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Recap of March Meetings:
     March 2nd Was a Business Meeting
     March 16 Workshop: Billy Moore, presenter, and Frank Sundram, announcer of WKGC
(See highlights of Billy’s presentation and Frank’s announcement in this newsletter.)
  April Calendar: 
     April 6, Business Meeting and Literary Readings:  Please bring a piece of your work for reading and or critiquing. If you want a critique of your work as you read, then please bring 3 or 4 extra copies on which the audience can make notes/suggestions.
    April 20-Guest Presenter-Lee Raymond, CyPress Publications, Tallahassee Florida
6:30 pm St. Andrews Civic Club
 
Lee Raymond will present "The Changing Face of Publishing," which will cover the many means of getting one's book published; the current technology in publishing and printing and what it means for writers; what publishers want from writers; the publication process; clarification of many writers' confusion regarding current publishing models; "you're published: now what?", and he'll cover in general terms what and how to publish through CyPress Publications (if
there's time).
Juanita Raymond, a published children's writer in her own right will attend as well and handle book sales and signings.
(See the PCWA web site for a list of events through April)
Announcements: 
DUES - Last notice: This is the last Newsletter that will be sent to members who have not paid their 2004 dues. If you fall in that group and wish to maintain your membership, please bring your $15 dues to the next meeting or mail it to PCWA, P.O. Box 15223, Panama City, FL 32406. Thanks.


*
*
*
May 18 - Guest Presenter - Michael Brim
6:30 pm St. Andrews Civic Club
In 2004 Michael and his wife completed a 245-page personal growth book for women entitled: About Your Man! How To Meet and Keep the Man of Your Dreams, under the pen names of Michael Taylor, M.S. and Veronica Taylor. It is a print-on-demand book available through Xlibris Corporation of Philadelphia, a venture company of Random House.              
His first novel, Adam’s Undead, one of a trilogy entitled Darke Lyfe Eternal written under his pen name was just published.  It is a 420-page suspense/horror/biotech tale set largely in Panama City. The second tome of the trilogy, Absolute Evil should be out by June 1. He currently works at the Fish and Wildlife Service at the Panama City Field Office. He taught the Sea Life of St. Andrew Bay for 12 years at Gulf Coast Community College as an adjunct faculty member.
www.brimbooks.com
~~~ 
    Virginia Kash.
We recently received a letter from the IRS granting us 501(c)(3) tax-exempt status. Yea!


*
*
*
We’re already receiving entries in the writing contest. Remember to enter. The rules are also available on our website and at the meetings.


*
*
*

Virginia Kash recently had her writing published in the Bay Arts & Entertainment magazine. In the Spring 2004 edition they printed an excerpt from her "Recollections from a Dog's Life."  Congratulations, Virginia! 

Also, thank you, Virginia, for summarizing the highlights of March’s presentation by Michael Lister—Living the Writer’s Life.
~~~
Writers Ink Gives Voice to Regional Writers


Writers Ink is a “program in evolution-an outlet and voice for local and regional writers,” says Frank Sundram, General Manager of WKGC (90.7 FM).  He should know, as Sundram is the inspiration and drive behind the program.  

Speaking to the members and public who attended the Tues. Mar. 16 meeting of the Panama City Writers Association, Sundram expressed his enthusiasm for the program and his strong support for the community’s local writers, especially the writers whose “words get written and not published, only to lie stillborn.”  

Sundram is changing that by giving hereto for unpublished writers’ words a voice on the radio with the creation of Writers Ink.  The premise is simple. Get interested writers to talk about their work and read some passages for the listening audience, to encourage the art of writing and literature in the community.

Strongly focused on fiction and writers whose work is not yet in print, Writers Ink’s takes an interest in writers of all ages, and will include local published writers, the occasional visiting regional writer and works of poetry and inspired screenplays.  “Fiction,” Sundram told his audience, “allow us to tell some great truths.”

Sundram closed by reminding everyone that “we succeed through your success.”
WKGC radio is public radio, a service organization to serve the public by increasing public awareness within the community. 

All writers interested in being invited onto the program should email Frank Sundram at fsundram@gulfcoast.edu.  
(Article submitted by Virginia Kash, PCWA pres.)
~~~
Echelon Press Looking for Talent!

Echelon Press, an independent publisher, is calling for short story submissions of 2,000-15,000 words for their "Dollar Downloads" and 15,000-50,000 words for their e-novellas. This is all e-publishing and they pay 50% royalties. Let's go for it! More details: www.echelonpress.com
PCWA Recognizes the Oscars with Contest

The Panama City Writers Association held a Pick-the-Oscar-Winner contest this year, consisting of nine categories including Adapted Screenplay, Original Screenplay and Film Editing. Members Mary Anne Wright and Wayne Garrett tied for honors with eight of nine correct picks. The contest was held mainly to raise the consciousness of the cultural link between literature and filmmaking. The following local vendors provided prizes for the winners: Blockbuster, Carmike Theaters, Regency 11 Theater, and Leitz Office Products, and Jim Kimes chipped in a Blockbuster Rewards Membership, a book (Bleachers by Grisham) and a Hallmark video (Foxfire).



Jim Kimes
Newbery Chair in Tallahassee
 
Just what does go on inside a Newbery committee? Visit with Tallahassee SCBWI Sat. May 22, 2004 and find out.  This year's American Library Association Newbery Committee Chair, Eliza Dresang will talk briefly and answer your questions.
Plan to meet her at Tallahassee's SCBWI Summer Schmooze, 1-3 p.m., Lichgate Cottage, Lichgate on High Road, Tallahassee. (South side of High Road, close to Tharpe Street) $1 donation. 
 
If you arrive in town early, be sure to visit along Tallahassee's leafy Park Avenue at the open-air Downtown market, 8 a.m.-2 p.m. that day.  Some SCBWI members will present there about 10 a.m., at the Downtown Market's annual fun PBS Share-A-Story event.
 
"The Newbery Metal was named for the eighteenth-century British bookseller John Newbery.  It is awarded annually by the Association for Library Service to Children, a division of the American Library Association, to the author of the most distinguished contribution to American literature for children."
SCBWI info: 850.942.6143; Downtown Market info: 850.980.8727.


New Members
We extend a hearty welcome to new members Ellen M. Gilbert, Jim Grimes, Dwan Hightower, and Gary Hoffman
~~~
Writer's Conferences and Workshops
You may want to bookmark this national directory website showing listings of writer’s conferences on your Favorites on the Internet:
http://www.awpwriter.org/wcc/dirHome.htm
~~~
Tallahassee Writers Association's
2004 Seven Hills Writers' Conference will be on May 8, 7:30 to 5:00 p.m. at Maclay School here in Tallahassee.

The brochure with registration form are (or will soon be) available at our website: 
http://twaonline.org
~~~
 A special thanks to Karen Helms who has faithfully served our club for several years not only as the current webmaster, but in the past as our guest speaker, newsletter editor, and her efforts in getting our club’s first magazine, Sea Oats, published. She now has time for some personal interests as well as her new endeavor as a Mary Kay consultant. Good luck and thanks for your continued help.
~~~
   
Billy Moore, PCWA’s guest for our March 16th meeting and his second appearance before our group, is the author of Cracker’s Mule (2002) and Little Brother Real Snake (to be out in May). The latter is a release by Junebug Books, a division of NewSouth. Mr. Moore read three excerpts from his forthcoming book, after which he answered questions on agents, publishers, sourcing, rejections, and the writing process in general. Mr. Moore’s speaking style is enhanced by his genuine modesty and occasional self-deprecating humor. Time passes quickly when Mr. Moore is relating a writing experience. For example, in discussing writing for literary journals, he forewarned us that we might get paid only in copies of the edition in which our work appears. Then he warns us further, chuckling, that we may not receive those either. 

His two novels are written with young adults in mind. Mule is set in South Alabama in 1956 and Little Brother takes place among the early American Plains Indians and their personal encounters as they attempt to define their individualities growing up. Red Squirrel, a coming-of-age youngster, belongs to a band of the Real People, a nation whose enemies include the Apaches and the Pawnees. The story conflict is intensified when it becomes clear that Red Squirrel, who suffered an illness as a child, is a daydreamer and is qualmish about violence. He’s not exactly “a chip off the old block” when it comes to following in the footsteps of his warrior-father, Great Thunder. 

In one scene, from one of the excepts Mr. Moore chose to read, Red Squirrel goes on a spiritual journey in which he must obtain eagle feathers. The vivid depiction of Red Squirrel’s hand-to-talon confrontation with the eagle as he tries to ensnare the bird, is gripping, as Mr. Moore reads. Young or older, readers will find the plot engrossing and enriching.

Billy Moore, a native of northwest Florida and now lives in DeFuniak Springs with his wife, Dee, spent much of his youth at his grandparents’ farm in Opp, Alabama. He has participated in various literary festivals across the South. He holds a B.A. in history from Mississippi State and an M.A.T. from Rice, where he also studied writing.


Submitted by Jim Kimes
~~~
Writers Workshop in Baton Rouge
 
Are you writing popular fiction?  Want to know how to get an editor or agent to sit and take notice?
 
You need THE HIGH-CONCEPT PROPOSAL —
Learn how to power up your first three chapters, synopsis and query letter from nationally known teacher and award-winning author, Alicia Rasley.
When: April 10th 8-4
Where? Radisson Hotel & Convention Center
Cost: $75.00 (groups of five or more registrations in one mailer can get discount to $65.00 per person)  Price includes continental breakfast and lunch.
Registration deadline extended till March 31st (Call after date).
Go online to http://www.heartla.com or email krisharding@cs.com or call Kris @ 225-231-3731
