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Kathryn Ziewitz and June Wiaz (“Green Empire”) Guest Speakers on July
On Tuesday July 20, Kathryn Ziewitz and June Wiaz, authors of The Green Empire, gave an enlightening presentation, continuing our string of informative and interesting guest speakers.
   After an introduction by Virginia Kash, Ms. Wiaz gave an overview of what’s been happening in the Panhandle the past 100 years or so and the role that The St. Joe Co., as it’s now called, has played. She also profiled some of the players, Alfred duPont, Jessie, wife of Alfred and Ed Ball, Jessie’s brother and heir apparent when Alfred died at Epping Forest in 1935 at age 71. Jessie, Ed Ball and Will Edwards had large control over Alfred’s vast fortune of $56 million, a huge sum at that time, that was left mostly in trust,  later to be called the Nemours Foundation. The trust was to be used to operate the Florida businesses to generate income for charitable purposes, especially for children and the elderly.
   Over the years, Jessie was  more altruistic in how she viewed the trust, in contrast to  her brother, Ed Ball,  who saw it as a channel for advancing various business causes. Ball was successful in that regard and today  St. Joe’s stockholders are reaping the benefits from the  Florida land purchases made decades ago at fire-sale prices. For example,   Walton County beach-front property was bought at $15 per acre. The trust has sold off stock in St. Joe and now owns only 20.6%. 
   Ms. Wiaz further stated that The St. Joe Co. now owns 850,000 acres in the Panhandle and of that 27,000 housing units are already permitted for development.  She also reminded us that this acreage is equivalent to the Disney development around Orlando,  with much more development in the pipeline. Next Ms. Ziewitz focused our attention on other factors,  discussing the uniqueness of the Panhandle with its abundant flora, rivers and estuaries, not to mention the beaches that have attracted tourists and those seeking second homes. She said the company took advantage of land already heavily exploited by 19th century logging. Eventually the company started selling off those enterprises in a massive corporate makeover that  is largely what you see today as The St. Joe Co. JOE, which is the stock symbol, sports an attractive Web site and has done well for stockholders over the past decade. Moreover, one PCWA member suggested that maybe we could have more success reining in St. Joe if more Panhandle citizens became stockholders.
   During the presentation, the speakers circulated various graphics to enhance the audience’s understanding, such as maps, brochures, old newspapers, St. Joe marketing materials, etc. 
   PCWA members had many questions concerning St. Joe’s legislative clout and impact on the average taxpayer in the Panhandle and Bay County, especially in light of the new proposed airport.
   The authors, who first met  as neighbors in Silver Springs, MD, got separated but were later serendipitously reunited, also discussed the preparation of their book. They pointed out the logistical problem of June living in Tallahassee and Kathryn in  Panama City, but the effort, Kathryn said, was sort of like a marriage, it had ups and downs, but they worked through any snags .
    The authors are manifestly knowledgeable of their subject. For example, they said they had to pare the original manuscript by one-half to satisfy the publisher. They also mentioned that obtaining information since 9-11 had become more arduous and that the Freedom of Information Act has been weakened, making investigative reporting much harder. 
   PCWA member Michael Brim commended the authors for raising the consciousness of taxpayers as to what is really going on behind the scenes every day in Tallahassee and how decisions made there eventually may come to rest in our own backyard.  
 The book is an impressive accomplishment and should be read by every taxpayer who lives in the Panhandle.
                                                                                             —Jim Kimes  
PCWA Minutes for July 6th, 2004, as recorded by Terry Wright, Secretary

                     
President Virginia Kash called the meeting   to order at 6:42.  Other officers present were Wayne Garret, Vice President, Mary Anne Wright, Treasurer, and Terry Wright, Secretary. There were a total of 11 members in attendance.
 
Minutes of the June business meeting were read and approved as written.
 
Treasurer’s Report was presented by Mary Anne Wright. She also reported on the writing contest, saying there has been a surge of entries in the last week or two and a number of entries and magazine submissions by members. There will be no time extension and the postmark limit of June 30th stands. Over 150 entries were submitted for the contest.
 
Old Business: Gene Cabot completed his redesign and refurbishment of the Association podium-sound system and was authorized to spend money – not to exceed $150 – on  parts and pieces. 
 
New Business: Possible scheduling of Anne Holt for August 17th Meeting remains tentative. Pete Roberts recommended that we all take a look at “The Clarion Issue,” the South’s op-ed online newspaper from St. Mary’s, Ga. 
Adjournment: Business Meeting adjourned at 7:51 p.m.
A.         H. Holt Guest Speaker for August 17
   Anne H. Holt was born in Richmond, Virginia. She graduated from Piedmont Community College in Charlottesville in 1987 and Mary Baldwin College in Staunton in 1989. Anne completed her Masters degree in Historical Administration and Public History and is now a candidate for a doctorate in History at Florida State University in Tallahassee, Florida.
   Her days include hours writing stories, articles and poems mixed with reading and searching for books about western America. She is also doing research on her thesis on the development of the Florida Prison System. Anne lives in Tallahassee with her high school sweetheart Bob Webb, and spends her leisure time enjoying her children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.   
   Among Anne’s presentations are: "Women as Heroes," "Mothers and Fathers in Prison," "How to Build a Story," "Leadership," "Proposal Writing, Grant Writing, and Budgeting." She also offers readings from her novel, short stories, children's stories and poetry.
       Anne H. Holt is beginning a new career as a novelist at sixty-eight. Avalon Books will publish her first novel, Silver Creek, ISBN 0-8034-9600-1, "an old fashioned western," in June 2003      Anne answers questions:in next column.
A.H. Holt
 
Contact--A. H. Holt
e-mail: ahholt@ahholt.com
 
BIOGRAPHY
Anne Haw Holt was born in Richmond, Virginia. She graduated from Piedmont Community College in Charlottesville in 1987 and Mary Baldwin College in Staunton in 1989. Anne completed her Masters degree in Historical Administration and Public History and is now a candidate for a doctorate in History at Florida State University in Tallahassee, Florida.
Her days include hours writing stories, articles and poems mixed with reading and searching for books about western America. She is also doing research on her thesis on the development of the Florida Prison System. Anne lives in Tallahassee with her high school sweetheart Bob Webb, and spends her leisure time enjoying her children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.
 
PRESENTATIONS
Anne presents "Women as Heroes," "Mothers and Fathers in Prison," "How to build a story," "Leadership," "Proposal Writing, Grant Writing, and Budgeting." She also offers readings from her novel, short stories, children's stories and poetry.
 
INTERVIEW
By
Courtney Norman
    Anne H. Holt is beginning a new career as a novelist at sixty-eight. Avalon Books will publish her first novel, Silver Creek, ISBN 0-8034-9600-1, "an old fashioned western" in June 2003.
Question: How does it feel to have your novel published?
Answer: It's exciting to begin a new career at any time of life. But think of this--when you're nearly seventy this world seems much too ready to throw you away as useless. So signing the contract to publish my first novel at this time is beyond thrilling. Probably the greatest thing about it is that I'm suddenly a little bit of a celebrity to my children, my grandchildren, and my great-grandchildren---not to mention my friends.
Question: When you wrote the book, how long did take you to find a publisher, and did you have an agent?
Answer: I began Silver Creek in June of 2002 and finished it in August. I was extremely fortunate. I followed all the guidelines carefully and sent the requested information with a query letter to three publishers. I think that was in August. Fortunately, Avalon Books was one of them. They requested a copy of the manuscript and after a few weeks they called and offered me a contract. No, I didn't have an agent.
Question: Why did you write a Western?
Answer: That's easy. My father taught me to love books and he often read Westerns. From an early age I read Zane Grey, E. M. Bower, Janice Holt Giles, Emerson Hough, Jackson Gregory, Peter B. Kyne, and all the other wonderful western writers, including Louis L'Mour, Don Coldsmith and Elmer Kelton. The list is long and I've left out many great ones. It's simple really---my heroes are still cowboys.
.
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July 6 Workshop Studied Types of Poetry 
   Following the business meeting on July 6, Jim Kimes led members in a discussion of rhyming and non-rhyming poetry. Some of the rhyming selections that had been chosen for review were Frost’s Wind and Window Flower , How Do I Love Thee? By Elizabeth Browning and one poem by Emily Dickinson. A Dream Deferred  by Langston Hughes is, far the most part, a rhyming poem with uneven meter. Jim gave some background on Hughes’ life and his poetry in general.
   As an example of non-rhyming poetry, Jim offered up two poems by William Carlos Williams. This is Just to Say and Landscape with the Fall of  Icarus. Jim expressed a dim view of most non-rhyming poetry, indicating there was enjoyable, comprehendible  free verse poetry but that  poetry devotees have to wade through too much bad verse to find some good. Jim’s views weren’t totally shared by other members, which made for a lively discussion. Lon Prater later sent three of his own free verse poems, one of which is printed on page 4. 
   Also,  poetry terms were discussed, fundamentals such as accent, alliteration, assonance, consonance, cadence,  meter and other terms.  
   The workshop did not get underway until  7:55 due to a lengthy business meeting; however, the poetry study did last until  8:40.  At the August 3 meeting we will look at music lyrics and the poetry they contain.
                                                                        —Jim Kimes          
PCWA Writing Contest Successful
The PCWA’s 2004 Writing Contest has gone very well. There were a total of 156 entries, 44 in Short Story, 32 in Creative Nonfiction, 32 in Non-rhyming Poetry, and 48 in Rhyming Poetry. The entries have been forwarded to the judges in the respective categories. We expect to have their results by the end of August, in keeping with our original contest announcement.
                                 --Mary Anne Wright
                                    Contest Coordinator
John Cheever says...
“The novel remains for me one of the forms where we can record man’s complexity and the strength and decency of his longings. Where we can describe, step by step, minute by minute, our not altogether unpleasant struggle to put ourselves into a viable and devout relationship to our beloved and mistaken world. “
                    Accepting the National Book Award
                                                    The Writer 1958
.
—————————
Michael Lister to Hold Publication Party at Gulf County Correctional on August 21
Dear Friends,
   I’m very happy to announce that we will have a publication party for the new John Jordan mystery, Blood of the Lamb, on August 21st from 3-6 p.m. (CST) in the training building of Gulf Correctional Institution. It would mean so much to me if you could join us for this literary celebration that will include readings, signings, door prizes, music, good food, great company, and an all- around-good-time. The unique setting of the prison will provide the perfect backdrop for this launch party (but just a backdrop, everyone will be perfectly safe and children are welcome). I really hope to see you there.
   If you are unable to join us, you can still get a signed copy of Blood of the Lamb by ordering it from my website: www.MichaelLister.com It will be available beginning August 15th. While you’re there, take a look around at the updated site, which includes the latest reviews and news, and some very exciting upcoming events. 
   Gulf Correctional Institution is located near Wewahitchka. From Panama City, take Highway 22 approximately 20 miles and turn left onto Road 5 (there will be a green GCI sign). When Road 5 dead-ends (after about two miles), take a left on Ike Steele Rd., which will curve around to the prison (less than a mile). The training building will be on the left.
                                        Michael Lister, author
                                         John Jordan mysteries
PLANS FOR SEPTEMBER WORKSHOP
   Since PCWA’s Writing Contest winners will be finalized by August 31, the September 21 workshop meeting has been designated for readings, or selected readings, depending on length, of the winning entries. For those winners who live away and cannot be present for this event, we plan to have PCWA members read their winning entries.                                            
                                                —Mary Anne Wright
>>>>>>>>>>> Miscellaneous Announcements <<<<<<<<<<<<<

2004 WRITING CONTEST

NEW THIS YEAR 
 A Novel Writing Category and larger cash awards $$$
TAMPA WRITERS ALLIANCE 16th ANNUAL WRITING CONTEST
The contest is open to all interested writers age 18 and above. Entries must be postmarked by October 1, 2004, or received by the Contest Coordinator by October 6. Awards will be announced at the annual TWA Awards Banquet in January, 2005. See following Web site for more details:
http://www.tampawriters.org/contest.htm
_________________________
SLATE ANNOUNCES
To submit your original poetry to SLATE, MSN's on-line magazine, send up to 5 poems and a SASE to Robert Pinsky, SLATE MAGAZINE, Boston University, 236 Bay State Road, Boston, MA 02215.
UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY
Leaving the Promised Land seeks individual stories from people who have left a church and/or organized religion and who have come to identify with a more personally defined sense of spirituality -- or, in some cases, no sense of spirituality. All submissions must be sent by regular mail. Also seeking original cover art submissions. Send submissions to: Vicki Burns, Leaving the Promised Land, Box 672, Chico, CA 95927 or vickiburns2002@yahoo.com
An Old Man’s Rest
   by Lon Prater 
 
There must be clouds
in his eyes
He nods and smiles
while he sleeps 
on his back
in the lawn
 
Shallow breath swells
shrunken frame--
He'd almost float away
but for prayer-clasped hands
mooring him to the grass
 
He told me once:
A young man's sleep has ballast:
it's swollen, heavy, full.
No tricks of wind to pull and 
lull you skyward, either.
 
I watch him resting
on his back 
in the lawn
afraid to wake him, but
believing every word
Recognizing Members’ Recent Achievements 
  Gene Cabot has received a nice check from Writer’s Digest—a tough market—for an article that should run in the September issue. The article is part of a special WD installment on self-publishing. Gene also sold another boating tip to MotorBoating magazine, appearing in the July issue, making the second item he has sold them. Congrats, Gene 
—————————————
   PCWA member Mike Helms recently learned from his editor at Pocket Books/Simon&Schuster that his Vietnam memoir, The Proud Bastards, has undergone a third printing since its release in February '04. To date, nearly 30,000 copies have been sold. Kudos to you, Mike!
—————————————
More Good News for member Lon Prater: He has just been informed that the story cited in July’s  newsletter will be getting an honorable mention nod in the upcoming edition of Year's Best Fantasy & Horror (#17). Lon, you’re on a roll. Enjoy!
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Tallahassee Writers' Association Seven Hills Contest for Writers. Categories are Memoirs (deadline July 31, 2004) and Short Stories (deadline August 31, 2004) Entry fees for non-TWA members: $15 for one submission, $5 for each additional. For additional information: www.twaonline.org/
—————————
Rouge Talent Film Festival seeks unpublished Family, Adult, and Comedy screenplays for festival with prizes up to $5,000, plus awards, festival admissions, travel, etc. Entry fee. Contact: Austin Film Festival, 1604 Nueces St., Austin, TX 78701 or 512-478-4795 or 
——————————
Paradise Writers in Grayton Beach took a sabbatical for the month of July and will next meet  Sat, Aug. 14 at 9:30 a.m. at the Coastal Branch Library.
M  O  R  E        A  N  N  O  U  N  C  E  M  E  N  T  S

SOTOPE: A JOURNAL OF LITERARY NATURE AND SCIENCE WRITING. 2005 Editors' Prizes in Nonfiction, Fiction, and Poetry. $15 entry fee includes a two-year subscription. Submisssions must be postmarked 8/1/04 -- 11/15/04. Winners in each category will be published and will receive $500. Guidelines, plus samples from the magazine, are available online. (Published with support from Utah State University's College of Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences; the College of Science; and the Dept. of English.) http://websites.usu.edu/isotope 
Tallahassee Writers' Association Project Stagelight. One act plays or one act of a multi-act play. Deadline October 1, 2004. Entry fee for non-TWA members $15. Entries will be judged by theater professionals. The winning entry will be performed as a staged reading at Tallahassee Little Theatre in Spring, 2005. For more information, contact Judy Gross at judyg@nettally.com 
PCWA Writing Contest Successful








