try writing five sentence each, for each of the five senses for the same given situation, then choosing the best five of those and compare that to how you might normally write it. That exercise was interesting and instructive. 
   Following  that, we pursued a short story premise, where various possible plots might take us and the ramifications of each plot. We focused on  just how important the story premise is but also explored where diverse plot lines might lead.
   We also discussed the Flesch-Kincaid Readability Index, an MS Word tool that presents a statistical analysis of any section of text you select. It’s available from the MS Word Tools Option menu. 
   Wayne Garrett surmised that his most reliable writing tool were his memories and experiences stored in his brain, which he expressed in a poem he made available to all. For those members not in attendance, we’ll share it with you here, above right.
    It was a productive evening and enjoyed by all. We were happy to have Marvell Burkett as a guest and a new member, Jennifer McCarthy. 
                                                                          —Jim Kimes
Writing Tools
by N W Garrett
The point of this discussion is favorite writing tools.
Does that mean pens or pencils, or lessons learned in schools?
Perhaps Roget’s Thesaurus, or Mr. Webster’s book
Those two will steal an afternoon,  If opened for a look.
They’ve got words I never knew; much less know how to use,
And time flies by like lightning, when their pages I peruse. A handy dandy computer thing  to type on and to print
Those gadgets are so helpful,  they must be Heaven-sent.
A tool can also be a place, instead of just a thing.
Somewhere your heart finds solace or that makes your spirits sing.
Too, we should  consider, things that aren’t mundane.
Like leaves and clouds and dragonflies and gently falling rain.
How about faith as inspiration to open up your dreams,
And search for understanding  of what life really means.
Another tool is courage, to overcome your fears
But the essential tool for writing is found between your ears.
Lon Prater Honored
Each year, the Horror Writer's Association presents the Bram Stoker Awards for Superior Achievement, named in honor of Bram Stoker, author of the seminal horror work, Dracula.  Among this year's awardees was the anthology Borderlands 5, edited by Elizabeth and Thomas Monteleone.  This volume included horror stories by Steven King, Bentley Little, Whitley Strieber, and PCWA's own Lon Prater. Congratulations, Lon!
Author A.H. Holt
Featured Speaker for August 17
   PCWA is indeed fortunate to have A.H. Holt, author of Silver Creek, an old-fashioned western novel.  Ms. Holt says, “My heroes are still cowboys.”  Born in Richmond, Virginia, she graduated from Piedmont Community College in Charlottesville in 1987 and Mary Baldwin College in Staunton in 1989. Ms. Holt completed her master’s degree in Historical Administration and Public History and is now a candidate for a doctorate in History at Florida State University in Tallahassee. Ms. Holt maintains the Web site www.westernfictionreview.com.  She is a member of TWA.  Learn more about  our August guest  at www.AHHolt.com 
Call For Submissions – PCWA Members Only
   Plans are proceeding for a second volume of the Sea Oats Review. Most winning entries from our 2003 and 2004 writing contest will be included, but we would like to have a greater representation of our own members’ work. Members, please submit your poetry or prose (same length limits as in contest) or black-and-white photos or drawings for consideration to Sea Oats Review, PCWA, P.O. Box 15223, Panama City, FL 32406. Also please indicate on a cover sheet or the first page of the work(s) that the item is for the Sea Oats Review and include your name, address, phone number, and e-mail address. Work should be previously unpublished in this area and unpublished in any medium with a circulation greater than 500. Authors of works selected will be asked to provide electronic copies of their works to the Magazine Committee.
__________________
    “Choose an author as you choose a friend.”
                          Wentworth Dillon, 1684
_______________
  “What one knows, in youth , is of little moment; they know enough who know how to learn.”                             —Henry Adams, 1907
—————————
”Criticism is the rod of divination; A hazel switch for the discovery of buried treasure, not a birch twig for the castigation of  offenders.”
—taken from the Introduction to the Study of Browning by Arthur Symons, 1906
Project Stagelight  *  Playwriting Contest 
 Tallahassee Writers Association
 
The winning playwright must be available to work with performance director and attend staged reading of entry in Spring 2005.

Entry fee: 
$10 TWA members, $15 non-members

Awards: 
Entries will be judged by theatre professionals.  The winning entry will be performed as a staged reading at Tallahassee Little Theatre in Spring, 2005. Send to: 
TWA Project Stagelight, P. O. Box 3424, Tallahassee, Florida  32315
For complete rules, go to: twaonline.org/index2.html
Emerald Coast Writers Monthly Meeting
Emerald Coast Writers will now be meeting each month at the Arts Center, OWCC.
—————–————————————
Authors of the Round Table Hosted by Virginia and Harold Hicks
Books on the Bluff, November 13, 2004. “A Day In Darien” (Georgia) with shrimp boats, reenactment at Fort King George with Scottish soldiers in full regalia, fighting with Native Americans. Arts, crafts, antiques, music and food booths...Contact: Virginia Hicks, Books on the Bluff, phone: 912-832-6352
E-mail: bookshop@darientel.net
>>>>>>>>>>> Miscellaneous Announcements <<<<<<<<<<<<

2004 WRITING CONTEST

NEW THIS YEAR 
 A Novel Writing Category and larger cash awards $$$
TAMPA WRITERS ALLIANCE 16th ANNUAL WRITING CONTEST
The contest is open to all interested writers age 18 and above. Entries must be postmarked by October 1, 2004, or received by the Contest Coordinator by October 6. Awards will be announced at the annual TWA Awards Banquet in January, 2005. See following Web site for more details:
http://www.tampawriters.org/contest.htm
_________________________
Last Minute Reminder!! FUNDING FOR WRITING AND THE ARTS is a complete directory of all private and government programs which benefit people in writing and the arts. Simply and clearly, it tells you exactly who to contact to apply for each. We are confident you will not find a more up-to-date or comprehensive financial resource of this kind anywhere else. It has helped thousands like you work full time at what they enjoy. To learn more, go to: www.usgovernmentinformation.com/
——————————–
The Flesch-Kincaid Reading Index
is certainly needed here. The following was taken from an article published in the scholarly journal Diacritics: "The move from a structuralist account in which capital is understood to structure social relationships in relatively homologous ways to a view of hegemony in which power relations are subject to repetition, convergence, and re-articulating brought the question of temporality into the thinking of structure, and marked a shift from a 
form of Althusserian theory that takes structural totalities as theoretical objects to one in which the insights into the contingent possibility of structure inaugurate a renewed conception of hegemony as bound up with the contingent sites and strategies of the re-articulation of power." 
   The above sample was the winner in the 1998 Bad Writing Contest, sponsored by the scholarly journal Philosophy and Literature, based in New Zealand. Entries must be real examples from academic books and journals. The winner was Judith Butler, a professor of rhetoric and comparative literature at the University of California at Berkeley. Prof. Butler speculated  this piece means that class systems are based, not just on money, but on differences in political power and social status.  
   PCWA members, did you get this meaning before you fell asleep?
                                           —–Jim Kimes
“The Theme is Born Spontaneously”
   The theme for a short story just pops into your mind, so says J. Berg Esenwein in Writing the Short Story, 1908. You may be doing anything or nothing, waking or sleeping, alert or apathetic,  when suddenly a spirit arise before you and cries, “Sir, Madame, I am a story. Write me up.!”                                                
PCWA Writing Contest Deadline 
 Let’s get those manuscripts polished and submitted! Our writing contest deadline is June 30, 2004. Remember – categories are Short Stories (max 3000 words), Creative Nonfiction (max 3000 words), Rhyming Poetry (max 50 lines), and Non-rhyming Poetry (max 50 lines). Entry fee is $10 for the first entry. Additional entries by the same author, regardless of category, are just $5. Entries should be mailed to PCWA Writing Contest, P.O. Box 15223, Panama City, FL 32406. Full details are on our web site www.panamacitywriters.org  or pick up a contest flyer at our next meeting, or call Virginia at 215-3470 or Mary Anne at 874-9641.
Coming Up!!
   Following the July 6 business meeting, members will analyze selected rhyming and non-rhyming poems, discuss what makes a “good” poem, whether it’s rhyming or non-rhyming. We’ll discuss what constitutes a genuine poem. A disassembled short short story  is not a poem and neither is mental musings, as often seen in non-rhyming or blank verse poetry. 
   We’ll talk about the “poetry” often found in prose and why we write poetry and what a poem is suppose to say and how it should affect the reader. It’s been said that writing poetry can be therapeutic, a vehicle for getting something off our chest.
   Writing poems for special occasions to e special people in our lives is a conduit to convey our affection. Making our own greeting cards and including original poems can be a creative outlet. Changing a few words here and there and these poems can become part of our poetry bank. Also, occasions and affection objects can more easily provide us with a theme for our poem. Every poem needs one principal theme. From that poets can begin to build 
their masterpieces.             —–Jim Kimes
PCWA Members Seek to Form Fiction Critique Group
   Mary Anne and Terry Wright would like to form a critique group of fiction writers who are seriously interested in the craft. This group will not be affiliated with PCWA other than the commonality of membership in some cases. Interested parties do not have to be a PCWA member. You may reach the Wrights at majright@bellsouth.net or towright@bellsouth.net or call 874-9641.
Conscious Coma Big Hit, Member Hightower Says 
  Dwan Hightower of Dream Catcher says that Conscious Coma, described  in  our June newsletter, has become a big hit. Ms. Hightower continues ”The Gulf County Breeze had a very nice front page article on Conscious Coma…” The 2nd part of President Carter's Interview [concerning the book] with Frank Sundram aired June 8. PCWA wishes Dwan the best of luck.
