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Recap of January Meetings:
January 6: Business Meeting with Discussions and Scheduling of Upcoming Events.
 January 20 Presentation: Readings from Unrooted Childhood: Memoirs of Growing Up Global, the new book, by Nina Sichel and Faith Eida from Tallahassee. They discussed how they discovered an unheard voice during the beginning of their new book. Books and signings were available at the meeting through Books By The Sea, our co-sponsor for this meeting.
*
*
*
  February Calendar: 
(See the PCWA web site for a list
of events through March)
     February 3: Business Meeting and Literary Readings. Please bring hard copies for critiques, if you desire serious critiques.
     February 17 Workshop: Our guest speaker, Michael Lister, will present The Write Life: Living a life conducive to writing—part inspiration, part practical advise, with examples from his two latest projects: Blood of the Lamb and The Novelist.
Michael lives in Wewahitchka. He is a screenwriter for Triple Horse Productions, and has published a novel, Power in the Blood and the second novel in this series about prison chaplain John Jordan, Blood of the Lamb, will be released this year.
There is more information about both Michael and his works on his web site, www.michaellister.com 
*
*
*
Looking  ahead to March:
For the March 16th meeting, we will host guest speaker Billy Moore again. He will discuss his newest novel, Little Brother Real Snake (NewSouth Books). 
Announcements: 
BOOKS ALIVE – 2004 
Saturday, Feb 7th, 9 to 5
Free author presentations, book sales and signings
9:00—11:50 and 2:00—4:00   at
Gulf Coast Community College 
Conference Center
Luncheon (Tickets Required)
Keynote Speaker: Mark Winegardner
General Seating—$15 
Advanced tickets may be purchased. For information, call the Bay County Library. 872-7500
Literary Gala (Tickets Required):
7:00—10:00 Eat and drink with guest authors.
Cocktail Attire $50 /person
Mike Helms has two exciting book 
publishing announcements.
A 20-page excerpt from his book The Proud Bastards (a memoir of his training in boot camp and tour in Vietnam, originally published by Zebra/Kensington in 1990) was recently published in Semper Fi: Stories of the US Marines from Boot Camp to Battle, edited by Clint Willis.  Mike’s excerpt is one of a handful among such notable authors as James Brady, Tom Brokaw, William Manchester, and Studs Terkel.   
Also, Simon & Schuster/Pocket Books recently purchased publication rights to The Proud Bastards, and their edition of this book will be released in February this year.  
Congratulations on both books, Mike!
—————————
OSCAR CONTEST

To recognize the relationship the film industry has with the literary world, PCWA will hold a Pick-the-Oscar-Winners contest (for members only). The winner will receive a prize(s) of at least $50.00, provided by local vendors.

The challenge consists of correctly picking the winners of nine select Oscar categories: Best Picture, Best Director, Best Actor and Actress, Best Supporting Actor and Actress, Writing (Adapted Screenplay), Writing (Original Screenplay), and Film Editing.

Full rules and a contest ballot will be available on the PCWA web site by February 1.  Rules and ballots may also be obtained at both February PCWA meetings, or can be e-mailed to you by request at JDKmes@aol.com .

Entries (one per member) must be postmarked or received by e-mail by midnight, February 28. The Academy Awards Presentation will be held on Sunday evening, February 29.

Ballot forms or your Oscar picks should be e-mailed to: JDKimes@aol.com or by regular mail to: Oscar Ballot, 1235 Dundee Lane, Lynn Haven, FL 32444.
WRITING CONTESTS:
PCWA WRITING CONTEST
The 5th Annual PCWA Writing Contest will be held March 1 to June 30, 2004. Categories have been expanded this year from two to four, and include: Creative Nonfiction up to 3,000 words; Short Stories up to 3,000 words; Rhyming Poetry up to 50 lines; Non-rhyming Poetry up to 50 lines.

Prize money for each category will be:  $100 First Place, $50 Second Place, and $25 Third Place.

Full rules are available on the web site:  
www.panamacitywriters.org , and flyers will be available at the monthly meetings.  You may enter as many items as you wish.  Entry fees are: $10 for first entry (any category), and $5 for each additional entry (any category).  Entries must be postmarked by June 30, 2004. Check or money order should be payable to PCWA, and sent to:
PCWA Writing Contest,  P.O. Box 15223,  Panama City, FL 32406.
Carteret Writers, Inc. Contest—Deadline March 9th.
 Eileen Cella (one of our 2003 writing contest winners) sent an announcement of her writing association's (Carteret Writers, Inc.) writing contest. The categories and rules are fairly involved so look for more information that is available on the web site www.jerepaulgeurin.com/cw_contest.htm
 Submissions must be received by March 9, 2004.
—————————
WORKSHOP: EMERALD COAST WRITERS 
March 13, 2004 

The Emerald Coast Writers' Workshop is the first of an annual series of workshops directed toward up-and-coming writers in the Northwest Florida area. The workshop is designed to provide writers of all genres direct contact with published writers as they discuss the ins and outs of successful writing.

The full-day program will begin with an early-riser's writing exercise period hosted by Emerald Coast Writers' President, Julia Schuster. Throughout the day, sixteen 90-minute presentations will be given by seven guest speakers. A catered lunch is included. Book sales and networking time will round out the day. For more information: 
www.emeraldcoastwriters.org
Please note: The following were received in a publishers newsletter 1/9/04 and is submitted without verification.
Stories Wanted:

1. Do you know of anybody accumulating horror stories based on personal experiences with the (civil) justice system in rural America? I really want to awaken America to how the justice system works in small one Judge counties, as I have uncovered the inside perspective.
—Nat Chiaffarano, buisnessman305@aol.com

2. Adults who never really had the opportunity to experience childhood, and are making up for it. The tentative title is “I Wanna Play Now” (still working on subtitle).  I’m looking for people who would be interested in sharing their stories. Anyone interested can mail their stories to me at Heidi Richards - 7100 Pembroke Road, Miramar, Florida 33023 or email them to: heidi@speakingwithspirit.com
www.HeidiRichards.com

3. Anyone with a sexual harassment experience is encouraged to write up their experience and submit it to washragezine@yahoo.com.  Women Against Sexual Harassment has been publishing a newsletter on this issue for 12 years. Back issues are available at http://www.washrag.org/   Janet Leih, Director

4. Looking for stories about poor documentation.  Ever had a situation where your words came back to haunt you? In keeping notes about something that happened, did your choice of words lead people to misconstrue what you said? Did it lead to difficulty in a lawsuit, divorce court or other legal situation? My new book will be about the importance of keeping careful records— not to mislead anyone, but rather to ensure that the correct record is kept without “incriminating” anyone or any organizations. Names will be used ONLY with permission, or if it is a matter of public record. All stories greatly appreciated!  Joy Jackson FCIP, FRM, Cunnart Associates Limited, “Risk Management Specialists” 
cunnartassociates@sympatico.ca

5. Author horror stories wanted for a book on writing nonfiction books.  Roger C. Parker is interested in hearing your worst author horror stories—low or missing royalties, hourly wages far less than minimum wage, impossible revision schedules, uninformed editors, “missing” royalties, etc. Respond via e-mail to authorprofit@aol.com

6. Anecdotes wanted for book on “Work Opportunities for Older People.”  Successful stories about 65 and older individuals that have found how to supplement their income with work from home. No ads, no scams, no money down before work was started. If included in the book, you will be credited. Please write to Cecilia Mazza, PhD cm9032@yahoo.com
WRITERS WORKSHOP
Literary Agent Donald Maass to bring secrets of novel writing to New Orleans February 28th and 29th.
Maass will offer the keys to turning a so-so novel into something acquisition editors can't resist. The two-day workshop, "Writing the Breakout Novel," features his "agent's-eye" view on such vital elements of successful novels as character, plot and theme. 
He brings these concepts to life by involving seminar participants in exercises that enable writers to plumb the depths of their characters, deepen themes, strengthen point of view and voice, and more. 
The seminar cost is $229 before Feb. 1, and $259 thereafter, and includes beverage breaks, lunch, an evening reception on Saturday, and beverage breaks on Sunday.  PCWA members will receive a $20 discount by mentioning PCWA, followed by "$20" on the registration page of the website.
For more information or to register, call 866-I-WRITE-2 (866-497-4832) or visit the Free Expressions website at www.free-expressions.com  Pre-registration is required.
Ancillary Goals for the still New Year
In setting your writing goals, be sure to include activities that contribute to all aspects of your writing life, not just your actual writing time. 
1. Research. Interviewing and background reading lay the foundation for your writing. Educate yourself on your subject, but remember that you don't have to know everything. Attend free seminars or sit in on college classes. If you're writing a crime novel, for example, ask to hang out at the police station or shadow a police officer to immerse yourself in the atmosphere and jargon. 
2. Query. Crafting effective query letters and book proposals is time well spent. You can send published articles to non-competing publications that may be interested in reprinting them (if your original contract allows this). This is a great way to earn extra income from an already completed project. 
3. Submit work. Be realistic. If you write full time, completing several projects a week might be a good goal. If you work full time and are just launching your writing career, one or two projects a month is more feasible. 
4. Promote yourself. Find creative ways to market your work. Search for new markets in Writer's Market (Writer's Digest Books) or at www.writersmarket.com, as well as other periodicals and Web sites. Write to publishers or check the Internet for guidelines. 
5. Take care of business. Include in this category correspondence beyond queries—sending invoices, keeping records for tax purposes—as well as making sure you have office supplies. 
6. Improve your craft. Writers must learn constantly. Set aside time for writing conferences, online communication with other writers, critique groups or a community college course. Read at least one writing book per month.
National Directory of Writers Conferences & Workshops:
http://www.awpwriter.org/wcc/dirHome.htm
*
*
*
Interested in new words and idioms?  Here are a few resources that might be of help:

http://www.peevish.co.uk/slang/search.htm  (slang)
http://wordsmith.org/awad/index.html  (a word a day)
http://www.yaelf.com/eusources.shtml  (English usage)
http://www.askoxford.com/links/english/  (the dictionary)
http://www.wellworthpublishing.com/book_lovers_info.htm  (good links)
http://thesaurus.reference.com/  (thesaurus)
http://www.britannica.com/  (the encyclopedia)
http://en.wikipedia.org/  (another encyclopedia)
http://www.refdesk.com/  (all of the above)
http://www.bartelby.com/  (all of the above)
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